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Introductory Preface. 


6 is TATE believed, that mid- 

wifery was totally in the hands of 
women from the creation to the deluge, 
as the firſt ſacred hiſtorian has recorded 
ſeveral caſes, managed by midwives, as 
ſoon as the earth was re-peopled ; 
particularly the birth of the twins, 
Eſau and Jacob, and Pharez and Zarah. 

Nor does it appear, that men prac- 
tiſed the art in the Ea/t during two 
thouſand years afier the flood, as there 
is no ſuch account in either the Old 
or New Teſtament. And why 1s the 


practice of women, and, not of men, 


recorded ? It 1s certainly intended as 
93 an 


( vi ) 
an example, which ought to be followed 
by all Chriſtian nations. This may 
ſeem to be an enthuſiaſtic idea; thoſe 
who think fo, are at liberty to reject it; 
I ſhall offer other arguments againſt 
male-midwifery, which may appear 
more potent to them. 
It 1s very ſtrange, however, that 
male- practice is encouraged among 
Chriſtians only, while nations whoſe 
ſole guide herein is the light of reaſon, 
have never tolerated it; for the Athe- 
nian doctors could not fucceed, as le- 
veral women died m labour, rather than 
ſubmit to paſs under their hands and it 
does not appear that men ever practiſed 
the art (in natural caſes) till the latter 
end of the ſixteenth century, when the 
ſurgeons, at Paris, contrived to get fre- 
quent acceſs to the Hotel Dieu, where 
they obtained a better knowledge of the 
art, than their predeceſſors had. But 
in Germany the men attempted in vain 
to practiſe midwifery, for the women 
were 


1 
were then too ſhy of them, to fall in 
with their ſcheme. 

* Daventer' (ſays Dr. Smellie) prac- 
* tiſed at Dort, in Holland; and in 
* 1701 publiſhed a book on midwifery. 
He was ſeldom called except in dif- 
* ficult caſes.' So we lee, the Dutch wo- 
men would not ſubmit to men in na- 
tural labours. 

From the levity and verſatility of 
French women, we need not wonder 
that they were the firſt to admit male- 
practice: as to French huſbands, 
Sterne, and others who have delineated 
their character, ſhew us, that they are 
too polite to take notice of their wives 
intercourſe with other men, provided 
it be not of a criminal nature. By 
degrees man-midwitery reached this 
country, where it now appears in its 
zenith.. 

At firſt men wereconfined to their pro- 
per ſphere; like Daventer, in Holland, 
they were ſeldom called in but on dif- 


A4 ficult 
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ſicult occaſions; and juſtice requires 
us to acknowledge, that they often 
happily terminated labours which wo- 
men could not manage, eſpecially 
after the forceps were made public, in 
the year 1733. 

This extraordinary male aid cauſed 
the leſs modeſt females to engage men 
to deliver them in common labours, 
notwithſtanding their frien ds' remon- 
ſtrances; but men being awkward 
herein, they went to Paris to ſtudy 
this buſineſs, under men who taught 
it there about half a century ago. 

Great miſchief, however, has been 
done ſince man- midwifery become ge- 
neral, owing to the ignorance and im- 
patience of thoſe profeſſors who erro- 

- neouſly imagined, their inſtruments muſt 
be uſed on all occaſions, whether the 
labours were natural or difficult, which 
I ſhall hereafter prove. 

About a century ago, an inſtrument 
was invented in Holland, for the pur- 

pole 


En 
poſe of forcing the birth in natural (but 
tedious) lahours, and ſaving the dottor's 
time ; but unfortunately it has done 
great miſchief, even in iu] hands, 
ſometimes wounding the mother, other 


times the child, or perhaps both. _ 
Notwithſtanding, as it was uſed with 


great ſecrecy, the cauſe of the miſchief 
was kept ſecret alſo. 

This inſtrument reached England, 
where a wide field was opened for its 
clandeſtine uſe, owing to the artiſices of 
male-midwives, who cortrived {by the 
aſſiſtance of nurſes, whom they did 
not fail to reward) to make huſhands 
believe, that it was more ndecent for 
lem to be preſent at the delivery of their 
wives, than for/trange men to aſſiſt there- 
at; fo that by keeping men in 1gno- 
rance of what they did; and by telling 
women, that the miſchief done was 
owing to the orivinal difficulty of the 
cale, when there was no difficulty, but 
that which nature would have over- 

-A5 come, 


3 
come, had they patiently waited her 
time; I ſay, by this fcheme, they have 
brought that deſtructive inſtrument, 
the veclis or lever, into almoſt general 
uſe. 

Several authors have lately written 
in favour of it, among whom is Dr. 
Denman ; and Dr. Lowder having 
altered the form of it a little, recom- 
mended it to Dr. Hamilton, junior, of 
Edinburgh ; two other eminent ac- 
coucheurs, in this metropolis, are alfo 

uſing. and recommending it under heir 
_ peculiar form, and the makers thereof 
lay, they ſell a great many levers. 

Dr. Oſborn having frequently wit- 
neſſed the dreadful effects of uſing the 
vectis, by being called to attend wo- 
men who had been torn by it, very 
humanely publiſhed ſeveral eſſays, about 
{ix months ſince, with a deſign to check 
this ſecret miſchief, to which men are ſo 
irreſiſtibly tempted, on account of ſav- 
ing their own time, and the certainty 


3 
of huſbands being unable to diſcover 
the real cauſe thereof, ſo that their 
own character cannot ſuffer by it. 

It is eaſy to imagine, that Dr. Oſborn's 
arguments, ſtrengthened by facts to 
prove the miſchief real, ought to have a 
ſufficient influence on the minds of his 
obſtetric brethren; and when I read his 
book, I expected they would have this 
effect; but to my utter aſtoniſhment, his 
work has been anſwered by Dr. Hamil- 
ton, of Edinburgh, who ſays, his ſon is 
about to make the ADVANTAGES of Dr, 
Lowder's lever publicly known. 

I know ,of no advantage which this 
lever poſſeſſes over others, except the 
folding joint, which renders it more 
commodious for the pocket, and (of 
courſe) more ſecret in its application ; 
for Dr. Hamilton has. only publiſhed. 
ONE ſucceſsful caſe wherein his ſon. 
uſed it, and confeſſed that he bruiſedthe 
child's head with it, though it was aſter- * 

AG wards 
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wards Hill-born by the natural pains 
alone, I 

My principal aim in this work is to 
add my efforts to thoſe of Dr. Oſborn, 
to put a flop to the ſecret uſe of this 
conventent mnitrument ; and ſince Dr. 
Oſborn's addreſs to male operators alone 
has no effect for that purpoſe, I ſhall 
purſue a different plan. Dr. Smellie 
blames his predeceſſors for ſuppreſſing 
their unſucceſsſul caſes, and proſeſſedly 
publiſhed his two volumes of caſes, 
as beacons to warn other practitioners 
againſt the ſame dangers. I alſo ſhall 
hold up various Caſes as beacons, not 
to warn thoſe who have ſhunned Dr. 
Smellie's and Dr. Oſborn's beacons, 
but to warn married couples and ſingle 
adults, how to avoid the ſame danger- 
ous and fatal treatment ; I ſhall ſhew 
how huſbands may INFALLIBLY pre- 
vent the tearing of their wives, and the 
cutting of their children, by this inſtru- 
ment, 
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Moreover, as it is now become quite 
proper (through the ſanthon of cuſtom) 
{or women to be unneceſſarily handled 
by gentlemen of the faculty, inſtead of 
their own ſex, I ſhall enquire, how far 
it is conſiſtent with female modeſty, and 
with the good ſenſe of huſbands ; at 
the ſame time, I wiſh to make every 
proper allowance to thole who, owing 
to their 1gnorance of parturition, have 
been perſuaded that men are lafer than 
Ikilful women. 

I {hall alſo take notice, of the miſchief 


done by 1gnorant and cruel male opera- 


tors, and likewiſe of the new-fangled 


obſtetric butchery lately invented at 
Paris, and the reſult thereof. I ſhall 
alſo give the outlines of a plan, for the 
proper education of a ſufficient number 
of decent women, to ſuperſede male- 
practice in natural labours, and thus 
entirely prevent the needleſs uſe of 
deſtructive inſtruments, and the prac- 
tice of low, illiterate, and half. inſtructed 

females, 


— 
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females, whoſe obſtetric ignorance is 
inexcuſable, and whoſe vulgar and 
diſguſtful deportment cauſes genteel wo- 
men (very juſtly) to reject their ſervices. 
As I do not wiſh to injure any indi- 
vidual in his practice, I ſhall carefully 
avoid perſonality, in reciting caſes 
which have) Ben publiſhed; I believe 
thole who know me; will not doubt the 
truth of them upon my authority only. 
I intend to make the TABLE OF 
CONTENTS rather prolix, in order that 
the book may be rendered more uſeful 
to families; and I deſign to print it the 
ze of a pocket volume, that it may be 
a portable companion for the rich, and, 
not too expenſive for the poor, who 

may need its directions. 
Many women may be ready to ſay, 
I have a good opinion of my midwife-- 
doctor, both as to modeſty and hu- 
manity, therefore I need not exerciſe- 
the cautions recommended in this book. 
But let it be remembered, people do 
not. 


„ 

not act thus in the common affairs of 
life. We do not neglect to inſure our 
houſes, furniture, &c. though we may 
have lived fifty years m the world, 
without being alarmed by fire, Having 
feen or heard of one at a diſtance, 
we are prompted to the exerciſe of 
caution, not knowing how ſoon WE 
may be viſited with ſuch a diſaſter. 
Let the ſame condutt be purſued by all 
who employ men-midwives, and we 
ſhall not hear of ſo much miſchief being 
done by their needleſs inſtruments ; nor 
of their behaving ſo indecently as my 
of them have done. 

Thoſe pufillanimous huſbands who 
feel themſelves overborne by cuſtom, 
and cannot muſter up reſolution enough 
to protect their wives” perſons from 
injury and inſult, may be compared to a 
captain who quits the {hip (whereof he is 
the ſole owner) out of compliment to his 
pilot. Moreover, if wives be better 
ſattsfied with the liberties which men- 
midwives. 
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midwives take with them behind their 
huſbands” backs, than if it were done 
before their faces, it is no buſineſs of 
mine, provided their huſbands be ber- 
fetlly ſalisſied therewith ; but as I have 
many doubts hereof, I ſhall, now and 
then, touch on the impropriety of per- 
mitiing theſe ſly touches. 

I am aware that many male-mid- 
wives will rail at this book, though 
every mal-prattice which it cenſures, 
1s recorded 1n the writings of their bre- 
thren; but unfortunately, they have 
not been peruſed by many private fa- 
milies. The public may be aſſured, 
that theſe railers at te truth are the 
very men, whole features are exhibited 
in this mirror; and that they quarrel 
with it, becauſe it is too faithful to 
flatter them. ; 

Let thoſe gentlemen who have rea- 
ſon to be diſplealed with this book, 
anſwer it publicly ; if they only calum- 
niate it privately, they will ſtrengthen 


my 
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my arguments, by ſhewing, that theirs 
are too feeble to withſtand public in- 
veſtigation. 

Far be it from me to aſſert, that there 
are no modeſt and humane accou— 
cheurs; but I am ſure, ſuch will own, 
that huſbands ought to inſpect the {er- 
vices of ALL, for THñEY know there are 
too many who need it: if all be alike 
guarded againſt, none can deem it an 
offence. 

I have often been ſurpriſed, that the 
wives of accoucheurs are contented to 
let their huſbands attend ſo many wo- 
men, when there is no difficulty in their 
labours to require male ſervice ; more 
elpecially as they ſo repeatedly deliver 
ſome who have good labours, that their 
perlons muſt become very familiar to 
them. 

However, I ſhall not ſay more on this 
particular, but leave it to the deciſion of 


thoſe whom it concerns more nearly 
than myſelf, 


I hope 
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I hope the following letters will tend 
to promote modeſty among the fair ſex 
in general, and the ſafety and comfort of 
mothers and children, as well as peace 
in families, by ſuperſeding the unneceſ- 
lary practice of males in common mid- 
witery, and by ſtirring up huſbands to 
watch their operations, when there is a 
neceſſity for their ſervices, either on 
account of difficulty in the caſe, or of 
the impoſlibility of obtaining a ſkilful 
midwite. 

Much will doubtleſs be ſaid, on 
the impropriety of making families ac- 
quainted with the nature of parturition. 
Yes, and mercenary apothecaries have 
depreciated Dr. Buchan's Domeſtic 
Medicine ; but their malignity does not 
leſſen the merits of that invaluable _ 
work, any more than his duty to pro- 
mote the fale of it. 
He has amply proved, that every 

human being ſhould know enough of 


medicine, to be rendered uſeful to him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf and others on particular occaſions, 
and that ſuch knowledge does neither 
qualify all men for phyſicians, or ſuper- 
ſede the practice of thoſe who profeſs 
the art of phyſic, any more than the 
ſtudy of religion by families interferes 
with the duties of the clergy. 

If this argument hold good vith re- 
ſpect to medicine in general, how much 
more as to midwifery? Cannot every 
mother underſtand enough of it to con- 
duct herſelf during pregnancy and 
lying: in, or to be uſeful to others in 
caſes of emergency, without becoming 
a profeſſed midwife ? Cannot huſbands 
know how to judge when their wives 
are treated decently and tenderly, with- 
out turning practitioners? Families 
have been kept in ſuch extreme 1gno- 
rance reſpecting parturition, that as 
ſoon as a woman falls in labour, the 
whole houſe is in confuſion, ſuppoſing 
the delivery depends on the preſence of 
the operator; one runs this way, ano- 

ther 


( xx ) 
ther that, and at this time (above every 
other) when all ſhould poſſeſs their 
ſober ſenſes, and know what ought to 
be done, they are all diſtracted, and are 
incapable of doing any thing but miſ- 
chief. 

And is it more incumbent on us to 
teach our daughters to underſtand the 
tulſome flattery of a Frenchman; to 
{ſhine in a ball-room ſo as to attract the 
attention of a ſeducer; or to play an 
Italian air on the harpſichord? I ſay, 
is it more incumbent on us to teach 
1 them theſe things, than how to pre- 
+ ſerve their own liſe and health, or to 

adminiſter aid and comfort to a female 

| friend in labour, when profeſſional 
| help cannot be obtained in due time? 
On the contrary, I hope this feeble et- 

* ſort of mine, will ſet an abler pen to 
| work; and that an EXTENSIVE treatiſe 
| on domeſtic midwifery, adapted to fa- 
| - mily uſe, by being free from technical 
ambiguity, will ere long be publiſhed, 
as 


1 
as an appendix to the domeſtic medi- 
cine. 

French, dancing, and muſic are (by 
many) deemed proper embelliſhments 
for all who can afford to learn them; 
but the importance of theſe vaniſhes, 
when compared with ſaving the life, 
or promoting the comfort, of ON hu- 
man being. 

He muſt be a miſanthropiſt indeed, 
who would not wiſh all to ſtudy the 
means for recovering drowned perſons; 
how much more he who would oppoſe 
the diffuſing of obſtetric knowledge 
among families? as occaſions for the 
exerciſe of this knowledge occur very 
frequently, while the means for recover- 
ing drowned perſons are (comparative- 
ly) ſeldom called into uſe. 

_ Notwithſtanding our literary advan- 
tages are far ſuperior to thoſe of former 
ages, mothers are yet very ignorant of 
the nature of child-bearing, which con- 
cerns them more nearly than any other 


know- 
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knowledge: this ignorance is parti) 
owing to their inability to comprehend 
the technical and anatomical terms, 
contained in the treatiſes of midwiſery 
which have been publiſhed. The fol- 
lowing ſheets I hope, will (in a meaſure) 
remove that difficulty. 

Another reaſon of their ignorance 
of themſelves is, a miſtaken idea, that 
the theory of mid wifery requires a great 
deal of ſtudy, when plainly taught; 
whereas the principal buſineſs of a mid- 
wife in natural labours (which happen 
99 times in 100) is only to preſs the 
palm of her left hand againſt the peri- 


nzum * during the birth; which will 


be proved in the firſt part of this work. 

Though this is really true, I do not 
aſſert it as an apology for the ignorance 
of ſome midwives ; on the contrary, I 


{hall 


*The external ſkin betwixt the two thighs, and which 
ſeparates the vagina (or internal part of the female privi- 
ties) from the anus or ſundament; making a kind of 
bridge or iſthmus, between the two orilices, 


Nall hereafier ſhew, that they ought not 
to practiſe till they can manage preter- 
natural caſes, as nature does not always 
purſue her uſual proceſs. 

I wiſh theie few hints may have their 
due effect, on thole women who have 
courage and good ſenſe enough to 
think for themlclves, and will not be 
| ſlaves to popular abſurdity, and inte- 
reſted ſophiltry ; I ſhall conclude this 
introduction nearly in the words, of 
Dr. Buchan “. 

As matters ſtand at preſent, it is 
eaſier to cheat a woman out of ker life 
than of a ſhilling, and almoſt impoſſible 
either to detect or puniſh the offender. 
Notwuhſtanding this, people ſtill ſhut 
their eyes, and take every thing upon 
truſt that is done by any PRETENDER 
to midruiſery, without daring to aſk him 
a reaſon for any part of his condutt. 
Implicit faith, every where elſe the 


object 
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Introduction to Dom. Med. Ed. q, page 7. The 
words in italics are altered. | 


( 
object of ridicule, is ſtill ſacred here. 
Many of the faculty are, no doubt, 
| * worthy of all the confidence that can 
* be repoſed in them; but as this can 
| never be the character of every in- 
N * dividual in any profeſſion, it would 
* certainly be for the ſafety, as well as 
| * the honour of women, to have ſome 
check upon the conduct of thoſe to 


* whom they intruſt ſo valuable a trea- 
« ſure,” , 


— Co . — — 


ww * we 


CONTENTS. 


| 
; 
| 
| 


LETTER I. 


| 7 
PLAN of the work, Sc. 1 12 


— 


The ſubjett divided into fix heads 14 
It is the intereſt of all adults to ſtudy 
the outlines of midwifery 15 


A new mode of conſidering labours 16 


LETTER II. 


On the anatomy neceſſary to be known 
by all who practiſe midwifery — 18 


— — 


The pelvis---Its ſituation—-form- 
bones, &c. - — ibid 
Deformed pelves (owing to rickets 
in childhood) cauſe difficulty in labour 20 
The ſituation of the bladder, the 
urethra, and the rectum — ibid 


a The 


— —  — — 


1 
Page 
The ſhape of the womb---Its growth | 
in the time of pregnancy---The fœtus 21 


The water wherein it ſwims---The 


| 
b 
| 
C 
\ 
j 


caul, after-burthen, and navel-ftring 22 | 
The child's head---Its ſutures and 
fontanels, and their uſe in the birth 23 


| 
{ 
f 
1 
'T 
'v 
'$ 
N 
I 
1 
f 
4 
1 
c 
' 


LETTER III. 


On natural labour - - 25 


Natural labour deſcribed - ibid 
Dr. Buchan's opinion reſpecting 
goſſips 5 — - 27 
The folly of huſbands who employ 
men to deliver their wives, and with- 
| draw themſelves for the ſake of decency 28 
| | The cunning deſigu of midwife-doc- 
b tors, who changed the term touch into 
0 that of trying- pains = - 32 
| The buſineſs of a man-midwife in a 
natural labour - 27 to 35 
How he knows the preſentation of 
the head from that of the breech -<- 33 
And of the hand from that of the 
foot - — - 24 
Twins, 


=_ ( xxvil ) 

age bu Page 
ins, how aſcertained and managed 

21 in the birth - - - 35 


LETTER IV. 


On the 8Urricitexcy of nature 10 ac- 
= compliſh the birth, and how SELDOM arti- 
4 LU cial aid is neceſſar * . - 36 


The birth is finiſhed | by the pains 
alone, ninety-nine times in a hundred, 
and all pretended interference or aſſiſt- 
Wance is injurious therein - ibid 
Proved from the writings of Drs. 
Smellie, Oſborn, and Hamilton, and 


bid 


279 
rs. Nihell - - 36 to 42 
* LETTER v. f 
On deliveries requiring manual aſhſt- 
pNce - - - 43 


—— 


32 Manual aid is wanted, when the feet 
a dreſent, and the head is very large — 
35 Myben the breech preſents, and the wo- 

1 nan's pains ceaſe too ſoon ilbid 


When the arm, or ſhoulder preſents 
When a dangerous flooding happens 
34 he early period of labour - < 44 
* 9 When 


( xxviii ) 


P 
—When the after-burthen is detained 25 


too long after the birth of the child 4; 

—When the navel-ſtring preſents early 

in the labour - - 46 
How theſe caſes are managed 43 to 46 
Eight inferences, ſhewing, that labours 

which do not need inſtrumental aid, 

ought not to be attended by male-prac- 

titioners, but by ſkilful midwives, being 

as able to manage them as men are.— 

Cenſuring the folly of huſbands, and the 

immodeſty of wives who encourage 

unneceſſary male-prattice.—Lamenting 

the increaſe of male, and the decreaſe 

of female operators in this country,— 

Condemning the duplicity of obſtetric 

teachers = - 47 to 51 


1 LETTER VI. 
| On deliveries requiring inſtrumental 
aid, and on fatal deliveries - 52 


—_—_—— 


ym 


Inſtruments deſcribed - - ibid 

, Inſtrumental aid is neceſſary, when 
the child's head is too large to paſs na- : 
turally through the mother's pelvis - 53 
| | — When 


— ——— — 


WB, 
When its unfavourable poſition re- 
tards too long the expulſion—When the 
mother's parts are much diſeaſed—or 
her womb is too weak—When the na- 
vel-ſtring preſents in the advanced 
ſtate of labour - 5 
When dangerous flooding or con- 
vulſions happen in the advanced period 
of labour — - - 
How the inſtruments ſhould deapplied 
in theſe caſes — — 
Inſtruments ſhould be uſed by MEN 
only ; not by boys - . 
Under what circumſtances the child 
muſt be deſtroyed to ſave the mother's 
_ BY i 
= How it ſhould be . and by what 
inſtruments — 4 
What circumſtances will juſtify the 
performance of a dreadful operation on 


tO 51 


| 521 the mother . = 
4A Jamentably ſuperſtitious cuſtom 
bid formerly practiſed on ſome parts of the 
1 continent . — . 
* It is as preſumptuous for women to 
- ze inſtruments, as it is ridiculous for 
When ag 


Page 


54 


ibid 


Men 


( xxx ) 


men or boys to manage natural labours 
The term man- miduwiſe is as abſurd 
as that of woman-coachman — 
Two inferences, ſhewing how much 
women are impoſed on, by being igno- 
rant of what nature does for them in 
their labours - - 
Regular midwifery is only the ſuper- 
intending of a proceſs in nature, and 
the uſe of inſtruments (being the buſi— 
nels of ſurgeons) is totally unconne d ed 
with it - - CLIO 


LETTER VII. 
On the indecent mode of teaching mid- 
wifery to young men - - 


Apothecaries' apprentices deliver wo- 
men before they ſtudy the art - 

The impropriety thereof—Male- 
ſtudents of midwifery learn to draw off 
women's water on living females - 


Are taught how to inform women if 
they be with child, and bow far gone, by 


examining a number of pregnant fe- 
males, who are procured for that pur- 
pole - - NG 


Pregnant 


Page 


61 


bid 


68 


(- xxx{ -} 

Pregnant women who appeal to male- 

caſuiſts, are unfit companions for vir- 

tuous wives — - ibid 
The reaſon why men midwives al- 


ways aſk female patients certain quel- 
tions, when their huſbands are out of 


hearing 2 5 69 
Drawing off water ſhould not be per- 
formed by men - - 70 


A great number of male pupils attend 
together on the labour of one woman; 
they all examine her; they turn her into 
various poſitions; and her parts are ex- 
poſed to them all by the teacher 
Proved from Dr. Smellie's works 71 to 73 

Remarks on the artifices of accou- 
cheurs, and the improper confidence of 


huſbands in them - - 7410 77 


LETTER VIIE. 


On the Scotch mode of educating male- 
midwives - - - 78 


Dr. Hamilton's male- pupils attend 
together on the labours of patients in 
the Royal Infirmary - - - 79 


a4 Labour- 


= 
_— 


—ͤ«« — 


( axxxii ) 
Labour-pains are driven away, and 
fevers cauſed, by introducing ſo many 


men to one woman — 
Men ought to learn that part of mid- 


wifery which belongs to them, on ma- 


chines Proved from the works of 
Drs. Smellie and Ofborn - 

Of courſe they ſhould not praftiſe on 
living females; but women may do it 
with propriety - - 

The uſe of the continental chair 
condemned — - 


LETTER IX. 


On the indecent behaviour of accoucheurs, 
owing to the improprieiy their * 


education a br ik 


A male pupil caught in bed with his 
patient the day before her delivery 


Other lewdneſs cenfured——Impru- 


dence of accoucheurs when in liquor 
A woman treated very indecently by 


four doctors __ - n 
Comments on unneceſſary male- 


Page 


81 


82 


90 


practice „ - 90 to 93 
| | LET- 


5 
5 
H 
E 
W 
4 
7 
i 
E 
x 
& 
2 
1 
* 
bY 
5 
; 


F 2 
* 
7 
Z 
5 
* 
2 
* 
* 
. 
* 
. 
x 
4 
5 


( xXxui } 
LETTER X. 
On the ignorance and cruelly of ſome 
accoucheurs n his 


A fatal caſe under the hands of Dr. 
W , who confeſſed he had cauſed it 
The death of a child, which the ope- 
rator confeſſed he had cauſed, by falling 


aſleep over his duty — 95 
A fatal caſe, and the ſtrange condut 

of the operator therein - 97 
The wicked advice given by a lec- 

turer to his male-pupils - 98 
The cruel conduct of ſeveral doc- 

tors = — 99 to 101 
Several ſatal caſes from Dr. Smellie's 

midwifery, cauſed by the ignorance and 

cruelty of male- operators; particular- 

ly by the premature uſe of inſtru- 

ments — — 102 to 108 
Ignorant men · midwives always rail 

againſt the ignorance of midwives, right 

or wrong——Proved from Dr. Smel- 

lie — — 108 to 111 

Dr. 


Page 


94 


ibid 


4. 


. 
—— — — — 


_— — — ——— 7˙*¾— — — — 
. g „ IS a 


2 
— — 


— 2 
254 ˙ - aHnmn9eIr 4.4 


2 — 
— 
—— 


— 4 2 Pres _ — on 

10 33 5 — 
12 2 - 

=. Phe r 


1 2 — 2 * 
_ 


= 

—_—__ .- — — 2 —_— 229 
— — 5 hy, — > Ae . 
— — = N — yo. 4 L . 


Rc 


— 


— 


K 


Dr. Oſborn cenſures the flight edu- 
cation of many male-midwives - 

One of them expoſes his ignorance, 
by giving way to his vanity - 

Dr. Hamilton confeſſes, the Cæſa- 
rean operation has been performed im- 
properly and injudiciouſly, on. women 
who afterwards bare living children 


And quotes a dreadful inſtance of 
obſtetric-cruelty - - 


LETTER XI. 
On the new ſpecies of male-cruelty, 


lately invented at Paris - 


—_— 


A woman's ſhare-bone unneceſſarily 
cut in two—Had a hair's breadth eſcape 
for her life, and could not retain her 
urine afterwards — — 

This operation is as uſeleſs as it is 


cruel; for it has ſeldom ſaved either 


mother or child, though often performed 
where nature was ſufficient. for the ex- 
pulſion | . - 

The inventor of it refuſed to attend a 
patient, becauſe ſhe would not ſuffer 


Page 


111 


112 


119 


114 


116 


117 


118 


him 


0 * 
* 
* 
: 
* 
* 
* 
* 
Py 
be 
PF 4 
N 
* 
bl 
Xx: 
** 
4 
A, 
Ld 
* 
oy 
8 
#: 
Tj N 
* 
7 * 
a . 
3 
BY, 
5 
* 
5 
> 
*. 
1 


(a 


time; whereupon amidwife deliveredher 
of a living child by the powers of nature 
only—Dr. Oſborn cenſures the opera- 


humanity - p - 


LETTER XII. 


On clandeſiine cruelly, and how H 
bands may prevent it - - 


61ͥᷣ v . 


The lever is a very dangerous inſtru- 
ment, though uſeleſs in real difficulty; 
but is often uſed clandeſtinely in na- 
tural labours to ſave the doQtor's tima, 
whereby mothers and children are fre- 


quently wounded - 122 to 
Proved by quotations from Dr. 
Oſborn's Eflays < = 128 to 


lever in his patient's womb, though it 
was a natural labour — 


How men hide the miſchief they do 
wich it RN 5 


Mrs. Nihell blames thoſe 3 are 


him to divide her ſhare-bone the ſecond 


tion, but compliments the inventor's 


A ſkilful operator breaks his ſteel. 


* 
Page 


120 


122 


128 


137 


135 


137 


delivered by men, for not inſiſting on 


the 


„1 


the preſence and protection of their 
huſbands, which would e this 
miſchief - — 141 
Dr. Oſbornpropheſies, that Wide ifery 
will revert to women, if patients get to 
know that the lever is uſed unnecel- 8 
farily and miſchievouſly by ſkilful men 144 
Many ladies have lately changed to 4 
female operators, and recommend them | 
to their friends - - 148 


LETTER XIII. 
On the merit of Dr. Lowder”s lever: 


and on the unfitneſs of ſurgeons ſor the 
praflice of midwifery in natural labours 149 


— — — — —ͥ CC 
* - 


Dr. Hamilton approves of the lever, 
f tho' his ſon bruiſed a child's head with it, 
it eight hours before the mother's pains 
arrived at their greateſt force, and the 
child was afterwards ſtil-born by the 
„ Tiains alone - 149 to 15t 
| Dr. Hamilton's opinion confuted 
152 to 159 
Dr. Hamilton, junior, is going to 
publiſh a book on the advantages of 


the lever - - 158 
Midwives 


( xxxvii }) 

Page 
Midwives are more ſympathetic than 
accoucheurs Proved from the ſa. 
red ſcriptures - - 161 to 164 
A general knowledge of anatomy 
Ws no advantage in midwifery, when in- 
aruments are needleſs - 165 
= Surgeons are very improper perſons 
to attend natural labours, being too fa- 
Wmiliar with inſtruments, and inſenſible 
8 o human pain . 167 
An ironical addreſs to accoucheurs, 
Wrzovinc, that male-nurſes are more 


Wncceſſary than male-midwines =— . 170 


LETTER XIV. 


On the principal cauſe of ignorance 
among midwives. A plan for completely 
ducating them, in order to ſuperſede the 
neceſſuly of male-praftice ; and various ar- 
guments and quotations to prove, that man- 
midwifery is a perſonal, a domeſtic, and a 


4 


-t national evil - — 173 
There are many ignorant midwives, 
8 Who treat their patients improperly dur- 
ing the month; though they cannot tear 

them with inſtruments in labour 173 to 176 

8 N The 


— 8 1 - 
5 — 
22 <0 = y 


<< 
Wm, 
— 


| 
| 
| 


4 
"nl 
* 

1 
* 
1 
1 
11 


: 
F 


TE 
_ — 


— ' 
„ 2 * 


ann) 


The extreme folly of huſbands cen- 
ſured again, and compared with a 
ſtrange cuſtom in Ruſſia, and with ano- 


ther in Italy - - 
The caule of many midwives being 
ignorant of their profeſſion - 


A plan for the complete education 
of ſober, affable, and intelligent mid- 
wives; for delivering poor married 
women gratis, and for putting a ſtop to 
male- practice; alſo for preventing the 
practice of both vulgar and half. in- 
ſtructed midwives - 182 to 

The innocent, but improper, grati- 
tude of patients to their men-midwives 

A few hints to midwives, and to fa- 
milies who are averſe to male practice 

An appeal to women who are friends 
to it - EET 

It is no hardſhip for men to be de- 
prived of a buſineſs, which they ought 
not to purſue . — - 

Arguments and quotations proving 
man-midwifery to be a perſonal, a do- 
meſtic, and a national evil - 193 to 

Abortion - - 


Various 


Page 


177 


179 


187 
187 


188 


190 


192 


* 6-4 x v 1 77 , : "94 , +4 * 4 a4 { Z ; - 
n " * 7 * „ 8 L Ss : Pl. 7 = f gn þ r > Ro 4 _ + — 1 * 
e eee ee e. +. 8 S 
het * A - 2 3 — 4 5 * A n 5 - 2 5 2 4 3 WY ; — 2 1 2 a 25 : 
8 4 1 > 
aL = — #3 oF 4 4 
. rr 8 - 


213 
213 


(ai 


Various reaſons why men ſhould by 
. o means deliver women, when their 
Huſbands are abſent 4 214 to 220 
Why they ought by no means to at- 
end natural labours 220 
And eſpecially the firſt child - 222 
The impropriety of one dottor's in- 
FF iting another to go with him to a la- 
Pour - — „ 
Poſtſcript - - 229 


7 


1 
3 
; 
>, 

2 

% 

% 
I 

# 


K 
1 


8 . FX. — 


- 
— ö : 
. — — 1 
= * 1 


— — ww 


* — r wp 7 


* tt 


CC ²˙ A IO, Ot Ont 4 Ten 


1 ˙·.ꝛ 


MAN-MIDWIF ERV, &c. 


— 


Letters to ALEX. HAMILTON, M. D. F. R. S. 


c 


A 


Edinburgh. 


LETTER I: 
$1Rg 


O make uſe of your own words, I 

« ſhould have felt the utmoſt reluctance 
to have troubled yourſelf or the world with 
this correſpondence, had perſonal contro- 
verſy been the object in view. 
© But as the ſubjeQs on which our ſenti- 
ments differ, are of the utmoſt importance 
to the intereſts of humanity, I conſider it 


incumbent on me, from the duty I owe to 


the public, to explain fully my ideas on 
theſe ſubjects; and I ſhould have held my- 
ſelf culpable in the higheſt degree, if I had 
not, by this attempt, endeavoured to pre- 
vent the general adoption of ALL your 
principles.“ 


B © In 


1 
* In the courſe of this correſpondence, I 
& ſhall,” 
: 1ſt. Briefly deſcribe the pelvis, and its 
contents. 
_ edly, I will explain four kinds of labours. 
3diy. Enquire whether your, and your 
brethren's mode of inſtrufting male-pupils, 
be conſiſtent with decency. 
4thly. Shew what effects are produced by 
ſuch an education. 
zthly. Enquire whether the practice of 
male-midwives (when inſtruments are not 
abſolutely neceſſary) be conſiſtent with 
ſafety. | 
6thly, and laſtly, I ſhall enquire why there 
are ſo few good midwives; offer a plan for 
their better inſtruttion ; and prove that man- 
midwifery is aperſonal, a domeſtic, and a nati- 


onal evil. In illuſtration of my arguments, 


6 I ſhall have occaſion to produce many 
6 $TRIKING caſes;' and I ſhall inſert a few 
ſuitable inferences and comments en paſſant, 
to ſhew married couples how much they are 
impoſed on, and how to prevent it in future. 
The firſt two heads I am ſorry to trouble 
YOU with, being deſigned for the uſe of thoſe 
ONLY 
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( 46 ) i 
oNLY who have not ſtudied midwifery ; as in | 
you will perceive, by my care to explain, or | | 

to avoid anatomical and technical terms; | 
ſo that every attentive reader, as well as Y : | 
accoucheurs, may be able to judge whether 1 ö 
my ſentiments be conſonant with reaſon and | 

common ſenſe, | 1 
Indeed, I have often thought, that adults 1 
of both ſexes ought to know a little of mid- 0 
wifery before they marry, and I would much 
rather put a decent ſyſtem of it into the 
hands of my children, than a novel, a ro- 
mance, or a play; which frequently treat 
of amours, innocent ſeductions, &c. and thus 
inject the moſt malignant poiſon into the j 
minds of youth : whereas books which treat 
of the exacTicx of midwifery ox Lx, are as 
proper to be read by adults, as many parts 
of the Moſaic law are, and will teach men 
how to judge, if their wives be treated with 
decency and propriety by their operators ; 
they will teach women to be more uſeful to 
each other ; and how to conduct THEM-= 
SELVES, fo as to promote their own ſafety 
and comfort during geſtation, labour, and 
lying-in; they would alſo learn that ſpinal | 1 1 
1 de- "8 
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deformity is the cauſe of difficult and fatal 
labours, which might induce thoſe who have 
diſtorted pelves (the ſpine projecting to- 
ward the. ſhare bone, owing to rickets in 
childhood, or molities oſſium in a riper 
age), to keep ſingle, which might nearly 
put an end to the Cæſarean operation. I 
believe alfo, that a flight knowledge of 
midwifery, would take away that fear of 
death which women generally have, when 
their labour commences, and which often 
damps tk courage and retards their pains. 
And, what 1s of the greateſt importance, it 
would tcach them that nature compleats the 
delivery, 99 times in 100, and (of courſe) 
that a man-midwife is not wanted more than 
once in 100 labours. 

In ſhort, it as much our duty to obtain 
this knowledge, as 1t 1s to ſtudy the means 
for recovering drowned perſons. 

In treating of labours, I ſhall not ſpeak of 
them ſcientifically, as Natural, Preternatural, 
Difficult, and Complex: but I ſhall follow a 
whim of my own, and divide them into Natu- 
ral, Manual, Inſtrumental, and Fatal ; and 


Mew the operator's buſineſs in each. 
I do 


4 
Fi 
E 
4 
: 
I 
; 
3 
3 


3 

I do not intend to enter into the diſpute 
between you and Dr. Oſhorn, concerning 
the Cæſarcan operation, though I may have 
occaſion to mention it in its proper place; 
but I ſhall be more prolix reſpetting Dr. 
Lowder*s Lever, which your ſon is about to 
recommend to the males who practiſe mid- 
wifery. | 


I have the honour to be, 


— Sin; 


4 \. 


Your moſt obed wt 


Humble ſervant, 
London, 


Jan. 3d, 1793. 
Joux Brunt, 
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LETTER II. 
SIR,- 

AGAIN beg leave to borrow your words, 
in order to aſſure you, that I ſhould 
carefully ſhun every perſonal detail, did it 
affect myſelf merely as an individual; and 
* did I not wiſh to contribute my feeble 
© efforts, to check the 1myroeER prattice 

+ which has lately been ſo very prevalent. 


* Swayed by theſe motives alone, I pro- 


* ceed” to the FirsT head, namely, the de- 
ſcription of the pelvis, and its contents, in 
females. The above apology might have 
been omitted till the third head be diſcuſſed, 
but I choſe to inſert it now, leſt I ſhould 
then forget it. The pelvis is an (almoſt) 
cylindrical bone, whereby the trunk 1s joined 
to the lower extremities; of courſe every 
child muſt paſs through it in the birth. 

It is compoſed of the ſhare bone (a) before, 
the rump and the lower part of the back. 
bone (b) behind, and the hip and flank 
bones (c) laterally. 

Theſe 


(a) Pubes, (bj Coceyx and Sacrum. (e] Iſchium and Ilium. 
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Theſe are ſurrounded by ſtrong ligaments, 
ſo as to prevent the ſacro-iliac joints from 
giving way, when a great weight is put on 
the ſhoulders, 

The rump bone in young and middle-aged 
ſubjects moves 4 of an inch backward, when 
the feces are expelled; but ſometimes is 
anchiloſed with the ſacrum, and loſes its mo- 
bility, in women who marry late in life; ſo 
that the birth of (at leaſt) the- firſt child is 
rendered more lingering, if not more difh- 
cult ; but they are ſeldom in danger on this 
account, as the child's head generally forces 
the os coccygis (d) backward in its paſſage, 


and then the pelvis is enlarged to its natu- 


ral ſize, and the difficulty is removed. 

The two pubis bones are joined together 
before by cartilage (e), and this inarticulate 
junction is called /ymplhyſis pubis. I am allo 
aware that the fœtal pelvis is not ſo com- 
pletely offified as the adult pelvis, which has 
been deſcribed; but that circumſtance has 
very little to do with midwifery. 

B 4 The 


d) Rump- bone. (e) Griſtle. 
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The pelvis is more ſhallow at the pubes 
than elſewhere, which defect beneath is call- 
ed the arch pubis. The upper aperture of 
the pelvis is called its brim, and the lower 
aperture, its outlet, I ſhall not deſcribe its 
diameters, axis, and minute points ; theſe 
having nothing to do with the deſign of this 
publication. 

The pelvis 1s partly vertical and partly 
horizontal, inclining forward, The ſacrum 


is joined to the lumbar vertebræ (f), and 


in ricketty children they often project in- 
ward too near to the ſhare bone, owing to 
weakneſs, which leſſens the upper aperture 
of the pelvis, and (of courſe) renders labour 
more or leſs difficult and dangerous, in pro- 
portion to the deformity; the natural progreſs 
of the child being impeded thereby, Theſe 
are called diſtorted or deformed pelves. 
The female pelvis contains, the bladder 
before, and alſo the urethra* (g), which lies 
exactly within the ſymphyſis pubis; the ute- 
rus (h) in the middle; and the rectum (i) 


behind. 


The 


1f) Spine of t he loins. (g) Water paſſage. 
(h) Womb. (i) Loweſt gut. 
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The ſhape of the womb reſembles a large 
pear a little flattened ; and becomes more 
globular as the fœtus grows. The upper 
and largeſt part of it is called fundus uteri; 
the lower and ſmaller part, cervix uteri (1); 
and the mouth of it is called os uteri, It 
is ſuſpended before and laterally, by three 
chords or hgaments. It does not ſtretch as 
the fœtus grows, but actually grows allo ; 
and becomes nearly as diminutive as before, 
in a few days after the child is born. The 
womb's mouth may be ſelt in the vagina, re- 
ſembling the mouth of a puppy, or of a tench; 
wherefore ſome call it os tincæ. I omit 
the deſcription of the ovaria and fallopian 
tubes, having very little to do with mid- 
witery. 

The womb's mouth cloſes on conception, 
and generally remains. in that ſtate during 
the time of geſtation, 

About the fourth month, the fundus of the 
womb becomes too large to be contained in 
the cavity of the pelvis, and therefore it riſes 
into the cavity of the abdomen, where. it re- 

= mains. 


j) Womb's neck. 
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mains till the delivery, This, women call, 
quickening. The foetus ſwims in a fluid call- 
ed liquor amnii, the whole time of geſtation; 
which fluid is encloſed in a thin membrane 
or bladder: thus the tender fœtus is protected 
from being injured by the preſſure of the 
abdominal muſcles, the abdominal viſcera (x) 
and the internal part of the lumbar vertebræ. 

The placenta (I) adheres (when right) to 
the fundus uteri; one end of the funis um- 
bilicalis (m) is inſerted into the placenta, 
and- the other end into the child's navel ; 
through which it is fuppoſed to draw nouriſh» 
ment from the mother. 

When a part of the amnios or chorion 
happens to adhere to the child's face in the 
birth, the more enl:ghtened matrons think it 
an invaluable acquiſition, as it renders its 
owner an amphibious animal, and thus pre- 
vents the poſſibility of his being drowned, 

Indeed there oght to be three or four 
venders of cauls in every town throughout 
the kingdom, for the public might derive 
full as much benefit from them, as from the 

; ſame 


(k) Bowels. (I) After- burden. m) Navel ſtring. 
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fame number of men-midwives, and I really 
lament their Ignorance hereof. 

Pardon this ironical digreſſion, Sir; I will 
now take a little notice of the foetal ſkull, 
being an important part of the contents 
of the gravid uterus. The head of a newly 
born. child is not completely oſſified, the 
ſkull being compoſed of ſeveral different 
bones, with a ſuture running betwixt each 
of them; ſo that the edges of the bones can 
overihoot each other in the birth, in order 
to render it more eaſy, by moulding the ſhape 
of the head to the pelvis: and yet they do not 
overſhoot ſo much as to allow the brain to 
be compreſled, ſo as to injure the child. 
The large opening on the top of the head, 
is called the anterior ſonlanel; the ſmaller 


the poſterior fontanel ; the anterior being 
large, and ſurrounded by the angles of four 
bones (n), is eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the 
poſterior, which is ſmaller, and is ſurrounded 
by only three. angles (o). If the head be 
B 6 tod 


n) Two frontal, and 2 parietal. 
(o) Two poſterior angles of the parietals, and the cor- 
reſponding point of the occipital bone, 


one toward the back of the head is called 
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too much oſſified, the labour is thereby ren. 
dered more difficult. The ſeam which runs 
from the one fontanel to the other, dividing 
the ſkull on the top of the head, is called the 
ſagittal ſuture; the frontal, parietal, lambdoi- 


dal, and occipital ſutures I ſhall not particu- 


larly deſcribe, as it would perplex (rather 
than inſtruct) the perſons for whoſe ule this 
book is deſigned. 

The perineum, which ſeparates the vagina 
from the anus, 1s the only external part of 
the mother which I ſhall mention, in this 
deſcription of the pelvis and its contents, 
which 3 have now brielly given. 


{ have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER III. 


SIRg 

1 NOW proceed to the SzcoxD thing pro- 

poſed, namely, to conſider the different 
kinds of labours; and I ſhall begin with na- 
tural labour, or births accompliſhed by the 
powers of nature, whether the head, breech, 
or feet preſent. The operator's. buſineſs is 
allo to be conſidered. I am not ignorant 
that modern authors call thoſe labours na- 
tural only, where the occiput (p) preſents to 
the pubes, and the expulſion of the child 


and ſecundines (q) is accompliſhed, without 


any aſſiſtance from the operator, within 24 
hours. I alſo know that when (under the 
ſame circumſtances) the time excceds 24 
hours, it is called lingering or laborious 


labour. But I make no apology for treating 


them otherwiſe. Labour having commen- 
ced, the patient has grinding pains ; which 
diſpoſe the os uteri to open. Sometimes 
they open it to a ſufficient extent for the 
child to paſs through it, and then the forcing 
pains expels it. Other times the violent 


pains. 


(p) Back part of the head, (q) After- burden. 


14 
1 N 
N 
ms 
; 
it 
[ | 
, G 
* 3 : 
* 

1 

bi 

5 


[| 
15 
1 


( 26 ) 

pains come on very ſuddenly, when the 
womb's mouth 1s not opened more than the 
ſize of a half-crown piece. The womb con- 
tracts forcibly on the child, which increaſes 
the pains in number, duration, and power; 
the membranes are thereby broken, the 
water diſcharges, and Jubricates the paſlage ; 
the preſenting part of the foetus deſcends, 
whether it be head, breech, or feet, and the 
child is at length expelled by theſe different 
powers of nature. I need not dwell longer 
on the difterence (in nature, continuation, 
and office) of the two kinds of pains; the 
variety being too great to be committed to 
paper. I only remark, that in general, the 
grinding pains commence vith the coloured 
diſcharges ; and that ſpurious pains continue 
much longer than real labour pains, return- 
ing irregularly, without dilating the. os uteri. 

After the expulſion of the fœtus, there 
are generally a few gentler pains, which ex- 


pel the placenta, and then the labour is 


finiſhed. Sometimes it follows the child 


in five minutes, other times not till one, two, 
or three hours, | 


Thus 


( #7 ) | 

Thus much for what I call Natural 
Labour. 

I am now to deſcribe what a man-midwiſe 
has to do herein. 

When he arrives, he aſks his patient how 
ſhe is, obſerves her pains a few minutes, ard 
then thinks it high time to try one. If the 
huſband be preſent, his firſt buſineſs is to 
get him out of the room. This is generally 
done, by his receiving a wink, a nod, or a 
whiſper, from one of the females who had 
engaged herſelf ſeveral months before-hand 
to aſſiſt at the labour, with a deſign to ſatisfy 
her curioſity. Dr. Buchan (in his Domeſtic 
Medicine) makes the following pertinent 
remark concerning this pernicious cuſtom, 

We cannot help taking notice of that 
* ridiculous cuſtom, which ſtill prevails in 


* ſome parts of the country, of collecting a 


number of females together upon ſuch oc- 
caſions. Theſe, inſtead of being uſeful, 
ſerve only to croud the houſe. Beſides, 
they hurt the patient with their noiſe, and 
often, by their untimely and impertinent 
advice, do much miſchief.” 

But you know, Sir, prudence forbids the 


male- 
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male-midwife to ſhew any diſpleaſure againſt 
theſe ſuperſluous females, whether they diſ- 
tract the patient with obſcene noiſe, or terrify 
her with diſmal tales about bad labours; tales 
which they have picked up at former labours, 
well improved by having paſſed through 
various editions. I ſay, the accoucheur muſt 
not offend any of theſe good-nalured dames, 
who are aſſembled to Ai their friend with 
kindneſs, becauſe perhaps ſeveral of them are 
pregnant, and he is a candidate for the job. 
But to return to the huſband ; I need not 
inform you that decency requires him to 
withdraw; cuſtom having eſtabliſhed it as a 
law, it muſt not be broken; and indeed, I 
can produce various realons why it ought 
not. | 
Firſt, he might happen to ſee ſome part 
of his wife which he is unacquainted with, 
though there can be no harm done by what 
the Doctor ſees or handles, becauſe you know, 
Sir, Doctors are to be looked upon as old 
women, ſo that it is perfectly right to have 
half a dozen preſent, occaſionally. They 
are deprived of thoſe paſſions which are 


peculiar to ALL other men; hence we never 
hear 


( 29 ) 

hear of their abuſing the confidence repoſed 
in them; of which more hereafter, They 
are as innocent as a Monk in a female con- 
vent; or an Italian Ciciſbeo, when dreſſing 
and undreſling his lady, the huſband being 
about his buſineſs in the counting-houſe, 
or on the exchange: In ſhort, Sir, I think 
they may be compared to any effeminate 
Men, except the Eunuchs in a ſeraglio. 

Secondly, the female attendants would 
bluſh more to ſee the patient's own huſband 
during the labour, than to ſee a ſcore of 
medical men or boys in the room. 

Thirdly, huſbands knowing the truth of 
theſe obſervations, ought to place the utmo/t 
confidence in an Accoucheur, though he be 
ſingle, ſprightly, in the bloom of life, and 
does not bear the beſt character in the world 
with reſpe& to a certain vice, that ſeldom 
troubles young men; and though the patient 
may happen to be alſo very young and beau- 
tiful. Neither the novelty nor beauty of the 


object can at all affect ſuch a young male- 


midwife, no not even in the early part of the 
labour, when there is nothing to excite diſ- 
guſt, So that he will not be tempted to take 


a peep 


= 
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a peep at her fine- ſhaped legs, when he lays 
hold of them to help her on the bed, nor 
will he try one pain too many. If my wife 
were going to bathe in the ſea, and happened 
unluckily to fancy the aid of a male-guide 
in order to be faſhionable, I ſhould certainly 
walk away from the beach while ſhe was 
gone into the water, leſt I ſhould be called 
a jealous man, and leſt I ſhould not att like 
other huſbands; for you know, Sir, it is 
better to ſubmit to the greateſt abſurdity and 


inconvenience, than to offend againſt the 


cuſtom of our country. Therefore if I were 


not capable of counting my gold, I ought to 


turn my back, while I commit my purſe to a 
ſtranger, that he may count it for me. 
But this ſhall ſuffice at preſent, to ſhew 


why huſbands ought not to attend their wives' 


labours, in order to encourage them to bear 
their pains, eſpecially as that is one part of 
a male-midwife's buſineſs, and he is not at 
a loſs for kind and ſweet words for that 
purpale. 

The doctor having put the lady on the 
bed, and the nurſe having thrown a cover 
over her, a pain mult be tried, which ſhould 

cer- 


W. 
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certainly be done by a man or a boy in pre- 


ference to an experienced midwife, for 
decency's ſake. 


He then puts one hand under the bed- 


cover, and on examination perceives the os 
uteri opening, and the head preſenting in 
the moſt favourable manner ; that is, with 
the face turning toward the concavity of the 
lacrum: this he knows by feeling the poſte- 
rior fontanel ; the ſagittal ſuture running 
nearly backward. Or perhaps he finds the 


preſentation to be juſt the reverſe, by feeling 


the anterior fomanel, and the ſagittal ſuture 
running toward the middle of the ſacrum. 
He then knows that the birth will not be 
quite ſo eaſy as in the former caſe; but 
on either occaſion it is his duty to wait the 
iſſue, and not attempt to hurry the buſineſs. 
If he at firſt cannat feel the preſenting part, 
he waits till the womb's mouth be more 
dilated, and the child be deſcended lower in 
the pelvis. | | 

You know, Sir, this buſineſs is performed 
with the fore-finger of the right hand, the 
woman lying on her left fide, near the foot 
or ide of the bed, having her knees drawn 


up-. ; 
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up. I aſſure you, Sir, the faculty did well 
to change the term Tovcn for that of Tr y- 
IN Or TAKING A PAIN} becauſe the former 
term carried its de: gn with it; whereas the 
latter indicates that you will try if you can 
bring the child nn the preſent pain, or 
that you can rally take a part of the pain 
away which the ſuffering woman feels. This 
technical caution has certainly done ſome- 
thing toward keeping women out of this 
employment, for which they are naturally ſo 
unqualified. Women in labour have always 
thought the doctor can deliver them when- 
ever he pleafes, without paying the leaſt 
attention to nature's time ; and that an 1gno- 
rant midwife can only receive the child 
when it comes; and herein they judge too 
well, which I ſhall hereafter prove. 

This term ought to be kept up then, be- 
cauſe it leads women to ſuppole you never 
try a pain without having thery advantage in 
view. 

To return to the operator, whom. we leſt 
with his hand under the bed-cloaths ; if he 
have reaſon to believe that it is not labour, 


the os uteri being firmly cloſed, and no proper 
di- 
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diſcharge ; or if his preſence have driven 
the pains away, which 1s a very common 
caſe, he returns home, as well as the curi- 
ous and officious females; cach party being 
greatly diſappointed, and deſiring to be called 
in good time when the ſigns of labour re- 
appear. 

If it be real labour, he ſtays, tries pains 
in what poſition ke plcaſes, and as often as 
he pleaſes ; but all this does not forward the 
labour one ot. 

At length the pains force the head into 
the cavity of the pelvis, till it reſts, or rather 
preſſes on the perineum ; the man-midwife 
then takes a cloth in his left hand, which he 
keeps tightly preſſed againſt the perinæum 
(leſt it ſhould be torn) till the head and 
ſhoulders be expelled ; if the poſterior fon- 
tanel preſent, the occiput comes out under 
the arch of the pubis, and vice verſa. If 
on examination he find the breech preſent- 
ing, the pelvis large, and the woman's pains 
ſtrong, he has nothing to do but receive the 
child, as in the former caſes. He knows 
the breech from the head by its ſoftneſs, by 
the parts of generation, and by the meco- 

mum, 


6840 
nium, which is generally forced out of the 
child's rectum in this preſentation, 

If the feet preſent with the heels toward 
the pubes, he muſt by no means alter its 
poſition, but receive the child as nature 
expels it. It may not be amiſs, however, 
to obſerve, that a foot is diſtinguiſhed from 
a hand, by the heel, and by the great diffe- 
rence between toes and fingers ; and that in 
thele laſt two caſes the perinæum muſt be 
ſupported, as well as in the former, during 


the expulſion of the foetus; and the fuuis 


ſhould be flackened a little as ſoon. as the 
operator can reach it, provided it be found 
to pulſate. | 
The child being born, the operator keeps 
it on the ſheet which is ſpread on his knee, 
till he has tied a four-fold thread, four or 
five times round the navel ſtring, about two 


inches from the belly, and another about 
two inches farther from the navel ; he then 
cuts the navel ſtring in two (with a pair of 
ſciſſars) betwixt the two ligatures, and gives 
- the child to the nurſe. 


His next buſineſs is to examine the pati- 


..ent's belly, to ſee whether there be another 


child, 


1 


child. If there be, it is generally managed 
juſt the ſame as the firſt, which it follows, 
and both the placentas are moſtly expelled 
| after the ſecond child is born, as they are 
| ſeldom diſunited. He can tell if there be 
not another child, by the ſoftneſs and ſmall- 
neſs of the abdomen. 

There being no other child in the womb, 
| he waits till nature expels the placenta; 
during which time (if long) he examines the 
child, to fee that it be perfect, and not hurt 
in the birth. 'The placenta being expelled, 
he puts it in a pot, puts a dry cloth to the 
patient, and retires, The huſband is then 
permitted to ſee his wife, the operating gen- 
tleman having firſt congratulated her on her 
ſaſe delivery, for which ſhe thanks him more 
chan God, believing that ſhe is indebted to 
a his care, ſkill, dexterity, and tenderneſs, for 
it I tbe caſe and ſafety which ſhe experiences. 
1 Excuſe the prolixity of this letter, and 
of believe me to be 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 
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LETTER IV. 


SIR 
ERMIT me now to prove, that nature 
alone performs the delivery gg times in 
100; that when midwives are employed, 
they have no more to do than I have de- 
ſcribed, 99 times in 100; and that gg times 
in ioo, men-midwives OUGHT to do no more. 
That they do do more, to the great injury 
of mother and child, I ſhall prove in a ſub- 
ſequent letter. | 
In proof of the firſt articular, I ſhall 
quote the opinion of (your countryman) Dr. 
Smellie, in his Diviſion of Labours. Let 
© us ſuppole another thouſand women de- 
« livered in the ſame place, not above three, 


* fix, or eight ſhall want extraordinary afhiſt- 


£ ance ; nay, ſometimes, though ſeldom, 


© when the child is young or uſually ſmall, 


and the mother has ſtrong pains and a large 
« pelvis, it ſhall be delivered even in the 
© very woRsT poſition, without any other 
help than that of the labour-pains.” 

I will alſo quote his opinion in proof of 
the ſecond and third particular, 


He 
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He further ſays, Caſe I. Collection 14. 
For although it is commonly ſaid, that 
ſuch a woman was laid by ſuch a perſon, 
the delivery is generally performed by the 
labour-pains; and if we walt with PATI- 
ENCE, Nature f HERSELF will do the work." 
I ſhall next quote the opinion of another 
of your countrymen, who, though a medical 
man, has juſt the ſame opinion of male- 
midwifery, as I have, and thouſands of hul- 
bands beſides. See Dr. Buchan's Domeſtic 
Medicine, on child-birth; Nature, z Lerrt 
* to herſelf, will ſeldom fail to expel the 
« ſcetus.” 

Hereto I ſhall add the teſtimony of your 
friend Dr. Oſborn, (Eſſays on the Practice 
of Midwifery, page 34.) For whether at 
the commencement of labour, or at the 
* firſt opening of the os uteri by the mem- 
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* branes and waters, or the firſt entrance of 


the child's head into that part, or indeed 

during its whole progreſs through the 

cavity of the pelvis, every interference, 

or pretended aſſiſtance, is equally injuri- 

ous, and cannot be beneficial.” 

Now, Sir, let us aſk counſel of a Woman 
C re- 
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reſpecting this matter; a woman whoſe prac- 


tice was much more extenſive than your's, I 
preſume“. 


A 


* She will give him credit for what he has 
appeared to do for her; and meaſure her 
ſenſe of acknowledgment, by the pain of 
which ſhe will ſuppoſe he has helped to 
rid her; and in her joy at her dclivery, 
would think it even an ingratitude, to liſten 
to ſuggeſtions from others (or even from 
himſelf) that ſhould tend to diminiſh, ex- 
plain away, or (may be) reduce to nothing, 
the benefit ſhe ſo vainly imagines was His 
work.' 

And page 157, ſhe adds, Then it is that 
the mother is naturally in a rapture of joy 
at her deliverance, which ſhe never re- 
members but with gratitude, and of which 
ſhe only miſtakes the objett, by paying to 
the operator, what (in fatt) was due to na- 
ture; then it is, I ſay, that the mother, 
father, or parties concerned (for want of 
making due allowances in a point they are 


fo excuſable for not underſtanding) cor- 


dially join the ſelf-applauſe of the man- 
c mid- 
* Nihell's Midwifery, p. 155. 
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& midwife.” I have not quoted the opinion 
of theſe authors, in order to convince you of 
a truth which you are practically acquainted 
with, but with a deſign to counteract the 


ſophiſtry of men-midwives, who are perpetu- 


ally urging ien females not to employ their 
own ſex to deliver them; pretending that no 
woman is ſafe in heir hands, becaule they do 


not underſtand anatomy. How much general 


anatomy is wanted in the prattice of mid- 
wifery, I ſhall conſider hereafter. Permit me 
now to join your teſtimony to thoſe already 
quoted, as a confirmation of what I advanced 
concerning the powers of nature, being ſuffi- 
cient for the expulſion of the foetus (without 
the leaſt aid) 9g times in 100. In the caſe 
of Nelly Sanderſon, you ſay, page 115, 
The width” (of the pelvis) © at the brim, as 
nearly as I and my fon could judge, was 
* UNDER THREE INCHES.” 

Page 117, you ſay She was delivered of 
a male child, BY THE POWERS OF NATURE 
ALONE,* And page 118, * My ſon mea- 
ſured the head in the preſence of Mr. 
Woodford, with a pair of callipers, and 


-A 


A 


CI 


** 


found that it meaſured from one parietal 
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protuberance (r) to the other three inches 
and three quarters, and from the frontal (s) 
to the occipital bone (t) four inches and 
three quarters. The oflifications appeared 
as complete as uſual, 

The woman recovered very well, and 
walked 6 miles on the eleventh day after 
her delivery.' 

© I might add to theſe cafes ſeveral others, 
where the deformity of the pelvis ſeemed 
to be ſuch, that, according to your data *, 
the head of the child ſhould have been 
opened at the BEGINNING of labour; but 
where, by having patiently aLLowED the 
powers of nature to produce their full effeft, 
the delivery was accompliſhed with ſafety 
BOTH TO THE MOTHER AND CHILD,” 
Ah, Sir, that is the rock whereon ſo many 


helpleſs babes are wrecked! That © wazting 
patiently (in a lingering labour) requires a 
great deal of ſelf-denial in a man Who is ſent 
for to attend another tahour, where he ex- 
pets a good fee; eſpecially if he have got Dr. 


Low- 


{x) Side bone of the ſkull. (s) Forehead. (t) Hind head. 


* Addrefling Dr, Oſborn. 
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Lowder's Lever in his pocket, to force down 
the head with, of which I ſhall treat more 
fully hereafter : whereas a female operator 
js obliged to wait NATURE'S (ime, whatever 
ſhe may loſe by it, having no inſtrument but 
her hand. 

I am perſuaded, Sir, had male-midwives 
been faſhionable during the bondage, exo- 
dus, and travels of the Iſraelites through the 
wildernels, we ſhould have ſeen a very diffe- 
rent account of their immenſs number; all ot 
whom were brought, or rather received into 
the world, by women who were obliged to wait 
with patience, having no inſtruments to ſor- 
ward the buſineſs with. I do not ſay they arc 
never uſeful, but your two countrymen have 
proved that it ſeldom happens. And ſurely 
there can need no better proof of it than 
your own words, lat a head three inches and 
three quarters wide was (by having PATLENT- 
Ly waited the EU lgdffett of the powers of 
nature) born without the application of any 
inſirument, though the pelois was under three 
inches; and yet the woman was able to walk 
ix miles on the eleventh day, though 40 
years of age, —Query, Could ſhe have done 

C 3 it 


1 


it after being a//i/ted in the birth by the amous 
Lever ? 

I ſhall not now take notice of your ſon's 
dexterity, when he wounded the two parietals 
of Mrs. Gray's child's head therewith, in a 
(ſeemingly) leſs difhcult caſe than Nelly San- 
derſon's; but having explained and proved 
the ability of Nature, when LEFT to herſelf, 


I bave the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Sin, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


LET- 
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LETTER V. 
sI R, 
1 NOW proceed to explain what I call 


MANUAL LABOUR. 

Firſt, When the feet preſent, with the 
heels toward the mother's back, it is the 
operator's duty to turn its toes toward that 
part, and then he treats the caſe as before 
mentioned ; that is, he only ſupports the 
perinzum, and receives the child as nature 


expels it. But if the mother's pains ſail, -or 


her pelvis be deformed, or very ſmall, or if 
the head be uncommonly large and much 


oſſified, the operator aſſiſts the expulſion in 


proportion to the reſiſtance, with his hands 
only, laying hold of the child cloſe to the 
woman's parts. 

Secondly, If the woman's powers be inſuf- 
ficient to expel the child, when the breech 
preſents, the operator aſſiſts with his hands, 
drawing down firſt one leg and then the other. 
But I cannot believe the blunt hook (which 
has ſo often been uſed in this caſe) is at all 
neceſſary ; as a handkerchief may always be 
got over the thigh, to pull down the firſt leg ; 
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which may be prevented from returning, by 
the nooſe of a garter or fillet being ſlipped 
over it. 5 

Thirdly, If the arm or ſhoulder preſent, 
the operator knows the hand from the foot ; 
and he alſo knows the ſhoulder from the 
head or breech, by its taking up leſs room in 
the pelvis. So that whether the preſentation 
be the arm or the ſhoulder, it is his duty to 
turn tne child, and bring it by the feet, as in 
a ſoot caſe. This is very caſily done, if 
undertaken before the water be diſcharged 
from the uterus; but if not, it is difficult and 
laborious to the operator, and painful to the 
mother, as well as dangerous to both mother 
and child. The womb contratts violently 
on the child, ſo that it is ſeldom born alive; 
and there is danger of. tearing the womb, if 
the operator be not very cautious. For theſe 
reaſons, no midwife, male or female, ought 
to be employed, who cannot turn a fœtus in 
utero. 

Fourthly, When a dangerous flooding 
comes on in labour, before the head be de- 
ſcended into the pelvis, it may be deemed a 


manual labour ; becauſe the child ought to 
be 
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be turned and brought by the feet, in order 
. that the womb may contratt, and its veſlels 
be cloſed, as ſoon as poſſible, as the beſt means 
to ſtop the hemorrhage, and fave the woman's 
life. The fame method ſhould be purſued 
when parturient convulſions attack the pa- 
tient violently, 

Fifthly, When the pains do not expel the 
placenta within two or three hours after the 
child is born, owing to its extraordinary ad- 
heſion to the uterus, or to its retention by 
means of an irregular contrattion of the 
womb, it is the operator's duty to deliver it 
manually. 

When it adheres to the uterus, and. does 
not ſeparate by a few gentle pulls at the fu- 
nis, he introduces his hand into the utcrus 
(being guided by the navel-ſtring), till he 
finds its inſertion into the after-burthen ; if 
it WW it be not ſeparated from the womb, he peels 
in it off with his fingers, taking care not to tear 

off a part of the inner ſurface of the womb 
'S vich it. If it be ſeparated, but detained by 


hour-glaſs, he introduces his hand beyond 
the contralted part, into what may (then) be 
C5 called 


the womb's contracting in the middle like an 
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called the upper chamber of the womb, and 
has nothing more to do but lay hold of it, 
and take it away. 

Laſjily, When the navel-ſtring preſents, 
(owing to a premature rupture of the mem- 
branes), it may be called a Manual Labour. 

When the operator finds the funis below 
the head, the head being above the brim of 
the pelvis, he ought to roll it up in a linen 
Tag, and return it, which generally prevents 


its coming down again in the ſubſequent 


Pains ; but if it does not anſwer the deſired 
end, it is his duty to turn the child and bring 
it by the feet in order to ſave its life; for if 
the navel ſtring be long compreſſed between 
the head and the bones of the pelvis, it ſtops 
the circulation of the blood which comes 
from the mother, and kills the child. This 
caſe ſeldom occurs, except it be by the im- 
prudence of the operator in breaking the 
membranes to haſten the birth, or trying 


too many pains, and that during the conti- 


nuance of the pains ; for though the funis 
will ſwim down paſt the head in the current 
of water, when the waters are diſcharged 
before the head deſcends low enough to fill 
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up the ſuperior aperture of the pelvis, the 
membranes (if the child be alive) very rarely 
break of their ow N accord, when the head is 
above the brim of the pelvis. 

Thus have I conſidered Manual Labours. 
The rupture of the womb ſo ſeldom happens 
by the efforts of nature, that it needs not 
be noticed here. 

I ſhall now draw a few inferences from 
this, and the two preceding letters. 

Inference firſt. If even a manual labour 
does not happen once in one hundred births, 
which I have proved from the writings of 
Dr. Smellie, who was a great advocate for 
inſtruments; every modeſt woman who wiſhes 
to preſerve her huſband's affedtions, and has 
no reaſon to expet a difficult labour, ought 
to engage a ſkilful midwife in preference to 
a man : for though a huſband may pretend to 
approve of unneceſſary male prattice, he has 
not a better opinion of his wife ſor ſubmitting 
to it ; he knows there may be much :mproper 
intercourſe between a man-midwife and his 
patient, when there is no criminal connec- 


tion : yea, he knows that midwifery is a 


practice too INDECENT for men to purſue 
C 6 (how- 
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(however decently they may acquit themſelves) 
when difficulty does not render male aid 
ABSOLUTELY neceſſary, No ſenſible huſ— 
band can brook an acceſs to his wife's perſon 
in common with men-midwives, men- ſtay- 
makers, men- mantua- makers, &c. therefore 
if women would induce their huſbands to 
keep their matrimonial engagements, - they 
ought not to provoke them to a breach there- 
of, by a wanton and unneceſſary expoſure of 
the moſt ſacred part of their perſons to men- 
midwives ; which (to my certain knowledge) 
has orrEN produced diſcord in families; 
beſides the evil tendency of holding out ſuch 
a pernicious example to adult daughters, 
Inference ſecond. If the poor be fafely de- 
livered by midwives, both at their own habi- 
tations and in the lying-in hoſpitals, though 
they have many more preternatural labours 
than the rich, owing to the laborious exer- 
ciſe which they are. obliged to take, every 
MODEST rich female ought to employ her 
own ſex, or be aſhamed to ſhew her face 


among thoſe who do; eſpecially as ſhe can 


afford to keep a man in waiting, in caſe any 
difficulty ſhould happen which the midwite 


Call- 
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cannot manage ; though there is generally 
time enough to procure one in ſuch caſes, 

In the name of reaſon, let all charitable 
inſtitutions employ men to deliver poor 
women, if midwives be not as ſafe ; if they 
be (which experience daily confirms), let the 
rich employ them, and prove that the preſent 
generation is as modeſt as our great-grand- 
mothers were, who never ſent for a man, 
but in difficult caſes. A man midwzfe is an 
unheard-of animal, in nine tenths of the 
olobe. 


pable of managing 99 caſes in 100, is it not 
lamentable that there are 99 men-midwives 
. for one midwife ? and that the male praQtiti- 
8 oners are ſtill increaſing, infomuch that five 
1 new ones (fome men, and ſome boys) have 
8 ſet up in one ſtreet near my houſe, within 
- 200 yards of each other, during the laſt ſix 
y months ? 

Thus many females are (in ſome meaſure) 
OBLIGED to employ men, contrary to their 


ful midwives, eſpecially in the country, and 
Ignorant ones I am no adyocate for, any 
more 


Inference third. If ſkilful midwives be ca- 


inclinations, becauſe there are very few ſkil- 
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( 60} 
more than ignorant Accoucheurs, with which 
England abounds. 

Inference fourth. If male midwifery be an 
indecent and effeminate employment, when 
unneceſſary, every man-midwife who gets 
a living by it, ought to be looked upon as 
injurious, rather than uſeful to ſociety ; for 
though faſhion ſanctions his trade, neither 
reaſon nor common ſenſe can juſtify it. 

Inference fifth. Are not thoſe huſbands who 
are contented to have their wives pulled 
about by men midwives unneceſſarily, worthy 
to be crowned with aſs's ears, though not 
entitled to cuckold's horns ? 

Inference ſixth. Is thoſe women's modeſty 
ſpurious or genuine, who employ men to 
deliver them in eaſy labours, in preference to 
{ſkilful midwives who (they know) have deli- 
vered many of their more modeſt neighbours 
ſafely ? ns 

Let it be remembered, theſe inferences do 
not apply to women who cannot obtain a good 
midwife, or who have difficult labours ; nor 
do they apply to the huſbands of ſuch women. 

Inference ſeventh. Is it not the duty of all 


modeſt women and their buſbands, to unite 
their 


(68 } 


their efforts to aboliſh ſuch an indecent 
practice, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh and 
ſupport an inſtitution for the inſtruttion of 
female prattitioners, who might deliver poor 
women gratis during the latter part of their 
ſtudies? Thus charity and modeſty would 


be ſupported and promoted at the ſame time. 


Inference laſt. Women (when properly in- 
ſtructed) being as capable of turning a child 


as men, are not thoſe teachers of the art who 


take 12 guineas from each female pupil, and 
do not teach them how to turn, guilty of all 


| the injury which happens in conſequence of 


their ignorance ? 

As I ſhall reſume ſome of theſe particulars 
in the latter part of the work, I ſhall quit 
them at preſent, 


And have the honour to be, &c, 
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LETTER VI. 


six, 


OU doubtleſs rejoice that I have been 

ſo ſimple as to acknowledge the inca- 
pacity of women to manage preternatural 
caſes, that being an argument in favour of 
male practice. Let me beſeech you, Sir, to 
ſuſpend your joy till we meet again on the 
ſubject, under the {th head ; where I ſhall 
prove, that much more miſchief has been 
done by the inſtruments of iu men, than 
by the hands, or by the omiſſions of ignorant 
women; and I ſhall alſo take notice of the 
ignorance of men midwives, and their blun- 
ders. I am now to conſider what labours 
require the uſe of the forceps, and how the 


operator applies them; but I muſt firſt de- 


{cribe the inſtrument itſelf. 

The modern forceps are generally covered 
with leather ; the blades are made of the beſt 
tempered ſteel, about two inches wide at the 
extreme point, and the width gradually de- 
creaſes all the way to the joint, which is very 
ſimple; they have wooden handles, which 


being preſſed together when applied to the 
child's 
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child's head, over the ears, the blades en- 
cloſe the head faſt enough to aſſiſt the de- 
livery, but do not compreſs the parietal and 
frontal bones, ſo much as to injure the brain; 
being about three inches from the inſide of it þ 
one blade to the infide of the other in the | 
© wideſt part, when the handles are cloſed ; 
and the curve is well adapted to the form of 
the head. 

The application of this inſtrument is ne- 
ceſſary, | 1 
* Firſt, When there is a conſiderable diſpro- 
3 portion between the cavity of the mother's 
E pelvis and the child's head, ſo that her vigo- 
rous pains cannot expel it, the full effect of 
© them having been tried; and the reftum and 
bladder emptied, the firſt by clyſters, andthe 
latter with the catheter * for a woman can 
8 {cldom make water when the child's head 
preſſes againſt the urethra. | 

Whether the head be tumified, uncom- 
monly large, or very much oflified, ſo that 
the bones are too firm naturally to over- 
ſhoot each other; or whether the mother's 
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* A ſilver inſtrument to draw off water. 
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pelvis be ſmall, or deformed in the cavity ; 
or whether there be no deformity, or natu- 
ral defect in ſize, but the os coccygis be an- 
chiloſed with the ſacrum, and will not move 
backward as uſual ; the head muſt be ex- 
tracted with the forceps; as improper delay 
might throw the mother into a fever, or 
perhaps her parts may be ſo much galled by 
the long preſſure of the head on them, as to 
cauſe a {loughing of the vagina, bladder, or 
rectum, and thus render her miſerable during 
her ſuture liſe ; beſides, too long delay en- 
dangers the child's life. 

Secondly, The forceps are neceſſary when 
the pains cannot expel the head, owing to its 
unfavourable poſition in the pelvis ; that is, 
when the forehead preſents diagonally, or to 
the ſymphyſis pubis. 

Thirdly, When there are excreſcences in 
the woman's ſoft parts. 

Fourthly, When they are unuſually rigid. 

Fifithly, When(owing to uterine weaknels) 
the pains decline, though every other cir- 
cumſtance be favourable. 


Sixthly, When the navel ſtring is found 
pul- 


86 
pulſating below the head, after it has entered 
the pelvis, ; 

Laſily, When dangerous hemorrhage, or 
convulſions attack the woman, after the 
| child's head has entered the pelvis, the pains 
being weak. The application of the forceps 
in theſe laſt two caſes, depends on the im- 
probability of a ſpeedy delivery by the 
powers of nature. 

The forceps never ought to be applied 
ſecretly, but the patient's huſband (if at home) 
ought to be conſulted, and ſhewn the nature 
of their application. I diſapprove of con- 
ſulting officious and curious females on theſe 
occaſions; the huſband (whoſe temporary 
ſervant the doctor is, as HE pays his wages) 
is moſt concerned in his wife's ſafe delivery, 
and ought not to be treated as a cypher in 
his own houle, : 

It is not to che credit of the late Dr. 
Smellie to adviſe the clandeſtine uſe of the 
forceps, and to give directions for the ac- 
compliſhment thereof, by hiding the two 
blades between the bed-cloaths. 

The bladder and rectum being emptied, 
and the patient's huſband conſulted, the ope- 

rator 
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rator tries to touch one of the child's ears 
with his finger; which done, is a certain ſign 
that the head is ſufficiently low in the pelvis 
to be encloſed by the two blades of the 
forceps; he then cautiouſly guides one blade 
over the ear, keeping the point cloſe to the 
child's head, leſt he ſhould encloſe a part of 
the womb's mouth; and alſo keeping his 
finger between the inſtrument and the wo- 
man's parts, in order to avoid injuring them, 
He then introduces the other blade (in like 
manner) over the other ear, and afterward; 
carefully locks them, fo as not to encloſe 
any part of the mother. Laſtly, he draws 
gently from ſide to ſide, or rather from han- 
dle to handle, in the line of the pelvis, ſup- 
porting the perinæum with the other hand, 
till the head be delivered, and nature gene- 
rally finiſhes the reſt, Sometimes great 
force is neceſſary, but it ought to be uled 
ſlowly, and increaſed gradually; and the 
operator ſhould reſt often, rather than fa- 
tigue the patient. Few women are ſtrong 
enough to uſe the forceps when there 1s great 
reſiſtance, though many may be able to app!y 
them judiciouſly, at leaſt, much better than 

a git. 


a giddy boy, who may pleaſe to write MAN- 


| MIDWIFE, inſtead of BOY-MIDWIFE, . 
over his door. At any rate, MEN are the | 
| zt0$T proper to ule the forceps. | 4 
Von perceive, Sir, I am no enemy to the f | 
practice of men on PROPER occaſions ; but It 
he who ſets up to attend natural labours, in [; 0 
Ja town where there are ſkilful midwives, 10 
may as well offer himſelf as a lady's maid ; bl 


oe. q | 


nor would it be a more diſgraceful employ- 1 | 
ment. Nor am I an enemy to the uſe of 61 
PROPER inſtruments on PROPER occaſions ; 
but I do not approve of their being uſed for 
the convenience and profit of the operator, 


rather than the comfort and ſafety of mother 11 
and child. || 

Fatar Lazours I enter upon with q 
reluctance. Firſt, Pelves which are ſo ſmall 8} 
at the upper aperture, owing to the projec- \18 


tion of the true vertebræ (u), that the child's Wt 
head can neither deſcend into the cavity, nor 
be drawn into it, when turned and brought by 1 


. . A 1 fo | 

the feet, require the deſtruction of the infant 1 
1 T 
to ſave the mother. 


Secondly, 


lu) Spine of the loins, 
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Secondly, When the cavity of a pelvis 


happens to be diſtorted ſo much that the head 
cannot paſs through it, the child muſt be 
lacrificed to ſave the mother. 

Thirdly, When the lower aperture of a 
pelvis is ſo contracted, that the head cannot 
be delivered with the forceps, the death of 
the child mult purchaſe the mother's life. 

As fatal labours ſeldom occur, I ſhall not 
run into any more particulars ; only juſt ob. 
ſerve, that the child ſhould never be deſtroy. 
ed too ſoon; that is, before the operator is 
ſatisfied (from weighing every circumſtance) 
that it cannot be avoided ; nor ſhould it be 
delayed too long after it is judged neceſſary, 
leſt the mother ſhould die through long 
fatigue. | | 

No certain rule can be laid down con- 
cerning this, as much depends on the mother's 
ſtrength to bear a long labour; the ſize of 
the child ; the mother having gone her full 
time, or only ſeven months, &c. But gene- 
rally ſpeaking, it is allowed thata full grown 
child can ſeldom be ſaved, where the upper 
aperture of the pelvis is under g inches from 


pubes to ſacrum, but that ſmall ſeven months 
children 


8 


children have been born alive, when it has 
been leſs than that. 


What does the operator do herein? — 


Being aſſured that there 1s no remedy, but the 
drcadful one of killing the child; having 
found the pelvis large enough to extract the 


hild through, when the head ſhall be redu- 
ed; and having (long before) emptied the 
ladder, and rectum, to give the head every 
oſſible chance of deſcending into the pelvis, 
y means of long continued ſtrong pains, but 
nding all in vain, he informs the woman's 
aſband of his wife's ſituation, calls in ano- 
her to juſtify his conduct, and whoſe advice 
e liſtens to, after ke alſo has examined the 
patient; being agreed that the operation is 
eceſſary, he ſends home for his perforating 

ciſlars, blunt hook, and crotchet. 
Having received his -inſtruments, and 
laced the woman in an advantageous po- 
tion, he firſt perforates the {kull with the 
iſſars, then ſcoops out the brains with the 
nd of a table ſpoon, and extratts the cranial 
ones, If the pelvis be very ſmall, it is com. 
on to leave the woman 24 hours, or more, 
at the child may putrify in this ſtate, and 
| that 
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„ 
that the body may be more eaſily extradded 
with the crotchet, which is generally done, 
by fixing it in the foramen magnum (u); vr 
if that part cannot be found, the operator 
tries to get ſome other firm hold; alway; 
keeping his hand in the vagina, oppoſite the 


point of the inſtrument, that it may wound 


his hand rather than the woman, if it ſhoul( 
ſlip. 

If the pelvis be not very ſmall, the ope- 
ration is generally finiſhed as ſoon as the 
head is opened, without leaving the patient 

The ſharp edges of the broken bones are 
kept covered with the teguments, during the 
extraction, that they may not wound the 
woman. 

The extracting inſtrument is a piece d 
ſteel, about 11 inches long, having a ſmall 
hook with a ſharp point at one end, and; 
large blunt hook at the other. 

When there is not quite one inch and: 
half from pubes to ſacrum, it is next to in. 
poſſible to extract the foetus through it, and 


becomes neceſſary to perform the Ceſariat 
Operation 


u) The hole which receives the ſpine of the neck. 
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ration, (w) which preſerves che child, but 
generally deſtroys the mother. 

It is lamentable, that in thoſe parts of the 
continent where the ſuperſtitious prejudices 
of the Roman Catholic religion have prevail- 
ed, many mothers have been deſtroyed (by 
this operation) to ſave the child's life ; when 
the deſtruction of the child might have ſaved 
the mother. It was done under the idea, 
that all infants dying unbaptized were 
damned. | 
Women have recovered from this opera- 
tion, when performed by midwives; Dr. 
Smellie has recorded two or three ſuch caſes; 
and yet it has ſeldom ſucceeded, when per- 
ſormed by able ſurgeons, who are certainly the 
moſt proper perſons to undertake it, as well 
as the opening of a child's head, and the ſubſe- 
quent extraction with the crotchet. Indeed, 
I think-it as preſumptuous for a midwife to 
attempt either, as it is ridiculous for a man, 


modeſt woman, who has a natural labour. 
D Here 


(* Opening the woman's abdomen to take the child out 
of the womb, 
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Here again, Sir, you perceive, I am no 
enemy to the obſtetric aſſiſtance of ſurgeons 
ON PROPER Occaſions; but as, Mrs. Nihell 
obſcrves, the very term of man mid-wzfe is 
as abſurd and inexplicable as that of woman 
coach-man. Therefore. the thouſands of 


gilt boards in this kingdom, which contain b 
the ambiguous demi-maſculine and demi- 
ſeminine word, ought to be pointed at by le 
every SENSIBLE paſſenger. 

Pardon me, Sir, I only mean that the word b. 
is ambiguous as to its etymology, for I think tt. 
it is a very good term to repreſent thoſe com- b) 
pound animals who uſurp a buſineſs ſo proper ot 
for women, and in EVER reſpett ſo unfit, ¶ ce 
improper, and indecent for men to purſue. W ch 


I am perfectly of Mrs. Nihell's opinion, Sh 
that ſuch a man ought to be treated with as ch 
much indignity, as if he undertook to clear- WW {oc 
ſtarch, hem a ruffle, or make a bed; yea, ma 
and with much greater; becauſe in all theſe I ma 
he is not called to handle the ſacred parts oi ¶ ed 
other men's wives. cel 

Again, /age-femme is the French word for ¶ not 
midwife, and I think /age-homme (wile, or} are 
cunning man) is a very appoſite term for 8 

man- 


N 


man- midwife, as there is no other ſet of men 
who poſſeſs a ſufficient degree of wiſdom, or 
cunning, tv enable them to get free acceſs to 
the perſons of ſo many fine women, to get 
their kind huſbands out of the room en, and 
to get well paid for their peeping into the 
bargain. 

Two INnFtRENCES ſhall conclude this 
letter. 

Firſt, If it require ſo much deliberation 
before the life of a mother or child be de- 
ſtroyed, no woman runs the ſmalleſt riſque 
by beſpeaking a midwite, as there is plenty 
of time to call in male aid, after suHE per- 
ccives that the pelvis is deformed, and the 
child does not advance by the ſtrong paing. 
„Should a violent flooding happen when the 
child's head is in the pelvis, a midwife can as 
{von procure a ſurgeon and his forceps, as a 
man-midwife can obtain his forceps; for no 


ed to a labour; but ſends for them on per- 
ceiving that they will be wanted. They are 
not WANTED once in goo labours, but they 
orF are vsED much oftener. 

or Secondly, How abſurd it is to hear females 
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who have natural labours, ſay, I might 
« have been delivered much ſooner, but the 
Doctor did not come in time.' Or, © I am 
ſure my labour would have been ſooner over, 
if I had been attended by a man inſtead 
of a woman;* when every wife knows how 
frequently children are born before help (as 
they falſly call an operator in natural labours) 
arrives, in ſpite of all the woman's endea- 
vours to prevent it. This clearly ſhews that 
nature does the work, which I have proved 
from the writings of the moſt eminent in the 
profeſſion, and that (gg times in 100) nature 
needs only to be ſuperintended, but not to be 
aided, | 

That many men have a knack of finiſhing 
natural labours quicker than nature herſelf, 
I readily grant ; but that either mother or 
child, or both, pay dearly for this maſculine 
dexterity, I ſhall hereafter prove. 

Having gone through the conſideration of 
the different kinds of labour, and the ma- 
nagement thereof, I wiſh hereafter to be un- 
derſtood as referring to Natural and Manual 
Labour, whenever I uſe the term Midwifery; 


becauſe I conſider the management of them 
to 


1 

to belong to women. Fatal and inſtrumen- 
tal labours ought to be attended by ſurgeons; 
therefore I ſhail diſtinguiſh their buſineſs 
therein from the prattice of midwifery, by 
calling it 0BSTETRIC ſurgery ; as the uſe of 
the forceps, embryulcia (x), and the Ceſari- 
an operation, have no more connedtion with 
the regular practice of midwifery than litho- 
tomy (y) has. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 
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(x) Killing the child 1x vTzRo, and extracting it with 
the crotchet. 
(y) Cutting for the ſtone, 
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LETTER VII. 


SIR, 


T is well known that example operates ſo 

powerfully on the juvenile mind, as to 

ſtamp an indelible impreſſion thereon. It is 
therefore my intention, 

In the Tr1rp place to enquire, if your 
and your brethren's mode of teaching mid- 
wifery to male pupils, be conſiſtent with 
decency. That many of them are very young, 
I hardly need mention, becauſe they are 
known to be ſo when they ſet up in bulinels, 

If a young man poſſeſs a laſcivious diſpo- 

Iition, he needs only chuſe that profeſſion, 
and he ſoon finds food for his paſſions; for 
in this modeſt age, females who pretend to 
n.o\leſty are ſo man ridden, that they will put 
up with the obſtetric ſervices of any thing 
that has the appearance of a man, rather than 
thoſe of their own ſex, 

But to the propoſed enquary : 

Firſt, You know, Sir, it is a rule for apo- 
thecaries' apprentices to deliver their maſters 
patients (under a pretence that he is from 
home) when he expetts to be called to a more 


pro- 


(07-1 
profitable labour ; and if no misfortune hap- 
pen in conſequence of the boy's inexperience, 
there may not be much harm in theſe puerile 
exploits; for after the lad has told all he 


/aw in the labour room, to the young grocer, 


draper, &c. who are his inſeparable compa- 
nions, he thinks very little more about it. 
If there be any thing too difficult for him, 
he ſends for his maſter to manage it, and the 
patient 1s ſatisfied ; eſpecially as ſhe has the. 
pleaſure to reflect, that ſhe has had the ſer- 
vices of two males for the fee of one, and 
has not been teazed by a fumbling midwife. 
This then is the firſt ſtage of obſtetric edu- 
cation. Aſter the young tyro has learned 
the practice of midwifery during his appren- 
ticeſhip, he next goes to London or Edin- 
burgh to ſtudy the theory of it: therefore, 
Secondly, Before he finiſhes his anatomical 
ſtudies, he ſubſcribes for two or three courſes 
of obſtetric lectures, and pays his part toward 
the expences of the lying: in patients, and 
then commences his career. 
Now, Sir, what do you think of the de- 
cency of procuring L1v1NnG females, for theſe 
boys to learn to uſe the catheter upon? Are 
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there no dead female ſubjects to be found 
in any of the diſſecting rooms? Have they no 
urethras, nor bladders? Or is it really more 
decent to practiſe on living ſubjects than on 
dead ones? 

I do not ſay that you recommend drawing 
off water to be learned on the temporary in- 
habitants of the hoſpital ; but I know thoſe 
who do. 

Again, What do you think, Sir, .of the 
decency of a touching lecture? 

Is it proper to convene a number of preg- 
nant women, for the purpoſe of being exa- 
mined all round by each pupil, in a ſtanding 
Poſture, both on the abdomen, and per vagi- 
nam ? Are not theſe women treated with leſs 
decency than a farmer would treat his mare 
or his cow, who wiſhed to examine if ſhe 
carried young ? | 

Pray, Sir, what is the uſe of this ſaid Zouch- 
ing? Why, it is deſigned to qualify men to 
inform modeſt women, whoſe uſual ſyſtem 1s 
a little deranged, and who cannot bear a 
midwife who has born half a dozen children 
to be their caſuiſt, whether they are breeding 
or not, and how far gone, I ſay, it is for 


the 
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the purpoſe of qualifying theſe boys to ſatisfy 
the curioſity of women, alias female brutes, 
who are ſuft:ciently faſhionable to be beyond 
the reach of vulgar cenſure, and who have 
ſoically forgo'ten to bluſh, unleſs it be by the 
aſſiſtance of rouge. Women who trample 
on the laws of decorum, and under the pro- 
tection of matrimony, ſtare chaſtity out of 
countenance. 

Are ſuch females proper companions for 
others, who pattenily wait two or three 
months after they think they have conceived, 
till they can determine the matter without 
the help of a midwife dottor to examine them, 
firſt by the nipples, then by the vagina and 
rectum, and laſtly by the abdomen, ſtanding 
or lying, according to the advice of Dr. 
Smellie? It is certainly the IN TERESH of 
accoucheurs to hamiſh modeſty from the fair- 
ſex, becauſe it is by this mean only that man- 
midwifery can be continued: Hence the rule 
among them to aſk women certain queſtions 
when the huſbands are not within hearing; 
inſtead of making the huſband the mean of 
intelligence, Why do they not aſk ſuch 
queſtions in the huſband's preſence ? Or elſe 
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1 
aſk the huſband inſtead of the wife? The 
reaſon is obvious; they take this firſt ſtep 
(under the protettion of their profeſſion) 
in order to break females in, and prepare 
them for a reception of their obſtetric ſer- 
vices. 5 

I fay this is done under the protection of 
their profeſſion, as the huſband would cer- 
tainly chaftiſe any other man, who dared to 
uſe ſuch indecent language to his wife. 

But to reſume the {ubjett : I do not charge 
Dr. Hamilton with a Touching Lecture; but 
I aſſure you, Sir, I know thoſe who have at- 
tended them in London. 

At any rate, I think leQurers ſhould con- 
tent themſelves with teaching their male- 
Pupils the increaſe and elevation of the 
gravid uterus; and as no ſingle-man ought 
to practiſe midwifery, let pupils ſuſpend their 
touching till they get married, and can exer- 
ciſe it lawfully. Neither do I think it law- 
ful for any man to. uſe the catheter on a 
woman, being a buſineſs proper for females 
only to exerciſe. What do you think, Sir, 
of a woman being expoſed to the xULL view 
of a man, the parts being ſo ſwelled that he 

Call- 
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CPE 
cannot find the meatus urinarius without 
ocular aſſiſtance ? and at the ſame time not 
in labour, but unable to paſs her water ſeve— 
ral days after delivery. 

And pray, Sir, why do not obſtetric leQtu- 
rers teach women how to do this, ſince it 
may be learned in half an hour ? Is the ana- 
tomy of the bladder and urethra ſo abſtruſe, 
that women have not a capacity » learn it? 
So you would perſuade your patients ; 


« Till their av; huſbands, gull'd by arts like theſe, 
© Grow gentle, traRable, and tame as geg.“ 


So much for the ſecond ſtage of obſtetric 
education; I ſhall now open the grand 
ſcene. You remember, Sir, it was a rule 
with the late Dr. Smellic, to have his pupils 
preſent at the delivery of his poor hoſpital 
patients, and, allo of poor women at their 
own dwellings : the following are his own 
words. In that ſeries of courles, one 
* thouſand one hundred and fifty poor wo- 
* men have been delivered in the preſence 
of thoſe who attended me, over and above 

D 6 © thoſe 
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© thoſe difficult caſes to which we are often 
called by midwives*,” Now, Sir, we will 
_ enquire, how Dr. Smellie and theſe ſwarms 
of male pupils that attended together were 
employed ; and for this purpole allo I fhall 
quote Dr. Smellie's own words. 
© Her breech being moved toward the 
« bed-fide, ſome of the gentlemen kept her 
in that poſition.” See Collection 25, Num- 
ber 2, Cale g. a 
In the year 1749, I, with my pupils, at- 
* tended one of our women in Drury-lane.” 
But we were all miſtaken as to the poſi- 
tion of the head; for J, as well as my pupils, 
imagined, that, as the head was ſo low, &c. 
I had her put in the ſame poſition, and 
applied the forceps in the ſame manner as 
in the aforementioned caſe. I then pulled 
gently every pain, and the woman being ex- 
poſed to ſueu the operation, I was furprized 
* to ſee what I imagined the occiput come 
along from under the pubes, &c.“ See 
Caſe III. Collection 28. 
Oh the modeſe Dr. Smellie! he firſt per- 
mitted 
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mitted all his pupils to examine the patient, 
and then uncovered her during the operation 
with the forceps, that they all might ſee the 
child's entrance into the world. 

But I will quote another caſe or two. 

© A woman in the year 1743 beſpoke me to 
attend her. I had the patient laid ſupine, 
acroſs the bed, and her legs ſupported by 
* two of my pupils.” See Col. 23, Ne 1, 
Calc II, 
As the midwives and gentlemen could 
not feel any part of the child preſent, they 
ſuſpected it would be a preternatural caſe, 
and ſent for me. See Col. 23, Caſe 5, N* 1. 
Being called in the year 1743, to a woman 
in St. Alban's ſtreet, &c.“ * 7 was obliged 
to turn her on her back, and acroſs the 
bed, with her breech to the fide, and her 
legs ſupported by two af: ftants.' See Col. 
6 34, NP 1, Caſe I. 

It appears that the doctor was not obliged 
to pull this woman about in this manner, as 
there were two females preſent, who were 
much more proper for that taſk than the 
doftor. Beſides, it would have been more 
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decent to call the woman's huſband up to 


do 
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do it, if at home. But you know, Sir, huſ— 
bands are very inconvenient in labour rooms, 
as they might happen to be a little angry at 
ſeeing their wives turned into one poſition 
aſter another, by the doctor; and then ex- 
amined,, and their legs ſupported by his 
pupils, and finally, turned bare, and expoſed 
to the eyes of all preſent. Therefore, Sir, 
let the preſent cuſtom be continued, per- 
ſuade huſbands that none but medical high- 
prieſts muſt enter the ſanftum ſanttorum, and 
that it is quite indecent for the patient's own 
| huſband to attend the birth of his own child. 
Tell them that it is drug courage in a huſ- 
band, to fly from his wife's diſtreſs, while 
her mother, or ſiſter flies to it. Tell them, 
that huſbands muſt affe& to be quite un- 
manned when their wives are in labour, and 
muſt ſay they cannot withſtand the ſcene. 
Tell them, they ought to run out of fight, if 
their wives happen to fall into the water, 
and by no means look how another man 
ſaves them. Tell them it is ſpurious ſympa- 
thy which approaches diſtreſs ; like that of 
the Virgin Mary, who ſtood by the croſs, 
when her ſon was dying in ſuch agonics. 

| Or 
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Or like that of the Samaritan, who took care 
of the wounded ſtranger; and don't forget 
to tell them, that the prieſt and the Levite 
who would not go near him, ated nobly. 

If a woman in labour want any encourage- 
ment, you know, Sir, her huſband is the 
moſt improper perſon in the world to impart 
it, that being the doctor's province. 

Indeed, Sir. there can be no occaſion for 
a huſband to attend his wife's labour, in order 
to protect her from the inſults of her man- 


midwife, becauſe there is no danger of pupils 


being corrupted by the example of their 
lecturer. Medical men are as immaculate 
as our firſt parents were before their fall; 
therefore Dr. Smellie's pupils carried his 
advice into Heir practice, becauſe his own 
practice was ſo conſonant therewith. 

An accoucheur' (ſays he, deſcribing the 
qualifications of men-midwives) * ought to 
* att and ſpeak with the utmoſt delicacy of 
* decorum, and never violate the truſt re- 


* poſed in him, ſo as to harbour the leaſt in- 


decent or immoral deſign, but demean 
* bimſelf in all reſpects ſuitable to the dig- 


* nity of his proſeſſion.“ Now, Sir, you plain- 
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ly perceive what the doctor meant by this 


harangue; or if you cannot underſtand him, 
I will endeavour to aſſiſt you therein. 

He unduubtedly wiſhed to tell his pupils, 
that altho' they had ſeen him uncover women 
before them «ll, and turn and twiſt em ac- 
cording to his own pleaſure; at the ſame 
time permitting them (his pupils) to hold 
their legs alunder, and examine them per 
vaginam ; they mult take care to © act with 
* delicacy of decorum, and demean them- 
* ſelves in all re{petts luitable to the drignzy 
of their profeſſion a whenever the hul- 
band was preſent, A dignified profeſſion 
truly! Dignified by actions which the maſter 
of a brothel would bluſh at. 

And are theſe the men to whoſe hands I 
am compelled (by the laws of faſhion and 
cuſtom)- to commit the moſt ſacred part of 
my wife's perlon, to treat it as they pleaſe; 
not daring to viſit her, till they have done 
with her? I once knew a man that aſked 
leave of his wife's accoucheur, to attend her 
(his own wife) during her delivery. The 
doctor anſwered, It is indelicate, Sir, and 


My 


hs, 


My wife is now pregnant, Sir, and I aſ- 
ſure you, if I ſhould ſo far forget that I am 
the maſter of my own houſe, as to put ſuch 
a queſtion to an accoucheur, when ſhe 1s 
delivered, I will carry the matter to its ne 
plus ultra, and by no means preſume to re- 
viſit her bed, at the end of the month, till I 
have obtained the doctor's leave ſo to do. 

You muſt be convinced, that it 1s improper 
(on many accounts) for huſbands to attend 
their wives' labours, when they employ men- 1 
midwives; and that the requiſition of their | 
abſence, was from the beginning, and ſtill is, 
a very wiſe and prudent meaſure ; for which 
I ſhall give you. ſtill better reaſons hereaſter, 
In the mean time, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER VIII. 
SIR, | 

1 HAVE juſt been thinking, it might have 

been full as modeſt, if Dr. Oſborn had 
not ſuffered his go pupils to examine Eliz, 
Sherwood when ſhe was in labour; as his 
own deſcription of her caſe would have 
anſwered the ſame: purpoſe. But it ſeems 
Dr. Smellie was by no means ſingular in 
drilling his obſtetric recruits to face any thing, 
and go through thick and hin, when called 
to withſtand a troop of petizcoats. Poor 
baſhſul young gentlemen ! they certainly 
ſtart at a flaſh in the pan on their firſt en- 
trance among the delicate corps; but they are 
not ſent into the field of practice, till they 
be qualified to march to the female tent 
without diſmay. ( 

I ſhall now conſider, how far your mode ö 
of teaching midwifery to young men, is con- 
ſiſtent wich decency. 


In the caſe of Mrs. Gray, you obſerve, n 
that two of your pupils waited on her, name. 
ly, Dr. Daly and Dr. Ball; that che forme 1 


was preſent at her preceding labour ( 


favou 


1 


g favour of another prattitioner) and knew 


her again ; that your ſon alſo attended her 
at the requeſt of Dr. Daly. Another time 
ſhe was attended by Mr. Cathcart and Mr. 
Woodford, being two of your pupils. Here 
then we find, no leſs than /i men are as well 
acquainted with Mrs. Gray's perſon as her 
own huſband is, and all this perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with obſtetric decency. 

In the caſe of Nelly Sanderfon, who was 
admitted into the lying- in ward of the Royal 
Infirmary, Saturday, May 12, 1792, you 
obſerve, the pupils of your claſs were fent 
for, although the os uteri was only beginning 
to dilate. Though 40 years old, and ricketty, 
the pupils muſt be admitted to her in the 
very beginning of her lingering labour. 


You allo ſay, that on the 23d, at eleven 
o'clock at night, your ſon requeſted, that the 


gentlemen attending might leave her to the 
care of the matron of the ward all night, that 
ſhe might not be fatigued by their enquiries, 
nor overheated by their crowding the room. 
You then proceed to oblerve, that in the 
morning of the 24th, the matron, obſerving 
an alteration in the child's poſition, deſired 
the 
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( 8 ) 
the pupils to be immediately called. Now, 
Sir, are you peryectly ſatisfied, that it is con- 
hitent with both decency and ſafety, to ſend 
a number of young men to examine a poor 
creature in labour when they pleaſe ? I ſup- 
pole this 1s what you mean, by the term, 
s faltguing enquiries.” Does not ſuch over. 


. heating, and ſuch crowding often produce a 


fever, from which the patient does not al- 
ways recover ? 

Does not the ſight of ſo many males, long 
before the forcing pains commence, add 
mental terror to bodily pain? If the ap- 
proach of one ſtrange man retard the labour 
(which before was in a promiſing and forward 
ſlate) which has often been the caſe, what 
effect muſt the preſence and repeated exami- 
nations of 40 or go mad-headed young fel- 
lows have? Is not the os uteri, and alſo the 
os externum rendered rigid, by making fo 
free with them? Are not the membranes 
often prematurely broken by the ſame means? 


In ſhort, Sir, do you think it decent and 


becoming, to ſuffer ſuch a number of young 
men to be in a room with a woman in labour; 


provided they do nothing but look on? Is i 


not 
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© not treating a human being as if ſhe were a 
cow calving ? 


You may be ready to ſay, that pupils 


© ought to attend all the labours, in order to 
learn how to manage the various kinds of 
labour. 


In anſwer to this, I obſerve, they have no 


occaſion to learn natural and manual labours 
at all, being the buſineſs of females. It they 
| mult do it, only one ought to be ſent to each 
patient. 


They have no occaſion to learn the uſe of 
the forceps on nature, as the machine 1s as 
applicable to them. In this particular Dr's. 
Smellie and Oſborn perfettly agree with me. 
In the courle of my lectures, (ſays Dr. 
Smellie) + almoſt every obſervation has a2 
reference to the working of thoſe machines 
* which I have contrived to reſemble and 
repreſent real women and children ; and 
on which all the kinds of different labours 
are demonſtrated, and even performed, by 
every individual ſtudent, *? 


ey 


** 


„le 


* Sc the preface to Smellic's Midwifery, 
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He muſt have actually performed it on 

che machines with his own hands very many 

© times, and thereby acquired a comPETENrT 

+ knowledge of the THEORY, anda PERFECT 
s knowledge of the PRAcTICE *.“ 

Now, Sir, I would aſk you, what your 
pupils can learn at a labour when the forceps 
are uſed, and where the patient's parts are 
not expoſed to their view during the delivery? 
The forceps can only be ufed by one at a 
time, and if the woman be covered, the reſt 
cannot know how they are uſed ; but if wo- 
men be uncovered with as little ceremony as 
the machine is, they may have ocular de- 
monſtration. Forceps caſes ſeldom occur, 
and I wiſh they were the only occaſions of 
indecency. 

It is perfectly conſiſtent with decency for 
a plurality of women to attend labours with 
a view to information, but there ought not 
to be ſo many as to heat the room, or injure 
the patient with their noiſe. At any rate, 
a patient cannot be ſo much alarmed by the 
preſence and examinations of her own ſex, 


as by a parcel of boys about her bed. 
It 


* Sce Eſſays on the Practice of Midwifery, P. 97: 


= 


4 
It is very decent for midwives to learn the 
| uſe of the catheter on living females, and the 
art of touching, in order to alcertain whether 
women be pregnant or not, and how far 
gone; but that it is abominably indecent 
for men to draw off water, attend touching 
lectures, and labours in crowds, I will main- 
| tain; therefore they arc naturally diſqualified 
to learn midwifery according to the rules of 
| decency ; and they are much more diſquali- 
| fied to prattiſe it according to thoſe rules, 
however they may pretend to do it, becauſe 
it requires an intercourſe between the two 
. ſexes, which decorum cannot tolerate when 
r, Wh it is unneceſſary. What a ſhame it is for a 
man to ſet himſelf up, to tell women how far 
they are gone with child? And yet men pre- 
or WW tend to be better judges than midwives, who 
th Wh (having had children) know the changes in 
the gravid uterus experimentally. 
Before I diſmiſs this head, I have a very 
ſerious queſtion to put to you. 
Is the Continental Chair uſed in Edin- 
burgh, or is it not? 
Obſerve, I do not affirm it, as it. is poſ- 
able I may have been miſinformed ; my in- 
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telligence was received from an Edinburgh 
pupil, whoſe name is at your ſervice. If it 
be not uſed, a ſimple negative will ſuffice to 
remove the ſuſpicion; therefore I ſhall not 
comment on the uſe of it in this work, but 
content myſelf with declaring, that ſuch a 
method of delivery (by males) ought not to 
be tolerated in a civilized nation, becauſe 
all the attendants may ſee the woman's parts, 
and the expulſion of the fœtus and placenta, 
if they will take the trouble to look. 

If this be permitted in the Edinburgh 
hoſpitals, I am no longer at a lols for the 
reaſon why ſo many male pupils attend one 
patient together: at the ſame time I muſt 
confeſs, that a great number of pupils attend 
the lying-in hoſpitals together in London; 
ſo the ſouth needs reformation as well as the 
north. After what has been ſaid, I leave you 
and the public to determine, whether the 
education of men-midwives be conſiſtent 
with decency ; and whether modeſt females 
ought to commit their perſons into their de- 
licate hands, when their huſhands are not in 


the room to protect them from inſult, by 
being 


ſ 


be 
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being WANTONLY uncovered to sHEw the 


operation, &c. according to the chaſte ex- 
ample of Dr, Smellie. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 


SIRg 


AM now arrived at the Four Tn propoſi- 

tion, viz. To ſhew what effects are pro- 
duced by THaT mode of educating men- 
midwives, which has been the ſubject of the 
laſt two letters. 

Firſt, Danger and indecency are the ef. 
fects of the firſt ſtage of ſuch an education. 

By the firſt ſtage, I mean, the practice of 
apprentices, before they have learned the 
theory of midwifery. 

One of the pupils at St. Bartholomew's 
hoſpital, told me, about a-year ago, that he 
attended one of his maſter's patients in 
labour, and found the navel-{tring preſented 
firſt, which he returned, and ſent for his 
maſter, not knowing how to proceed, I 
hardly need inform you, the child was sT1LL 
BORN; nor can you doubt but this novice 
broke the membranes by his officious and 
awkward examinations, and cauſed the funis 
to deſcend in the current of waters, before 
the head had entered the pelvis. 


So much for the death of oxz child, by 
em- 


1 


employing boys in midwifery! but you know, 
Sir, boys muſt be more expert and ſafe than 
women who have delivered hundreds, or 


perhaps thouſands ſafely, becaule they are 
only women after all. 


I ſhall not trouble you with any more 
caſes in alluſion to this flu ſtage, but con- 
tent myſelf with two interrogations reſpect- 
ing the decency of it, which I before touched 
upon. 

What kind of decency is that which tole- 
rates the preſence of ſuch boys (to ſay nothing 
about their handling, &c-) in a labour room; 
and which at the ſame time requires the ab- 
ſence of a huſband, who is old enough to be 
the operator's father? And what is the rea- 
ſon that midwife dottors (both young and old) 
require the abſence of huſbands, while they 
deliver their wives? 

Theſe queſtions I leave you to anſwer. 

I now enter on the /econd ſtage, whereon 
I ſhall not dwell long. 

You may perhaps have heard, that one of 
the London pupils was caught in bed with 
his patient the day before her delivery. 


You have not heard (I apprehend) that 
E 2 four 
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LETTER IX. Fo 
SIRg . 
AM now arrived at the FouzxTn propoſi. Þ pe 
tion, viz. To ſhew what effects are pro- on 
duced by THaT mode of educating men- 
midwives, which has been the ſubjett of the ca 
laſt two letters. | te 
Firſt, Danger and indecency are the ef. ] in, 
fetts of the firſt ſtage of ſuch an education, ¶ up 
By the firſt ſtage, I mean, the practice of 
apprentices, before they have learned the rai 
theory of midwitery. ab 
One of the pupils at St. Bartholomew's W an 
hoſpital, told me, about a-year ago, that he q ſer 
attended one of his maſter's patients in the 
labour, and found the navel-ſtring preſented 3 ſon 
firſt, which he returned, and ſent for his rec 
maſter, not knowing how to proceed. 1 del 
hardly need inform you, the child was $T1LL . 
BORN; nor can you doubt but this novice 13 
broke the membranes by his officious and I i 
awkward examinations, and cauſed the funis \ 
to deſcend in the current of waters, before the 
the head had entered the pelvis. his 
So much for the death of ONE child, by * 


Em- 


1 


employing boys in midwifery! but you know, 
Sir, boys muſt be more expert and ſaſe than 
Vpomen who have delivered hundreds, or 
perhaps thouſands ſafely, becaule they are 
only women after all. 

I ſhall not trouble you with any more 
caſes in alluſion to this fri ſage, but con- 
tent myſelf with two interrogations reſpect- 
ing the decency of it, which I before touched 
upon. | 
What kind of decency is that which tole- 
rates the preſence of ſuch boys (to ſay nothing 
about their handling, &c. ) in a labour room; 
and which at the ſame time requires the ab- 
ſence of a huſband, who is old enough to be 
the operator's father? And what is the rea- 
ſon that midwife doctors (both young and old) 
require the abſence of huſbands, while they 
deliver their wives? | 

Theſe queſtions I leave you to anſwer. 

I now enter on the /econd ſtage, whereon 
I ſhall not dwell long; 

You may perhaps have heard, that one of 
the London pupils was caught in bed with 
his patient the day before her delivery. 
| You have not heard (I apprehend) that 


E 2 four 


„ 
5 
1 
a 
* 
A 
* 
* 
8 
"ny 
= 
4 „ 
4 
4 * 
= 
& 
* 
3» 
[- 
* 
- 
* * 
* 
* 
24 
E 
= 
* 
P 
4 
£ 
& 
* 
3 
% 
* 
* 
& 
Co 
% 
a 
% 
1 
4 
- 


— ————— — 


( 88 ) 
four pupils uncovered a female from the 
feet to the waiſt, not twelve months ſince, 
declaring they would /ee if ſhe was a fine 


woman. 
This, however, I was an involuntary wit- 


neſs to. 

Nor have you heard, that one of them 
deſired his patient to guide his hand to the 
parts where ſhe felt pain, pretending he could 
not underſtand ſo well by a verbal deſcrip- 
tion. This alſo I was a witneſs to. 

I now paſs on to the conduct of thoſe who 


have entered into buſineſs, after receiving 


ſuch a decent education. 

I believe I need not inform you, that thoſe 
of them who are hearty /ellows, and under- 
ſtand drinking as well as wenching, ſome- 
times go a ſtep too far in their cups, and 
deſcribe the hidden charms of- their fair 
patients to their pot companions ; and ſome- 
times the intelligence circulates till it reaches 
the cars of their huſbands, who (no doubt) 
mult be pleaſed to hear what hne limbs, &c. 
their wives have. 

This aſſertion I am prepared to prove. 


I well remember being told about ten 
years 
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years ſince, by a medical gentleman who had 
juſt commenced man-widwife, (and who has 
ſince pleaſed the ladies ſo well that he can 
afford to keep a carriage) that he had been 
to deliver Mrs. of her firſt child, and 
that ſhe was the fineſt made woman he knew, 
I ayprehend, Sir, you can gueſs how he 
became acquainted with her fine make. It 
was certainly in the way of his profeſſion. 
Do you think he could have judged /o well 
of her fine make, if her huſband had been 
preſent? Huſbands ought certainly to keep 
at a proper diſtance from their wives, when 
men-midwives are buſily and curiouſly em- 
ployed about their perſons ; and that, for 

very decency's lake. | 
Need I introduce the gallant Dr. Morley, 
or the famous Suffolk hero, both of whom 
were tried for raviſhing their obſtetric pati- 
ents; or ſhall I paſs on to your Own coun— 
tryman, Dr. Smellie, and call him out of his 
grave as a witneſs to the ſubſequent practice 
of thoſe who are not educated in the 
Emperor of Morocco's ſeraglio; nor among 
the Bramins and their concubines, at Surat; 
but within the chaſte walls of a Britiſh lying- 
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in hoſpital, where males praQtiſe ? I ay, 
ſhall I quote the teſtimony of Dr. Smellie, 
concerning the modeſty of thoſe men whole 
gilt boards court the attention of every pal. 
ling female ? 

Mr. H. was called about two or three in 
* the morning, and found a leg of the child 
« prefenting; but when he tried to bring 
* down the body of the child, he found that 
it was large, and the pelvis narrow. He 
£ ſent immediately for Mr. W. in Biſhopl. 
gate ſtreet, who brought down the body, 
but could not deliver the head, &c. I be- 
ing called, arrived about eight o'clock, 
and took two gentlemen along with me. I 
© had her laid acroſs the bed, her breech a 
little over the fide, and {wo of the genlle- 
« men ſupported her legs; one of them allo 
* ſupported her body till I introduced my 
© right hand, &c.* See Coll. 35, caſe 13. 

Here we find rour of thele gentlemen 
buly at once, two about the women's legs, 
one about her body, and one trying to de- 
liver her. — 

And how came they to be ſo officious? 
Were not three females to be found, in, or 


* 


„ 
about Biſhopſgate-ſtreet? Dr. Smellie tells 
us how Mr. H. and Mr. W. happened to 
purſue this indecent conduct; they were 
both educated under him about eight years 
before. So that they were ſo well grounded 
in their hoſpital leſſons (holding up women's 
legs, when ſprawled out before an operator's 
eyes) as to carry them faithfully into their 
own private practice, eight years afterward. 
Surely, Sir, thoſe women who are ſo oo 
ſcrupulous as to employ midwives, muſt 
envy the happy lot of this woman, who was 
ſupported by the ſoft and delicate hands of 
three gentlemen, who were ſo kind and tender 
as to lay aſide all fool:/h ceremony, in order 
to avoid giving trouble to the woman's hul- 
band, who ought by no means to make /o free 
with his wife when delivered, as theſe three 
auxiliary doftors did. They alſo avoided 
giving trouble to the woman's female friends, 
by this extraordinary kindneſs, 

Many women have ſaid, it matters not 
who are engaged about their perſons, when 
their violent pains come on ; neither ſex 
nor number can then affect them, being too 
much occupied with their agonies. This I 
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know 1s true; but are they unaffected by 
males in the beginning of labour? are they 
incapable of anticipation and reflettion? can 
a modeſt woman be pleaſed with herſelf for 
expoling her parts to another man beſides 
her huſband, when it might have been pre- 
vented by employing one of her own ſex, 
who (ſhe knows) has delivered hundreds ſaſe- 
ly? Did not a lady in the city continue 
eight days in labour, becauſe her pains re- 
ceded, whenever the dottor (who was forced 
on her by her friends), approached her? ! 
can tell you her name, if you deſire it. 

If it be lawful to employ men in midwi- 
fery, (who uſe as little ceremony with a wo- 
man, as if ſhe belonged to the brute crea- 
tion) in preference to females, why not call 
in a ſtout porter, or chairman, to hold a wo- 
man in labour, in preference to women ? 
why not ſend for a man to injett a clyſter? 
why not employ male-nurſes, &c. 6&&c.? 

Well, Sir, do you want any farther proof, 
that an indecent education muſt produce an 
indecent operator? PROOr, I lay, for I have 
not entertained you witha ſenſeleſs harangue, 


or with dogmatic fes DIXITS; but I have 
re- 
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related a few faQts, believing (with the poet) 1 


that 
* BLUNT truths more miſchief than xi, falſhoods do.“ 
Theſe traths I ſubmit to the conſideration 
of thoſe huſbands, who have hitherto em- | 
ployed men to deliver their wives; but who, | 
owing to affected ſenſibility, jealouſy, or a 
fear of having their ears pulled (being hen- 
pecked) during their wives pains, which 
make them croſs and captious, have always 
ſneaked out of the room as ſoon as the doc- 


tor entered it, leaving him to be the ole 
lord of the bedchamber. 
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LETTER X. 


six; 

1 SHALL, in the Firtn place, enquire 

whether the prattice of male-midwives 

(when inſtruments are not wanted) be con- 
ſiſtent with ſafety to mother and child. 

Under this head alſo, I ſhall do little more 
than relate ſimple fatts, and add thereto a 
few quotations ; leaving you and the public 
to comment thereon. And, firſt, I ſhall call 
your attention to the fatal circumſtance 
which took place under the hands of the late 
Dr. W. You have doubtleſs heard of it, 
therefore 1 ſhall relate it very briefly. 

The dottor had occaſion to introduce his 
hand into the uterus, after it had begun to 
contract, and doubled his fiſt to reſiſt it, in- 
ſtead of keeping it flat during each pain; 
therefore the womb ſplit upon his hand, 
One of the patient's inteſtines deſcended 
through the rent, and the doctor cut it off 
with his ſciſſars, wrapped it up in a cloth, 
and put it in his pocket: the nurſe hearing 
her miſtreſs ſhriek, ſuſpected he had done 


ſomething wrong, and picked the cloth out 
of 
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of his pocket, having ſeen him put it in. 
When ſhe ſaw the reeking gut, ſhe ſhrieked, 
and fell down in a ſwoon. 
The confuſion brought others in the houſe 
up ſtairs ; ſeveral doctors were called in im- 
mediately, who endeavoured to glols over 
the buſineſs; for though conſcience com- 
pelled Dr. W. to declare ns had ruptured 
the womb, they repeatedly anſwered, You 
mean to ſay, the uterus 1s ruptured, doctor. 
Some have tried to excuſe the dottor, by 
ſaying, HE was not ſober ; but I would aſk, 
whether a drunkard ought to practiſe midwi- 
fery? and alſo, whether there are not many 
profeſſors of it guilty of this vice ? 
One of the London letturers (not Dr. 
Oſborn) tells his pupils the following ſtory, 
as well as the preceding one ; which I have 
heard him do repeatedly, 
Some years ſince I was called to a very 
* impatient woman, who perpetually teazed 


© Though the labour was not in a forward 
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me to try pains, imagining it eaſed her. 


* ſtate, ſhe was not ſatisfied when I was away 
from her; therefore I kept my finger in 
$ the vagina, and fell aſleep in THAT 
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SITUATION. When a ftrong pain came, 
I awoke, and then nodded again, till I fell 
into a found ſleep, (having been up two or 
three preceding nights) and did not gwakc, 
till the liquor amnii was running down my 
arm. The firſt thing I felt, was the funis; 
greatly alarmed, and hardly knowing what 
to do between ſleeping and waking, I did 
nothing. The pulſation ſoon ceaſed, and 
the child was born dead. I then aſked, 
when ſhe had felt the child, ſhe ſaid, 
« Very lately.” I perſuaded her it mult be 
© a miſtake, having been dead a conſiderable 
© time, So I ſaved my reputation, though 
* I unfortunately loſt the child by my ne- 
© gligence.? 

Would the doctor have been caught nap- 
ping, if the woman's huſband had been in 
the room ? And would the child's life have 
been loſt ? 

Some years ſince, a poor woman in Lon- 
don, diſmiſſed the midwife who had deliver- 
ed her ſeveral times, becauſe a man (who now 
cuts a very great figure) offered to attend her 
for half the ſum. The next time ſhe ſaw 


her midwife, ſhe told her, 1T was a DEAR de- 
livery 
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livery to her, as ſhe was never likely to 
recover the wounds ſhe had received from 
his inſtruments, 

Not long ſince, one of the firſt-rate Lon- 
don dottors was called to attend a woman, 
whoſe pelvis was ſomewhat diſtorted. It 
happened however, that the head was (by the 
pains alone) forced ſo low in the pelvis, that 
the hair on the ſcalp appeared without the 
labia pudendi*. He then ſent for two other 
Doctors to conſult with concerning the beſt 
mode of relieving the patient ; but what 1s 
very ſingular, without trying what he could 
do with the forceps, in a caſe ſo likely to 
have ſucceeded with them, he opened the 
head before his brethren arrived, though 
they came almoſt as ſoon as called. Unfor- 
tunately the uterus was torn, before he could 
extract the fetus, fo that the woman died in a 
few minutes. If the DoQtor can reconcile 
the omiſſion of the forceps, and the opening 
of the head without conſultation, after the 
gentlemen were {ent for, with his conſcience, 
I am perſuaded, he does not liſten to its re- 
monſtrances. 
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He ſurely thinks it no crime to murder a 
child in utero, This caſe I was told, by one 
who was preſent at it, and who examined the 
woman repeatedly, 

Perhaps this Dottor followed the advice 
of one of the London letturers, who tells his 
pupils to call in all the Doctors in the 
* neighbourhood, whether accoucheurs or 
© apothecarics, or even their apprentices, if 
& they be not at home, when the uterus hap- 
* pens to be torn, And' (ſays he) you do 
* not convene them with a view to conlulta- 
© tion, becauſe immediate delivery is the 
only mode to purſue, but in order to pre- 
© ſerve your own reputation ; for they will 
take care to ſhelter you from thoſe aſper- 
© fions, which muſt otherwiſe be caſt on you 
after ſuch an accident, by every one bear- 
e ing a little of the blame, inſtead of your 
having to bear it all. Where ſo many are 
© called in, the neighbours can hardly find 
© out who was the original operator,” This 
advice I heard given. It is a curious joke, 
that a number of men or boys muit be call- 
led in—not to aſliſt the ſuffering woman, but 
to ſupport the Dottor's charatter ; and for- 


ſooth, the huſband muſt pay them ! This 1s 
| another 


990 
another effect of huſbands not attending their 
wives labours, when they employ men. It 
were impoſſible to impoſe thus far on the 
huſband, if he was in the room ; he would 
ſoon ſee the drift of the conſultation. 

When obſtetric impoſition is cientiſically 
taught, it is high time to lay it before the 
public. ; 

In a difficult caſe, a ſecond operator ought 
to be called, with a view to conſult with, and 
juſtify every Ro ER ſtep which the firſt has 
taken ; but it is a farce, to call half-a-dozen, 
or half a ſcore, where only oxz mode can 
be purſued. 

A woman in Wapping (not long ſince) en- 
gaged a Dottor of ſome eminence in the 
neighbourhood to deliver her ; finding her 
pelvis diſtorted, he took his leave, promiſing 
to return when the labour was further advan» 
ced; but inſtead of doing that, he ordered his 
lervants to ſay, EE was from home; ſo that 
the patient's friends could not ſee him again, 
though they ſent for him ſeveral times during 
the three days of the patient's labour. This 
was related to me, by a perſon who aſſiſted in 
the delivery. 
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An accoucheur near London was called to 
a lady who had previouſly ſent for her mid— 
wife, but who was taken with a hemorrhage 
before her arrival ; but, ſtrange to tell, he 
would do nothing, becauſe the huſband 
would not ſend for another male-midvife, 
though the woman was in very dangerous 
circumſtances owing to delay ; and had not 
the midwife, who related the caſe to me, ar— 
rived in time to ſave her, ſhe muſt have died 
very ſoon. 

A hemorrhage you know, Sir, does not 
always allow the operator to wait for advice, 
before he ſets about the delivery, as ſuch 
delay may prove fatal ; therefore this gen- 
tleman's conduct was reprehenſible. 

A gentleman who runs through a great 
deal of buſineſs, was beſpoke to attend a wo- 
man in my neighbourhood ; when he ar- 
rived, he turned the child, ſaying, it pre- 
ſented wrong, and then went away : he re- 
turned in an hour and a half, but in the mean 
time the mother's pains had expelled the 
child. 

He attended another woman of her firſt 
child, and (haying an engagement to ſpend 

his 
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his evening from home) he forcibly opened 
the woman's parts, inſtead of waiting the ef- 
ſect of the pains, which cauſed a PROLAPSUS 
vAGINE * after delivery, and an inſufferable 
ſoreneſs in the parts, which ſhe has not yet 
recovercd, being {till ſubjett to the prolapſus. 
Another time when he was in a hurry, he 
would not wait till the placenta was expelled, 
but tore it away in leſs than 15 minutes af- 
ter the fœtus was born. | 
Was his conduct juſtifiable in any of the 
three caſes, Sir? the firſt was told to my wife 
by the woman herſelf, and the other two I 
cannot be miſtaken in, being in the houle 
WIEN and WHERE they happened. 
Doctor was ſent for by a midwife to de- 
liver a poor woman, who could not expel the 
child after the head had entered the pelvis; 
he aſked, why Dr. —, who lived nearer, was 
not applied to ; the meſſenger ſaid, he was 
irom home, and would not return till the 
next day; the woman mult wait till he does 
* return” (anſwered the tender-hearted Doc- 
tor) for I will not go out of my neighbour- 
hood.“ Another gentleman was procured, 
who 


* Deſcent of the yagina through the external lips, 
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who delivered her of a dead ehild with his 
forceps, which nE aſſured me, might have 
been ſaved by timely aſſiſtance. 


I ſhall now quote a few caſes from Dr. 


Smellie's works. In the year 1750, I waz 


c 


c 


c 
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called by a midwife to a very fat woman, 
near the age of forty in labour of her firſt 
child. The patient's friends (being unealy) 
had ſent for a gentleman of the profeſſion, 
who, in attempting to deliver the patient, 
ſaid he had BRokE his inſtruments, and 
went home to fetch another - but inſtead 
of returning, he ſent a meſſage, importing, 
that he was obliged to go and attend another 
patient. 

© The head advanced, and the woman was 
delivered in about half an hour after I ar- 
rived, There was a ſmall opening through 
one of the parietal bones of the child's 
{Kull; yet none of the cerebrum was evacu- 
ated, though a great deal of blood was dil- 
charged, notwithſtanding the application 
of proper compreſſes; and the poor child 
DIED moaning, in five or fix hours after 
its birth.” See Col. 16, No. 1, Caſe 3. 


Another bleſſed effect of man-midwifery ! 
the 
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the child was killed by uſing a force upon its 
bead which broke the inſtrument; and after 
ö the ruſhan had left the mother to pix, for 
ö the ſake of getting a better fee, the child was 
| expelled by---NATURE ONLY. But the 
| © fillet having galled and roxx part of the 
| © hairy scar from the occiput, was the oc- 
« calion of a violent inllammation, of which 
| © the child died in a few days. The mother, 
© however, recovered tolerably well; and 
© ſince that time has had pretty eaſy labours.” 
Pr. Smellie tells us this child alſo was born 
by the efforts of nature, though it loſt its liſe 
by the fillet, which Dr. Smellie repriman- 
ded the operator prevately for uſing ſo unſea- 
ſonably. See Col. 16, No. 1, Cale 2. 

But Doctors take care to publiſh the er- 
rors of midwives as much as poſſible. 

She had been attended by a perſon of 
* no education or practice in midwifery ; 
* who finding the membranes broken, ima- 
* gined it was is buſineſs to promote the 
delivery with all poſſible expedition; and 
* with that view, fatigued the patient exceſ- 
* lively, by ordering her to walk about and 
© bear down with all her force at every in- 
* conſiderable 
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conſiderable pain.” Coll. 15, No. 3, Caſe 2, ! 
In the following caſe he ſays, “ Soon aſter aL 
© this occaſion, I was called to a labour Hm 
* a gentleman of very little experience a pon!) 
the practice of midwifery, &c.” * I co.. 
« cluded that the labour had been rendered {® © 
* tedious from the premature rupture of th: }W< 
* membranes, I then gave the gentleman a WM | 
friendly advice in private, &c.' Peac 
The next caſe but one he mentions 2 Cl 
woman who nearly loſt her life, by being cw 
OBLIGED to have male aſſiſtance, as ſhe e 
would not ſuſfer him to examine her without ("© 
great reluttance, and would by no means 1 
ſuffer him to draw off her urine, which ſhe B. 
could not paſs, She permitted him to do it ; 
after delivery, when it was obſtruded three Fi 
days, and for eight weeks afterwards ſhe _ 
loſt the power of retention. * As for the fai 
child, (ſays he) it was probably loſt by her iel 
© tzmorous diſpoſition.” By her modeſt diſpo- ha 
ſition he means; for ſhe could not ſubmit to 
unneceſſary male help, being repugnant 0M 
human nature, oP 
There are yet a /ew women, who hae 
an 


not been whirled into the faſhionable vortex. 
The 
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The two former caſes prove that there are 
Gonorant men as well as women, though 
ſemales think themſelves ſaſe in men's hands 
only. Indeed, I wiſh all men were as ig— 
norant of the management of natural labours 
* theſe two were; for TUHEY ought to be 
lattended by women only. 

| Dr. Smcllie gives an account of an infant's 
head being inhumanly opened (Coll. 31, 
Cale 18.) at Sudbury. The following are a 
ew extratls from the letter which he received 
concerning the tranſaction; and from his an- 
[wer thereto. 


The letter was from Meſlrs. B. & L. dated 


B. 1751. 
A caſe which happened at Sudbury laſt 
Friday or Saturday, attended with the fol- 
lowing circumſtances ; which we ſhall very 
fairly and juſtly relate, partly from the 
teſtimony of the midwife attending, who 
had delivered her before, and is in vtry 
good repute in theſe parts, and partly from 
our common knowledge of the woman's 
appearance; to wit, ſhe is rather robuſt, 
5TRONG conſtitution, large, sTRAIGHT, 
and ſeemingly quite wELL proportioned. 


s She 


A 
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She was in labour about fix or ſeven hours; 
pains pretty ſevere, but not very frequent, 
nor any ſigns of flooding; at which time 
ſhe ſends ſor one who pretends to pradtiſe 
midwifery, (more from impatience and 
inclination than any ſort of neceſſity,) who 
fancied as ſoon as he came, that ſome. 
thing muſt immediately be done, and there. 
fore proceeded to ſhow his inimitable dex. 
terity, by making the wou p you now ſee 
with a common pair of ſciſſars. as ſoon as 
he could poſſibly reach the ux HAT 
BABE; which came into the world a Most 
SHOCKING BLEEDING VICTIM, &c.' 
We cannot ſee any material uſe this 
opening could be of; as no crotchet was 
employed, the contents not evacuated, nor 
the opening large enough for the ſutures to 
callapſe much; he at laſt bringing it along 
with only his fingers.” 
The following is part of Dr. S.'s anſwer, 
© I cannot help thinking with you, that 
the gentleman has beena little too haſty in 
the operation. The woman had been ſafely 
delivered before, at this time was ſtrong, 
had ſtrong pains, only fix hours in labour, 
« the 
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a the head when opened coming along only 
vith the aſſiſtance of his fingers in the open- 
; ing. The gentleman either from GREAT 
E © ignorance of his profeſſion, or hurry of 
other buſineſs, which laſt is a moſt ſhocking 
E © reaſon, did certainly act the part of a BA 
| © accoucheur,” This child then was evident- 
| ly loſt (like many others) from the mother's 
impatience and inclination to have a man call- 
ed in. 

| He informs us, caſe 27 of the ſame col- 
lection, that a gentleman near London uſed 
his forceps prematurely, and lamented that 
| he was frequently tempted to operate, before 
it was abſolutely neceſſary, owing to a hurry 
of other buſinels, 

Col. 27, No. 2, Caſe 6, Dr. Smellie re- 
lates the death of a woman, the ſecond morn- 
ing after her delivery of a ſtill-born child. 

It is no wonder that BoTH died, if we re- 
(lect a moment on Dr. Smellie's anſwer to 
the cafe. No doubt (ſays he) 7 ſhould have 
been tempted perhaps even to uſe as great 
* force as you did, when there was ſo good a 
* hold ; but yet you may conſider how Mu cu 
the ſoft parts of a woman s ſuffer, by 

BENDING 
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© BENDING SO STRONG an inſtrument again 
them, AS THE BLADE you ſent me.” 

Theſe are the conſequences of employing 
men for ſafety ! 

Col. 49, Caſe 2, No. 1, Dr. Smellie men. 
tions a child being ſtill-born, and a woman 
thrown into convulſions by the man-midwife 
giving her too much opium; and that the 
ſaid operator ſcolded the huſband for calling 
him in, and damned all midwives for igno- 
rant b 8. 

In the preceding caſe, he deſcribes a quar- 
rel in a labour room, between one male 
operator who did not know how to manage 
a natural labour, and another, who by art 
and cunning had got a name amongſt the 
lower ſort of patients. | 

In the ſucceeding caſe, he mentions Dr. C. 
who being over officious (when called in by 
a midwife) would examine every thing, and 
called out that the woman was tore, being 
delivered before he arrived, He went and 
dreſſed the parts every day. Unluckily for 
« this novice in the art (ſays Dr. Smellie) 
the ſame accident, to a much greater degree, 


happened to himſelf a little aſter ; the mid- 
6 wile 
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© wife heard of this incident, on which ſhe 
© hunted him out, and attacked him every 
£ where, upbraiding him with being guilty 
© in REALITY of what he had villanoully 
* and FALSELY laid to her charge.” 

In the laſt caſe, he ſays, © A gentleman 
© many years ago, made a great buſtle, got 
into a conſiderable ſhare of low and mid- 
« dling practice by taking low prices. He 
© abuſed the midwives, right or wrong, 
© wherever he was called.” © Frequently, in- 
« ſtead of waiting in lingering caſes, where 
© the head preſented right, he tyrned the 
child, and brought it by the feet; by which 
* method both mother and child were orTEN 
© loſt 

+ Nevertheleſs he gained ſome credit by 
* exaggerating and making caſes appear deſ- 
* perate to thoſe concerned.“ To my cer- 
* tain knowledge, he was thus the occaſion 
* of MANY bad caſes.“ 

Col. 41, Caſe 2, No. 6, he 975 6 Every 
thing was in a right way for a saxz de- 
* very ; but as the caſe was tediqus and 
* lingering, both the woman and her friends 
* were impatient, and had ſent for an old 


F ; und- 
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© blundering pretender in that neighbour. 
© hood, who told the patient, that ſhe was in 
the utmoſt danger, if ſhe was not imme- 
diately delivered. He ſaid, he hoped he 
© could ſave her life, but the child was dead 
© already. The woman's pains had been 
£ vigorous; but theſe diſmal operations 
« frightened herſo much, that when Iarrived, 
© they were quite gone off. After conver- 
fing with the patient, we (all five) went into 
another room, where the parties began to 
« quarrel: I called the old blundering prac- 
© titioner aſide, and told him my opinion, 
© that the woman was in no danger; but by 
© time and patience I hoped would be ſafely 
delivered. Nay, I threatened to have him 
© called before the college, if he inſiſted on 
© any violent operation. The MiDw1rz 
delivered her $AFELY next day.? 

Coll. 40, No. 1, Caſe 6, Dr. Smellie ſays, 
© I was indeed told by ſeveral gentlemen of 
© the profeſſion, of an old rough practitioner 
at ſome diſtance from London, who, when 
called in laborious caſes, delivers imme- 


6 diately with crotchet or forceps; tears the 
| 6 parts) 
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parts, ſtitches them up, and, as the common 
e phraſe is, MAKES ſurgeon's work. 

And are there no men-midwives who abuſe 
operators, RIGHT OR WRONG, now? Yes, 
they are ſure to ſhow their diſapprobation 
of what a woman has done, by knitting their 
brows, or ſhaking their heads, when called 
in, though ſhe has done exattly what they 
themſelves uſually do in the ſame caſe. But 
as Dr. Oſborn ſays) if any untoward circum- 
{tance happens by their own miſmanagement, 
they always attribute it to the original dif- 
ſiculty of the caſe, as no woman is called in 
to detect them, and they always Juſtſy each, 
„Her, RIGHT OR WRONG. 

Yes, and there are many ignorant male 
midwives till, according to Dr. Oſborn's 
account, who ſays, page 471, A very, and 
* TOO general method is, for the ſtudents to 
* defer their attendance on midwifery lec- 
* tures, till they are ready to return into the 
* country, and then they hurry through a 
* ſingle courſe, and orrEN, I am afraid, are 
* Jaltsfied with the /{:ght and looſe accounts of 
* the theory and praflice of midwifery, inter- 
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Ea 
* ſperſed by the profeſſors of anatomy.* Dr. 


relates the following circumſtance in 


his le&tures, which clearly proves that Dr. 
Oſborn is not miſtaken in this point: : 

A gentleman, who had juſt ſet up in the : 
© country, being called to a labour; after c 
© examining the patient, ſaid, It is well you . 


6 ſent for me, this being a new caſe, juſt 
found out in London, which no one here. 
c about underſtands. ; I; 

He then ran down ſtairs to ſee his horſe 


© put in the ſtable, but he had not reached l 
£ the ſtable, when the nurſe called him back p. 
to take the child, which Nature had fo ſoon 1 
6 expelled.” * 
Thus we perceive, this ignorant impoſtor, 81 
who had juſt examined the patient, did not pe 
know any thing about the pretended new oo 
cale, or he durſt not have left the woman, * 
at the very moment he ought to have ſup- 8 
ported her perinæum. | by 
But how many ſuch blunderers have got fic 
into practice, by running down midwives, = 
and ſubſtituting bombaſtical effrontery for 
knowledge ? ter 


Permit me now to dired your attention to not 
Page 


1 


page 9 of your letters, where you ſay of the 
Ceſarean operation, * This, like many other 
« ſalutary inſtitutions, has been x uc abuled, 
© and in MAN caſes improperly and injudi- 
« cioully employed; for ſome of the women 
© whoſurvived the operation, were afterwards 
© SAFELY delivered of LIVIN children.' 

And pray, Sir, is this injudicious and im- 
proper conduct, in a caſe where a woman's 
life is at ſtake, a recommendation to male 
practice in midwifery ? 

In the caic of Charlotte Gray, you ſay, 
page 103, ſhe was delivered by Embryulcia; 
and that her pelvis was nearly three inches 
in the tranſverſe diameter of the brim. This, 
Sir, is the ſame ſize as Nelly Sanderſon's 
pelvis (ſee page 115), who, being forty years 
old, expelled a child, whoſe head was three 
inches and three-quarters wide. And you 
own that Charlotte Gray's child wasexpelled 
by the natural pains ALONE, without any arti- 
ficial aſſiſtance, a very EM minutes after the 
head had heen opened. 

Now, Sir, I would leave it to you to de- 
termine, whether Mrs. Gray's child might 
not have not been born alive, if ſhe had been 
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( 114 ) 
attended by a common midwife, poſſeſſed of 
no art but that which nature dittates ; of no 
inſtrument but her hand. For it ſeems her 
pains alone expelled one child, which pre- 
ſented with the breech (ſee page 109) and 
her next child was born (by the efforts of 


nature) alive. Page 19, you ſay, your ſe. 


cond edition of The Outlines of the Theory 
and Prattice of Midwifery, was * To an- 
© nounce thoſe changes in my opinions on 
practical ſubjects, which the additional ex- 
perience of ſome years, and a conſtant, 
© careful attention to the Jaws of nature, had 
s occaſioned.” 

I would aſk you, Sir, how many hundred 
male pupils you qualified for prattice, during 
the time that you taught midwifery, contrary 
to the laws of nature? And alſo how much 
miſchief they did by ung your un- 
natural rules? 

You ſay, page 153, © Dr. Lowder mentions, 
in his lectures, that he was once called to a 
caſe, where a young prattitioner had opened 
.the head. Dr. Lowder delivered the pa- 
tient with the lever; the mangled child 


lived two days. La Motte alſo mentions 
s ſome 


. 


* 
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© ſome ſimilar caſes.” Dr. Lowder did not 
tell the child's parents, that the young ope- 
rator killed it, I warrant; but had a midwife 
done it, the whole town mult have heard of 
it in a few hours. 

In the next letter I ſhall deſire your at- 
tention to the caſe of Mrs. Souchot, at Paris, 
which gave the humane operators, Sigault 
and Le Roy, an opportunity of trying their 
firſt experiment of dividing the Symphyſis 
pubis, on a- living woman. At preſent 
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LETTER XI. 


six, 
WV are informed by Dr. Oſborn, that 
Mrs. Souchot had four children ſtill- 
born, and fell into labour the fifth time, 
Sept. 30, 1777. In the labours preceding 
this, Monſieur Sigault propoſed, firſt, the di- 
viſion of the ſymphyſis, and then the Ceſa- 
rean operation, with a view of ſaving the 
child; but both were rejetted by ten ac- 
coucheurs, phylicians, and ſurgeons ; and the 
child was turned with great difficulty, and 
afterwards brought dead into the world. 
The compaſſionale Sigault then wiſhed to open 
the woman, or to divide her ſhare-bone; 
and what is equally ſingular, * the event of 
that labour' (ſays Dr. Oſborn) determined 
« Monſieur Sigault on this occaſion' (alluding 
to Sept 30) to perform the ſettion without 
conſultation.“ Although this fourth child 
was born (no thanks to him) by the aid of 
turning only, without opening its head. 
But to return to the affair of the goth ol 


Sept. Meſſrs. Sigault and Le Roy having 
determines 


E 


determined to perform the new-/angled ope- 
ration, did not take much time to conſider 
thereon; for they actually divided the pa- 
tient's ſhare-bone in the beginning of the 
labour, before the membranes broke “. Pro- 
bably they were afraid of waiting longer, 
leſt her pains ſhould expel the child, and 
diſappoint them of executing their humane 
purpoſe ; indeed ſuch an event might have 
taken place, eſpecially as her former chil- 
dren's heads had paſled through the pelvis, 
without being reduced; and (ſays Dr. Ol- 
born) * Monſieur Piet farther ſtates, that the 
children of Souchot, in her former labours, 
© were large, while the child of which ſhe 
© was delivered by the diviſion of the ſym- 


phyſis, was ſo ſmall, as to have eaſily been 


* extratted with the forceps.' 

Thus it is evident this cruel operation was 
performed unneceſfarily ; and although Mrs. 
Souchot had a hair's breadth eſcape from 
death in the month, by a puerperal fever, 
in conſequence of ſuch a ſhocking wound, 
and had her bladder, or her meatus urin- 


* Sec Dr, Oſborn's Eſſays, page $04, 
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arius ſo wounded in the operation, as to 
have her urine run from her ever aſter, 
whether ſitting or ſtanding, the inventor of 
this new-faſhioned cruelty was rewarded 
with a penſion, and the operation was often 
repeated to the loſs of both mothers and 
children; notwithſtanding it was frequently 
proved (by dividing the ſymphyſis of dead 
bodies) that not more than one or two 
lines could be gained in the capacity of the 
pelvis, as there was nearly as much loſt at 
the ſacroiliac joints (by being forced in- 
wards) as there was gained by opening the 
ſymphyſis pubis; to ſay nothing about the 
wounding of the loft parts, by the knife; 
by preſſure againſt the divided edges of the 
almoſt offified ſymphyſis (when women are 
turned of forty); and alſo by pinching them 
between either the ſeparated poſterior joints, 
or the two pubes, on re-uniting them by a 
ligature ; I ſay, notwithſtanding theſe dread- 
ful inconveniencies were proved on dead 


bodies, it was afterwards performed to the- 


loſs of both mothers and children ; for as 
little or nothing could be gained in the en- 
largement of the pelvis, the operator was 

frequent)y 
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frequently obliged to reduce the child's 
head, after dividing the mother's ſhare- bone. 
It is reaſonable to think, the operation 
ſhould have been tried on dead bodies fi ſt, in 
order to prove how much could be gained “. 
This was done, after ſo much injury had been 
done to living ones, at the Hotel Dieu, at 
Paris, Aug. 15, 1772. The relater of the 
proceedings, ſays, ſpeaking of the ſhort dia- 
meter of the brim of the pelvis, before the 
ſymphyſis was divided, Nous nous affura- 
* mes, par divers procedes, de la longeur du 
petit diametre du detroit fuperieur, que 
nous n'evaluames qu'a un pouce huit 
6 lignes.* He afterwards ſays, (the ſymphyſis 
being divided) Pour le porter a deux pouces 
et demi, il fallut tirer fortement ſur les han- 
ches.“ Think what a living woman muſt 
have ſuffered by all this force! and after 
all, little more than three quarters of an inch 
was gained; ſo that it required the utmoſt 
efforts of three of the gentlemen, to force the 
1 child's 


* If Monſ. Sigault did do this, his obſervations there- 


on muſt have been very ſuperficial indeed, which the fol- 
lowing quotation proves, 
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child's head into the pelvis; which would 
have killed it, if it had been alive. 

Mrs. Blandin, (ſays Dr. Oſborn, page 
413) © was delivered of a dead child, by Mr. 
s Sigault, in 1779, by means of this operation, 
* and was the following year delivered x a- 
 TURALLY A LIVING child, by Mrs. Be- 
© lami, a MIDWIFE, at Paris, who had been 
* ſent for to attend her in conſequence of 
Mr. Sigault's refuſal, unleſs he was again 
permitted to repeat the ſame operation. 
After reading an account of the preceding 
« dreadful caſes, one cannot help feeling and 
© lamenting the ſituation of this poor woman, 
© who beſides the pRESENT pain, and ER“ 
© TAIN zuconveniencies attending the ſection, 
s was cruelly expoſed to the riſk of ſuffering, 
in future, the moſt painful ſymptoms, and 
© EXTREME danger, without the SLIGHTEST 
« 


reaſon or the SMALLEST neceſſity ;. and all 
to gratify a wanton predilection for this 
* new-fangled operation.” - 

And yet, ſo ready are accoucheurs to ex- 
cuſe each other's wanton predilections, that 
Dr. Oſborn, in his cool moments, ſays, page 
72, The ſection or diviſion of the you: 

6 11s 


ce ſis pubis, has lately been invented, and 
performed, at Paris, for that purpoſe, with 
© ſome ingenuity and much humanity, by 
« Monſieur Sigault.” 

Much humanity truly! I ſhall take further 
notice of Dr. Oſborn's curious logic, by and 
by; in the mean time, I wiſh to give him the 
utmoſt credit, for all he has ſaid for the pur- 
pole of preventing cruel and unneceſſary 
operations; and wiſh it may have its puE 
effect upon his obſtetric brethren. Surely 
we ought to lament the want of ingenuity 
and humanity among midwives, who are 
obliged to deliver their patients in the old- 
faſhioned way, without cutting their ſhare- 


bones in two. Wiſhing to ſee a ſpeedy 
obſtetric REFORM, | 
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LETTER XII. 


rn, 
SHALL now conſider the merits of Dr. 
Lowder's famous Lever, 
Page 105, you ſay, This inſtrument 
* being different in form from that deſcribed 
© by M. Herbiniaux, Dr. Bland, and Dr. 
Denman, poſſeſſes different powers, and is 
© employed in a different manner; hence 
the objettions which I offered againſt the 
© uſe of the Lever, previous to 1791, I have 
found totally obviated by it. You will 
* therefore perceive, that the arguments 
© which you' (meaning Dr. Oſborn) © have, 
« with fo MH PROPRIETY, urged againſt 
© the inſtrument of theſe gentlemen, are per- 
 feflly inapplicable to it. As my ſon ori- 
* ginally uſed it by the recommendation of 
© Dr. Lowder, and has ſince repeatedly had 
« recourſe to it, from his own experience of 
© its utility, I ſhall leave him the taſk of 
© making its advantages publicly known.” 
Dr. Oſborn has done ample juſtice to the 
ſubject, by proving that it is impoſſible to uſe 
the lever in any caſe where an inſtrument is 
really 


s 
really wanting, without wounding the mother 
or child, or both; and alſo that, notwith- 
ſtanding the miſchief already done by it, it is 
ſtill frequently and clandeſtinely uſed ; there- 
fore I ſhall be brief in diſcuſſing this par- 
ticular. 

A lever is certainly capable of raiſing a 
body ; but be its form what it may, it is not 
capable of forcing it forwards, when the re- 
ſiſtance is conſiderable. 

Hence pinchers are uſed to draw nails out 
of wood, in preference to a ſcrew-driver. 
And when it can be accompliſhed by the 
latter, the preſſure on the head of the nail, 
and alſo on that part of the wood which be- 
comes the fulcrum, is exactly equal to the 
reſiſtance. This may be very juſtly applied 
to the uſe of the lever, in order to deliver a 
child's head. The lever mar preſs the fore- 
head againſt the rectum, when applied to the 
occiput in a natural preſentation, and vice 
verſa, But this does not remove the difficulty; 
and indeed it cannot be removed (if it be a 
REAL enclavement) without compreſſing the 
head, which the lever has no power to do, 
though the forceps have, 
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Again, however great the difficulty, the 
preſſure of the lever on the child's head is 
in proportion thereto; ſo that whenever the 
difficulty is too great to be overcome by the 
labour pains, the lever cannot remove it 
without wounding the child, if not the mother 
alſo. 

The mother's ſoft parts are often wounded 
by making 1uhEM a fulcrum for the inſtru- 
ment; and without a fulcrum it cannot be 
uſed with any conſiderable degree of power. 

If the operator uſe his left hand for a ful- 
crum, it has not ſufficient power for that 
purpole, unleſs he be as ſtrong as Samſon ; 
beſides, the woman's perinæum muſt be torn, 
if he take his hand away from it, to ule it as 
a fulcrum to the lever. Therefore the lever 
cannot be uſed (in caſes of xz AL neceſſity) 
without wounding the woman's ſoft parts, or 
cauſing her perinzum to be torn ; in which 
caſe ſhe will be miſerable ever after. 
And yet ſome authors boaſt of having 
uſed it above a thouſand times. 

I ſhall-next conſider, way this inſtrument 
is ſo often uſed, when there is no difficulty 
at all, the labour pains being luflicient to ac- 
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compliſh the expulſion without the ſmalleſt 
inſtrumental aid. 

This inſtrument is very portable, having 
(in its improved ſtate) a joint between the 
handle and blade, ſo that the operator can 
carry it in his pocket to every labour, and 
can uſe it clandeſtinely whenever he pleaſes. 
When the labour is lingering, and the doc- 
tor expetts to be called to another, before it 
is likely to be finiſhed by the labour pains, he 
pulls the lever ſlily out of his pocket, and 
moves the head this way and that way, till 
it enters the cavity of. the pelvis, and thus 
the inſtrument does THAT which nature 
woUuLD do, provided the doctor had pati- 
ence to wait NATURE'S time. And the con- 
ſequence OFTEN is the wounding the child's 
head by the ſteel blade, and perhaps the 
mother alſo. | 

Thus we perceive the lever may (by run- 
ning a dreadful riſk) aſſiſt the head to deſcend 
Ix ro apelvis which is large and well formed, 
but it cannot force it our of the pelvis 
when it ſticks there; and in this way we can 
account for its having been uſed ten or 
twelve hundred times by one operator, as 
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no one man has ever met with one hundred 
caſes that require inſtrumental afliſtance, be- 
cauſe Nature alone (if left to herſelf) expels 
the fœtus 994 times in 1000 “. 

There 1s a child in my neighbourhood, 
whoſe face is ſhockingly disfigured by the 
dottor's uſing a lever at its birth; I have not 


ſeen it, but was told by a perſon to whom 


the mother related it, that one eye was put 
out, and a large gaſh cut near the corner of 
the child's mouth. 

It is not long ſince I heard a medical 
gentleman ſay, he knew ſeveral children 
with cuts on different parts of their faces by 
the ſame means, and he heartily wiſhed it 
were a rule to ſearch the pockets of ac- 
coucheurs before they enter the labour- 
room, believing that a week never paſſed, 
but great injury was done to mothers and 


children by the lever. 


Some years ſince a friend of mine dil- 
charged a great dottor, who 1s a very great 
advocate for Dr. Lowder's lever, becauſe his 


children's heads came into the world bruiſed; 
his 


* See Smellie's Diviſion of Labours, Sec. 5. 
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his wife has had ſeveral children ſince, but 
their heads have not been bruiſed. | 

It is evident then, that the lever is uſed 
unneceſſarily and clandeſtinely to ſave time, 
ſo it is done for the convenience of the doc- 
tor, and not for the benefit of the patient; 
as ſhe or her child usr pay dearly for the 
duration of labour pains being ſhortened. 
I confeſs the left hand may be made the 
fulcrum beſore the child's head reaches the 
perinæum, becaule it does not want ſupport 
till then; but the perinæum may be torn, by 
the preſſure of the narrow part of the lever 
againſt it. 

Let us alſo confider, what miſchief is 
OFTEN done, by FORCING a ſteel inſtrument 
BLINDLY Into the uterus. If the operator 
be not well acquainted with the ſutures on 
the head, it is impoſſible to avoid wounding 
it. When the anterior fontanel preſents, the 
point of the lever may ſlide into it, notwith- 
landing all the care of the operator; and if 
he uſe much force, he may ſoon cut through 
the tender ſcalp, break down the longitudi- 
nal ſinus, and plunge the ſteel through the 
dura and pia mater into the helpleſs infant's 
Ea brain, 


poſſibility of the entry of the child's head 


© head lies very high, and the reſiſtance be 
© conſiderable, [defy the ingenuity of man to 
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brain. When much force is uſed on the 
head, after it has entered the pelvis, and the 
cranial bones are overlapped, it is very eaſy 
to force the inſtrument through the ſuture 
of one of the overlſhot bones, into the brain, 

I will now confirm the greateſt part of 
what I have advanced, concerning the mil. 
chick done by uſing the lever unneceſſarily 
and ſecretly, by a few quotations from Dr. 
Oſborn's Eſſays. 

Page 135, he ſays, © I am ſure it never can 
© be neceſlary, to uſe the vettis, (meaning 
the lever) in THAT * ſtate of the labour; 
for if the labour-pains are in vigour, and 
© there is no actual deformity in the upper 
aperture of the pelvis, ſo as to prevent the 


© Into it, it A, at length be forced in. 

And he ſays, page 136, In the uſe of the 
« vettis, while one hand is the moving power 
* to make the other the fulcrum, yet, if the 


6 apply ſufficient force to the vettis to over- 
come 


* The head being above the brim of the pelvis, 
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come that reſiſtance, without making ſome 
part of the pelvis the fulcrum or centre of 
motion ; and what may be the extent of the 
injury produced by ſuch preſſure, it is im- 
+ poſſible to ſay ; but that injury, and great 
injury, muſt be the inevitable conſequence, 
nobody a priori can doubt; and fad ex- 
perience has confirmed the apprehenſions, 
wo my CERTAIN knowledge, in VARIOUS 
inſtances, 
+ The more candid favourers of the vettis 
(particularly Camper) admit this objettion 
* to the full extent; for he exprelly ſays, 
„% Mais ſouvent Turethre en eſt fort endo- 
& magee, ſouvent le perine ſe fend plus qus 
& dans Paccouchment naturel,” &c. 
In ſuch a poſition of the head, under no 
* circumſtances whatever can we be juſtt- 
* fied by that neceſſity which alone can juſ- 
* tiſy the uſe of inſtruments in any caſe; 
We becauſe no experience, no ſagacity, no 
ſcience, can certainly à priori determine, 
* that the head will not, by the continued 
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cavity of the pelvis, unleſs it be ſo de- 
* lormed, or diminiſhed in its upper aper- 
ture, 


EFFORTS OF NATURE, be forced into the 
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© ture, as to render it phyſically impoſſible, 
If we therefore do employ the vectis in 
this caſe, I am perſuaded we ſhall uſe it 
forty-nine limes in fifly UNNECESSARILY, 
and of courſe UNWARRANTABLY, becauſe 
* MOST DANGEROUSLY, 

© In the progrels of the operation, it may 
ip; it may therefore do irreparable in. 
jury to the child: for it ſeems to me that 
* no {kill or ſcience can command its opera- 
© tion when ſo remotely ſituated; and the 
event, in many caſes which I have known, 
has by DREADFUL EFFECTS confirmed 
© this opinion. With reſpett to the mother, 
from the inevitable preſſure of the ſoft 
© parts, I muſt repeat that the DANGER 15 
© STILL GREATER, AND MORE CERTAIN. 
Dr. Oſborn then ſhews the dangerous 
conſequences of uſing the lever, after the 
head has come into contact with the peri- 

næum, as follows : 
© It mult be obvious to common ſenſe, 
that we cannot ſpare the left hand to 
© ſtrengthen and ſupport the perinæum 
« while it is the fulcrum for the vedtis; the 
« perineum, is, in my opinion, much more 
| © likely 
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likely to be lacerated with this inſtrument 
than with the forceps, where the left hand 
is particularly required by the general 
rules for their ule, to be kept conſtantly 
applied to the perinzum, for this exprels 
purpoſe; or if, with the vettis, we ceaſe 
to ule the left hand as a fulcrum, and, 
preferring the preſervation of the peri- 
neum, apply it to that part, it muſt be 
evident to demonſtration, that ſome of 
the bones of the pelvis muſt then infallibly 
become the fulcrum, in which caſe we are 
only ſubſtituting one danger for another ; 
tor unleſs the operator had three hands, it 
is abſolutely 11yosSIBLE to avoid expol- 
ing the patient to ONE OR OTHER of theſe 
dangers. 

While I am writing this, I have had 
occaſion to fee a patient with the mosrT 
- WW $HockinG LACERATION, Which many 
years ago WAS THE CONSEQUENCE OF 
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that time in great pratlice, and in the CON- 
STANT habit of uſing the veflts.” 

ALL midwives are too ignorant to under- 
and the uſe of this lacerating inſtrument ! 
The 
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The laſt advantage, as ſtated by the 
favourers of the vets, is the poſſible con. 


cealment of its uſe, which I will now con- 
der. 


As the ſecrecy with which the vettis may 


be uſed, and I believe, is generally uſed in 
this town, is conſidered by the favourer; 
of this inſtrument as an additional recom- 
mendation to the ſimplicity of its ſtrutture, 
and the facility of its application, I will 
beg leave to ſtate what are my inſuperable 
objettions to this particularly boaſted ad- 
vantage. | 

In the firſt place, I am perſuaded, that if 
the concealment in the uſe of the means 
intended for relief in laborious or difficult 
labours BE NOT PERMITTED, but that the 
abſolute neceſſity of ſuch means be firlt 


eſtabliſhed, and that every prattitioner be 


obliged openly and avowedly to uſe them, 
we ſhould never again hear or read of one 
perſon having uled the vettis in eight hun- 
dred, and another in twelve hundred 
caſes *! Nor ſhall we again hear or read 

| | 6 of 


* «© See Van Swieten, Camper, and Herbinicaux,' 
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( 138 ) 
of the great number of women, which 
ſome pradctitiopers are conſtantly boaſting 
of having attended and delivered ; for 
no man can Attend a great number of wo- 
men in lab, in the manner he ought, in 
the way natiite demands, or a conſcientious: 
diſcharge of his duty requires. Nor do 
real difficultics occur ſo often as to render 
it poſſible to believe, that any man's liſe 
could afford ſuch numbers of d:fficult caſes 
as are ſtated in the printed accounts from 
abroad. 
© As I feel thoroughly convinced of the 
propriety and neceſſity of a fair and candid 
avowal of the uſe of inſtruments, in every 
cale of midwifery where they are to be 
employed, ſo I muſt inſiſt that their conceal- 
ment cannot be JUSTIFIED by any PROPER 
mottve. 
once the pradtilioner can reſt aſſured, 
that, let the event of the caſe be ever ſo un- 
ſucceſsful, the injurious effefts of his opera- 
lion will be buried in eternal oblivion, by 
blending the miſchief ariſing from the indiſ- 
creet uſe of inſtruments, with the natural 
conſequences of labour, he will certainly have 
G nothing 
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© noihing to wergh againſt the templing ad. 
© vantages of convenience or emolument to Vim. 
« felf but while he is ſhortening the moſt ii. 
s ſome part of his profeſſional duly, the waiting 
© upon a ſlow and lingering labour, he will 
„ flatter himſelf, that by delivery he is doing | 
an acceptable ſervice to his patient, in | 
+ ſhortening the duration of her ſufferings, 
But if this inſtrument be both eaſy in its 
application, and ſucceſsful in its effect (as 
6 ſtated by its advocates), it is fo, becauſe :; 
general it is uſed when NOT AT ALL wanted, 
The facility and concealment, therefore, 
with which the practitioner may avail him- 
s ſelf of its ſervices, inſtead of being con: 
6 dered as advantages, afford in my opinion, 
* ſtrong objcttions to its ule ; for they offer 
an IRRESISTIBLE Zemptaiion to reſort to it 
* prematurely or unneceſſarily 5 which if ever 
he does, the practitioner takes upon him- 
6 ſelf MosT UNJUSTIFIABLY, to make the 
future ſafety of his patient give way to hi 
own convenience or accommodation. 
* With -<ſfpett to the child, not judging 
© from the principle only, but from a vat 


ELY OF FACTS, I am ſatisfied that if any 
con- 
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conſiderable force be uſed by the vedtis, 
however properly fixed at firſt, it will be 
very apt to ſlip its hold, and change its 
poſition ; and then it will, or may be ap- 
plied to parts not capable of bearing the 
neceſſary preſſure as the maſtoid proceſs, 
or occipital bone can, without injury; and 
the moſt pREADFUL MISCHIEF may enſue, 


to different features of the child's face, of 


which there have been 1NNUMERABLE 
INSTANCES. | 

Page 134. As a concluding and indif- 
putable proof, that the vectis is likewiſe uſed 
HERE Without neceſſity, and of conſequence 
moſt dangerouſly, I will deſcribe an acc:- 
dent, which happened to a gentleman poſ- 


ſeſſed of as much knowledge, ſkill, and ex- 


perience, as any MAN who ever uſed the vectis. 


7 


5 


Lg 


** 


Having applied the inſtrument (which 


* for conveniency was made with a joint be- 


tween the handle and blade), while the 
bulk of the head muſt have been above 
the brim of the pelvis, in uſing coxns1DER- 
ABLE FORCE, the vectis gave way at the 


joint, and the BLADE was left in the ute- 


rus ſo high, that he could-not reach to ex- 
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1 136) 
tract it; and it was afterwards expelled 
© with the head, by the effect of the LA OUR 
6 PAINS ONLY“. 

The event of this accident demonſtra- 
© bly rrovEs a forttor:, that here no inſtru. 
ment could have been originally neceſſary, 
either on account of the largeneſs of the 
« child's head, or ſmallneſs of the pelvis; 
© for the head was ullimately expelled by the 
labour pains alone, notwithſtanding the addi. 
© tonal volume of the vetits, and without the 
6 poſſibility of any ARTIFICIAL aſſyſtance.” 

Page 177. With reſpett to the probable 
& conſequences which may reſult from the 
introduction of the vetlis into common 
« prattice, inſtead of the forceps, and which 
Dr. Denman's inconſiderate, but favour. 
able repreſentation is demonſtrably inten- 
© ded to promote, I am perſuaded, were it 
e generally to prevail, the conſequences 

© would 


What a mercy that neither mother nor child were 
maimed by the rugged and ſharp end of the broken iron! 
And what pity, that women have neither ſtrength nor /{i/ 
enough to break a piece of iron in the wombs of their 
Patients! A 


C109 1 


would be extremely injurious to lying-in 
© women in the humbler ſituations of liſe. 
Among patients in the lower clals of wo- 
men, the temptation to its frequent, unneceſ- 
ſary, and dangerous uſe, will be 1RR £818ST1- 
BLE. Beſides he knows that if any untoward 
conſequence ſhould enſue from his unſkilful, 
© but concealed condutt, it will be attributed to 
the original difficulty and danger of the caſe, 
and the real cauſe of the miſchief be for ever 
© hidden. What motive, ſufficiently ſtrong, 
can there be, then, zo reſtrain ſuch a man 


** 


** 


* from a practice ſo convenient to himſelf, but 


* ſo dangerous to his patient? 

The preſence of the patient's huſband is 
the only molive that can prevent ſuch miſchief, 
as is frequently done by the clandeſtine ule of 
Inſtruments with a view to ſave the dottor's 
time. I ſay, frequently done, for men always 
attribute it to the original danger of the caſe, 
and the real cauſe of it is for ever hidden ; 
ſo that however frequent, their reputation is 
ſaved, by calling in ſome of their brethren to 
bear a part of the blame, or to acquit them 
of having done any thing wrong, though they 
know they have done all the injury. Zut 
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the faults of women are trumpeted far and 
near, by male-midwives and by nurſes whom 
they keep in pay for that purpoſe. Yea, they 
have always plenty of imaginary miſchief; 
done by midwives, ready to be related to new 
married women, in order to frighten them 
into a compliance with the male faſhion, 
Had Dr. Olborn addreſſed an eſſay to hul- 
bands, ſetting forth the frequent and mil- 
chievous ſecret uſe of the lever, adviſing 
them to attend their wives' labours, when 
men are employed, in order to prevent it; 
it would have been much more effettual, 
than all he has written to thoſe men, who by 
means of uſing the lever, are enabled to at- 
tend twice the number of women. 

The lever is daily more and more prac- 
tiſed ; I called at an inſtrument maker's laſt 
week, to ſee Dr. Lowder's lever, and to my 
great aſtoniſhment, they ſhewed me not only 
Dr. Lowder's, but levers invented and re— 
commended by ſeveral other eminent Lon- 
don accoucheurs, whoſe names I could men- 


tion, did, I wiſh to injure 1NDIVIDUALS, 


which I do not. They alſo aſſured me, they 


ſold many more vectes than forceps, I am 
| there- 


ty 


l 


therefore conſtrained to conjure huſbands 
(who regard the ſafety of their wives and 
children) to attend them in labour, in order 
to prevent the clandeſtine uſe of dangerous 
inſtruments, as well as the indecent treat- 
ment of their wives by male-operators, No 
doctor can object to it, unleſs he have ſome 
foul deſig u, intending to uſe either his eyes, 
his hands, or his lever zmproperly, And yet 
I have heard many object to it, and it is 
evident ALL have a ſecret diſlike to it, or 
they would always conſult huſbands inſtead 
of goſſiping female attendants ; juſt as if the 
huſband was the only perſon unintereſted in 
the welfare of his wife, and as if the doctor 
was accountable to every female in the houſe 
for his conduct, but not to the maſter of it. 
And forſooth, this cuſtom has (by medical 
artifice) become a kind of Jaw, 

The objettion of dottors to the preſence 
of huſbands while they deliver their wives, 
is the moſt powerful reaſon why no doctor 
ought to touch a woman in labour, when the 
huſband is abſent, . 

No proper tranſaftion can take place be- 
tween a married woman and a man who is 
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( 149 ) 
not her huſband, which requzres the huſband's 
abſence; and however this cuſtom may have 
prevailed in midwifery, it cannot be juſtified 
by either reaſon or argument. No man is 
ſo proper to conſole and encourage a vo- 
man in the anguiſh of labour, as her own 
huſband ; but if any woman who pretends to 
modeſty, ſhould happen in ſuture to prefer 
the ſympathy of her doctor to that of her 
huſband, eſpecially when the dottor's hands 
are ſo curiouſly engaged, I dare fay ſhe will 
have a very good motive for ſo doing, a mo- 
tive which the doctor can juſtify. 

Many virtuous women who have employ- 
ed men-midwives, becauſe they were per- 
ſuaded that female aid was not ſo ſafe, have 
alſo inconſiderately complied with the cuſtom 
of keeping their huſbands out of the room 
during their dottors' manual employment, for 
the ſake of decency, as well as to oblige their 


female friends who were preſent, Women 


muſt ſurely have taken leave of their ſenſes; 
What! can it be decent, for a doctor to be 
handling a woman, during her delivery, in 
parts ſacred to the huſband ? and can it be 
indecent, far the huſband to be in the room! 
Let 


( 141 ) 


Let thoſe labour-hunting females who think ſo, 
{tay at home, and then they cannot have their 
{burious modeſty violated, by ſeeing the patient's 
own huſband with her during delivery. 

«© But ſo great their impudence 

« 'They bluſh at what is right.” 

This unpopular doftrine may appear new to 
ſome, but I know ſeveral families who have 
put it in practice, and the huſbands' minds 
are much leſs hurt, by ſeeing the true ſtate of 
their wives' labour, than by waiting in ano= 
ther room, where they could hear them cry 
out; for then they ſuppoſed the attendants 
were killing them; when they were ſilent, 
they imagined them to be dead. The tedi- 
ous hours of labour are much better diverted 
by huſbands, than by the dottor and the 
female attendants. 

Beſides, there is no neceſſity for a parcel 
of female goſſips; the doctor, the nurſe, and 
the huſband, being ſufficient to manage na- 
tural labours. 

Nor am I ſingular in my ideas reſpecting 
the uſefulneſs of huſbands at their wives' 
labours; Mrs. Nihell ſays, page 60, As 
for thole who vill be attended by men to 
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lay them, it is very wrong in them, not even 
to inſiſt on thetr huſbands to ſtay by them; 
for this preference of men to deliver them, 
comes either from a greater inclination t9 
the men, or from a greater confidence in 
them than in women; or, in ſhort, from 


the pure neceſſity they imagine themſelves 


under to employ a man. If it is from 
inclination, or from neceſſity, it will be 
always proper for the huſband to ſlay, to con- 
tain the man- midwiſe (as much as poſſible) 
within the bounds of modeſly. If the prac- 
titioner 1s preferred by them, out of the 
great confidence they have in men, in 
what man can they place more confidence, 
than in a tender huſband ? Who, more than 
he, can intereſt himſelf in the man-midwife's 
acquitling himſelf quly of tis office? 1 


wonder that this great confidence which is 


repoſed in the male ſex, ſhould be limited 


to the man-midwife only.” 
Dr. Buchan cenſures gentlemen, for being 


aſhamed of the duties they owe to their off- 


ſpring, while they pay the utmoſt attention 
to the Dog-kennel and the Stables: 


« Of man's miraculous miſtakes, his bears the palm.” 
| I have 
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I have been the more earneſt to recom- 
mend the preſence of huſbands at their 
wives' labours, becauſe I know it would 
anſwer the purpoſes I have mentioned, viz. 
it would prevent men-midwives from mak- | 
ing too free with women's perſons, manu- 5 
ally, ocularly, and inſtrum ntally, I have | 
no motive for writing this book, but to pro- | 
mote the decent treatment, and the ſatiety 
and comfort of mothers and children; and 
I will never relax my public endeavours, 
till actoucheurs agree, one and all, to pro- | 
mote this part of my plan, as their objett- 
ing thereto, will plainly demonſtrate the 
truth of what I have advanced concerning 
their youl deſigns. 

I ſhall now refer again to Dr. Oſborn's 
opinion, reſpecting the miſchief done by the 
uſe of the lever: Page 180 he lays, + Dr. 
© Denman could not have been aware of the 
* probable conſequences of introducing che 
« vettis into general uſe, and Imuſt hikewiſe 
believe, that he has forgotten the many un- 


* happy effetts of the veflts, whien formerly 


© came to our mutual ky ee, oven in 
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6 the hands of very experienced and fkilſul 
* men.” 

Page 182 he further ſays, © If an opinion 
© ſhould once prevail among women, that 
« prattitioners in midwifery ever permitted 
© themſelves to depart from that /e, patient, 
and w/e conduct, which naTurE diretts 
in the management of labour; and that, | 
© for their own convenience, and without 
© neceſſity, they ſhould dare offczoufly to ob- 
© trude their PRETENDED aſſiſtance (or, in 0 
« their own language, to hurry the labour, 
and it ſhould be diſcovered by the marks 
of the inſtrument on the child after birth, 1 
* or by the unuſual painfulneſs of their pre- c 
e ſent feelings in delivery, or by Juture ſ 
* effetts flill more injurious, and laſting, that 6 
an inſtrument had been uſed, without con- 6 
.© viflion of the neceſſity, without their own c 
* conſent, and even during the FULL opera- F 
tion of the labour-pains, with EVERY rea- 


c /onable expettation of the final, and ſafe W 


© termination of the labour by the powers of ac 
© nature ONLY; I ay, if ever ſuch an opinion m 
* /nould become GENERAL, I am perſuaded to 


6 the 


1 66 


the INEVITABLE conſequence would be, 
that the prattice of midwifery, in ordinary 
* caſes, would revert into the hands of fe- 
male practitioners, much to the injury of the 
ſex, and equally to the injury of the intereſt 
of the profeſſion, And I beg leave to 
add, that theſe are not 1MAGINARY appre- 
* henfons, but founded upon racts which 
have come to my knowledge, where the 
© milchiefs deſcribed have REALLY happen- 
© ed, by the immediate uſe of the veckis, 
* even in experienced and ſkilful hands.“ 

I muſt now beg leave, Sir, to make a few 
remarks on Dr. Oſborn's fears, leſt the miſ- 
chiefs done by the general uſe of the vettis, 
ſhould cauſe the practice of midwifery, in 
ordinary caſes, to revert into the hands of 
* female practitioners, much to the injury of 
the ſex, and equally to the injury of the in- 
* tereſt of the profeſſuon.' 

Be it known, that Dr. Oſborn inſtructs 
women in the ſcience of midwifery, ſo that 
according to his own hypotheſis, he takes 
money from midwives, for qualifying them 
to znjure women; and no doubt he thinks 
women 
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women are 2njvred, in the different Iying-in 
hoſpitals where midwives operate. 

Again, Dr. O. tells his ob{tetric brethren, 
that he has known great miſchief done by the 
unneceſſary ule of the vettis, and that forty. 
nine times in fifty it is uſed mol dangeroully ; 
that ſome men have uſed it twelve hundred 
times; of courſe they muſt have done miſ- 
chief with it, or uſed it dangerouſly, eleven 
hundied and ſeventy-ſix times, and all this 
miſchief has been done by the vectis when 
in Ki hands. 

This you admit the truth of, by acknow- 
ledging that Dr. Otborn's arguments againſt 
the vectis, are urged with great propriety. 

I verily believe (with Dr. O.) that if wo- 
men knew theſe things, midwifery would 
revert to females, much to the injury of the 
prof*ſjion : 1 do alſo believe, that the uſe of 
the lever is now ſo general, fiace there are 
haif a dozen or half a ſcore men and boy- 
midwives in almoſt every ſmall ftrcet in 
London, and every village in the country, 
that the miſchief done by it (when it is in 
un/kil/ul hands) muſt very ſoon come to the 

knowledge 


E 

knowledge of women, and female midwifery 
will again be preferred for the lake of ſafety, 
as well as decency ; for women will not long 
continue to expole their perlons to ſtrange 
men, in order to have them ripped, bruiſed, 
and torn with ſteel inſtruments, becaule the 
doctor has not patience to wait Nature's 
time. 

But how Dr. Oſborn can think the /ex will 
be injured, by ſubſtituting the hands of ſkil- 
ful midwives for /teel inſtruments, which + (in 
„ ſkilful ma/e-hands) have been dangerouſly 
* uſed 1176 times in 1200, I am at alols to 
underſtand; and I hope he will favour the 
public with another effay, to explain this 
paradox. ; , 

I know ſeveral well qualified women, who 
have delivered more females than Dr. 
Olborn has, who never were able to uſe 
force enough with their natural inftruments 
to tear and bruiſe the mother, or to carve 
the child's face and ſcalp; I never heard of 
SKILFUL midwives doing any other injury 
thanto wait patiently in lingering labours, and 
to call in the afliſtance of a ſurgeon (not a 
laſcivious man-midwife) about once in 500 
times. 
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times. I know ſeveral ladies, who have late. 
ly diſcharged the midwife dottors they 
employed, and are much better ſatisfied, 
and much more »mfoctable with a female 
about their perſo!1s in labour, than with a 
male, for reaſons which are too obvious to 
be publiſhed. Theſe are daily perſuading 
other MoDEsT women to follow their ex- 
ample, ſo that Dr. Oſborn's prophecy may 
be fulfilled in a ſhort time, without injuring 
any other than the male midwife /ex, if an 
obſtetric public ſchool can be inſtituted, for 
the inſtruction of midwives poſſeſſing good 
characters and promiſing talents for the pro- 
feſſion, which is now under contemplation, 
and of which I ſhall treat more at large 
hereafter. In the mean time, 


I have the honour to be, &c, 


LET: 
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LETTER XIII. 

sin, 

ER MIT me now to lead your attention 

back, to what I quoted from your book 
in the beginning of my laſt letter. 

Dr. Lowder's lever (you ſay) is different 
in form from thole which Dr. Oſborn proved 
to be ſo dangerous, and poſſeſſes different 
powers, and 1s employed in a different man- 
ner; ſo that your former objections againſt 
the uſe of the lever are totally obviated by 
it, and Dr. Oſborn's arguments are perfetly 
inapplicable to it. 

I ſhall prove from your own account of 
the manner of uſing Dr. Lowder's lever, 
and the reſult thereof (even in the hands of 
your ſon) that it does not poſſeſs different 
powers from Mr, Herbinieaux, Dr. Bland, 
and Dr. Denman's lever; that it cannot be 
uled in a different manner; that Dr. 
Oſborn's arguments are applicable to it; 
and that your objections have been obviated 
upon falſe grounds. | 

Page 105 you ſay, your ſon * determined 
* to employ Dr. Lowder's lever; and after 


+ having 
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© having explained to Drs. Daly and Bal! 
© his motives for ſo doing, he introduced 
© the inſtrument over the occiput of the 
child, to which he was directed by the 
© ſutures, at that time very diſtine@t *, and 
began about a quarter before nine o'clock 
© with it during a pain. He continued to 
do this till nearly half paſt eleven that 
evening, when his intentions were ſp far 
completely fulfilled, that the head was 
fairly engaged within the pelvis; that is to 
e ſay, it had entered about one third within 
© the cavity. 

© During the time employed in the uſe of 
the lever, the pains were frequent, and it 
is worth remarking t, that my ſon, as he i 
informed me, repeatedly /hewed Dottors . 
« Daly and Ball, that without preſſing with 1 
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© the inſtrument on any part of the woman, .“. 
* he could exert a very conſiderable degree of 
* force in drawing down the child. p 
Having u. 

A clear proof that the head was not tao much oflified, he 
of courſe, it was not a very difficult caſe, as the pelvis 1 
was not much diſtorted. eac| 
+ Yes, Sir, this action ought to be remarked for its I ha 


decency, as well as its humanity! Three Gentlemen trying 
an experiment three hours at the tail of a living woman! 


„ 


Having been engaged the preceding 
© night in a fatiguing attendance, he then 
left her to the care of Dr. Ball. 

she ſlept about two hours, When ſhe 
* awoke, the pains recurred, and gradually 
+ increaſed in frequency and force, till five 
« o'clock in the morning, when ſhe was, by 
© the natural pains ALONE, delivered of a 
© large $STILL-BORN male child. The head 
© was much flattened, and there was the 


© mark of a bruiſe on the teguments covering 


the poſterior edge of the right parietal, 
and the contiguous part of the occipital 
bone. There was the appearance allo of a 
very /light bruiſe on the left parietal bone. 
* My ſon imputed the bruiſe on the right 
* parietal bone and the occiput, to the uſe of 
© the lever. The recovery of the patient was 
ledious, &c. 

© In March, however, ſhe had no com- 
* plaint, except an inconlinency of urine, 
* under which ſhe had laboured ever ſince 
her firſt delivery.” 

I ſhall' beg leave to expatiate a little on 
each of theſe items, in order to prove what 
I have propoſed, 
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Was 
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Was it not a very dangerous experiment 
to apply the lever to a head ſo far off, pro- 
vided he were ſure it was not the frontal 
future he felt, and that he was not preſſing on 
the forehead inſtead of the ſuppoſed occiput, 
and forcing the point of the inſtrument over 
the ſuperciliary ridges into the two eyes, 
inſtead of the two occipital ſutures ? Dr. 
Smellie and all his pupils made this miſtake, 
Caſe g, Coll. 28. 

He employed the ſteel inſtrument nearly 
three hours againſt the child's tender ſkull, 
and repeatedly /hewed Drs. Daly and Ball, 
* that without preſſing with the inſtrument 
* on any part of the woman, he could exert 
© a very conſiderable degree of force in 
drawing down the child. 

Was this three hours work performed with 
a deſign to try the powers of the inſtrument, 
and to /hew the ſame to Meſſrs. Daly and 
Ball, or to relieve the woman? Was it not 
his duty to wait the full effect of her pains 
(which “ increaſed in frequency and force 
„till five the next morning”) before he ap- 
plied the inſtrument ? 


You 


ml 


| 


on” 


You very juſtly enforce the neceſſity of 


waiting the full effect of the pains before the 
child's head be opened, but at the ſame time 
you juſtify the uſe of the lever many hours 
before that period, Every circumſtance of 
Nelly Sanderſon's labour was exattly the 
ſame as Mrs. Gray's, i. e. both pelves 
were under three inches, the heads were de- 
tained above the brim by the prajection of 
the lumbar vertebræ, aſter the membranes 
were broken, and the os uteri was dilated ; 
therefore if the lever was neceſſary in Mrs. 


Gray's labour, it ought to have been uſed in 
Nelly Sanderſon's alſo; if it was unneceflary 


in the labour of the latter, it ſhould not have 


been uſed in that of the former. 

Far be it from me to aſſert, that Mrs. 
Gray's child was killed by the lever; but 
yourſelf have declared, that it was ſtill-born, 
and that N. S.'s child, on whoſe head the 
lever was not uſed, was born alive, though 
it was compreſſed twenty-nine hours by 
the contracted uterus. 

The uterus contratted itſelf on Mrs. Gray's 
child only nine or ten hours, therefore it had a 
much better chance for life, (in this reſpect) 

| than 
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than the other. You alſo declare, that Mrs, 
Gray's recovery was much more tedious this 
time, than after the birth of her following 
children, when inſtruments were not ulcd, 
I have been thus particular, with a view to 
prevent young prattitioners from uling the 
lever, eſpecially before the full effect of the 
pains be tried; and alſo to give your ſon 
an opportunity of proving (in his promiſed 
publication) that he had no other motive 
than the ſafety and comfort of Mrs. Gray 
and her child, when he aſſiſted the birth with 
Dr. Lowder's lever. | 

A few weeks ſince a midwife in my neigh- 
bourhood delivered a woman ofa living child, 
after the membranes had been broken five 
days; I acknowledge this is a rare calc, 
ſince male practitioners and their ſteel inſtru- 
ments have become faſhionable. 

This lever is certainly very uſeful, when a 
man wants to finiſh the buſineſs in a hurry, 
having been fatigued the preceding night; 
and I muſt inform you, Sir, that had the 
ſaid lever been employed on my wife, with- 
out My leave, or utr leave, (though the 
operator had conſulted the female attendants) 

| and 
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and the child's hend had been brur/ed, whe- 
ther /li{/-born or not, I ſhould moſt certainly 
have proſecuted the operator, for his pre- 
ſumption, in a court of juſtice. IF I ſend 
for a ſurgeon to relieve ane when alllicted 
with the ſtone, and am obliged to be cut 
without my own conſent, becaule a parcel of 
ſurrounding females think, with the ſurgeon, 
that it ought to be done; I am bound to 
proſecute the officious ſurgeon, and I hope 
huſbands will, in future, act the ſame, when 
inſtruments are uſed on their wives without 
their leave. Moreover, I hardly think it 
was right to /tew Drs. Daly and Ball fo 
repeatedly ; if you hereby mean, that he gave 
them ocular demonſtration ; becauſe, how- 
ever proper on the machine, it is abomina- 
bly indecent, when exerciſed on a living 
woman. 

But to the points propoſed : 

Firſt. The manner of uſing Dr. Lowder's 
lever is exattly the ſame as the be/t manner of 
uling others; being applied over the occiput, 
to bring the long diameter of the head into 
contact with the long diameter of the brim 
ol the pelvis, and to force it into the cavity 

of 
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of the pelvis; after which it may draw down 
a little, when the bones of the pelvis are be- 
come a ſtay for the convex fide of the in- 
ſtrument, and when * a conſiderable degree of 
force' is uſed. I will leave it to any candid 
profeſſor to determine, whether you have not 
proved, that /iis lever is uſed the ſame as that 
| of M. Herbinicaux, Dr. Bland, and Dr. Den- 
j man, and cannot be uſed otherwiſe. 

Secondly. It cannot poſſeſs eſſentially 
different powers, on account of its being a 
little more curved near the point; it can 
| only force the head from one part of the 
brim of the pelvis to nearly the oppoſite 
part, and draw it down, after it is in the pel- 
vis; and any lever can do the ſame ; nay, 


the ſame might be done by the handle of a 


| 
| 
| 


table-ſpoon, when the reſiſtance is ſmall. 1 S 
"am willing to leave this article alſo to the de- 


ciſion of any candid accoucheur *. 

I confeſs, that by being more convex than 
the pelvis is concave, it lays a greater hold 
on the head, but is much more difficult to 
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As a lever cannot compreſs the bones of the {kull, it 
cannot accompliſh the delivery, where there is great dit- 
proportion between the kead and the pelvis, 

| introduce 


E 
utroduce than the more ſtraight ones, and 
t preſſure is more partial on the head, of 
courſe more dangerous. 

But, laſtly, Dr. Ofborn's arguments are 
applicable to it, becauſe (in your ſon's hands) 
t did che very miſchief which all others 
have done. 

The child was ftil]-born, after your ſon 
had been at work with his feel inſtrument 
Wo HOURS AND THREE QUARTERS UPON 
us tender Kull! 

Two bruiſes were found on the head, 
ind your ſon himſelf allows, that one of 
hem was done with Dr. Lowder's innocent 
ever. I aſſure you, Sir, I ſhould not thank 
Ir, Lowder, for trying experiments with his 
ever on my ſkull for three hours together, 
lough it is certainly much thicker than 
gen in utero, 
But, how came the woman to have an in- 
ontinency of urine, if your ſon did not preſs 
1 ary part of her? Oh! I beg pardon, I 
erceive you have thrown that miſchief, 
pon the operator who opened the child's 
ad in her former delivery ; but perhaps he 
u diſclaim it, and throw it upon your ſon ; 
H if 
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if ſo, I am perſuaded your objeCtions to the 
uſe of the lever, have been obviated upon 
falſe grounds; as the only ſucceſsful caſe 
which you have related, proves it to be capa. 
ble of wounding the child's head, if not the 
mother lkewiſe; and theſe are the on 
grounds of Dr. Oſborn's objection to the ule 
of all other levers. | 

If I be miſtaken, I am open to conviction; 
and your ſon is at liberty to prove my mil. 
take, when he publiſhes his panegyric on Dr, 
Lowder's lever; but I hope he will be fur 
niſhed with better arguments, than fill bor 
children, wounded heads, and the mothers' in 
continency of urine: if not, I muſt {till (ay 


that the new lever can wound mothers aut . 
children as well as the old ones; and 1 
would rather truſt my head (though it u 


completely oſſified) under the fingers of a {kill un 
midwife, than under Dr. Lowder's ſteel lere u 
whether in his own hands, or in thoſe of bh. 
brethren and pupils. 21 

This Mrs. Gray's firſt child was killed W ve 
utero by the ſciſſars and crotchet ; the | 
cond had its head bruiſed with the leve 
eight hours before the pains arrived at their} * 
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vigour; the third was expelled without in- 
ſtrumental aid, though a preter natural preſen- 
lation ; * and the fourth was BoRN ALIVE by 
the powers of NATURE ALONE, Why might 
not the firſt two children have been born by 
the powers of nature alſo, if the crotchet and 
the lever had not been uſed? Had a mid- 
wife attended her, ſhe might have retained 
her urine afterwards perhaps; but, as Dr. 
Oſborn obſerves, it was very eaſy to attribute 
this miſchief to the original difficulty of 
the caſe, in order to hide the REAL cauſe 
of It. 

It is aſtoniſhing, that while Dr. Oſborn is 
endeavouring to prove, that an unborn child 
has no ſenſation, as if he wiſhed to ſtart this 
new idea as an apology for the paſt needlels 
uſe of the crotchet ; and while other men- 
midwives are publickly recommending the 
ufe of their difterently-formed levers, which 
have already done ſo much miſchief to mothers 
and children, juſt like ſo many quacks ad- 
vertiſing their reſpettive infallible noſtrums ; 


She very wiſely neglected to ſend for the doctor, 
till s child was nearly born, and ſhe was out of the hoſ- 
pital, and at work on the fourteenth day. 

H 2 I ſay, 
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I ſay, it is aſtoniſhing, that women can be ſo 
men- mad, as to prefer them to ſkilful mid. 
wives, notwithſtanding the dreadful riſk they 
run in conſequence thereof. Dr. Lowder 
has ſo much buſineſs, that (if I be rightly 
informed) he will not attend a patient be- 
yond any of the turnpikes; and not long 
ſince one of them, good-natured lady, came 
to town to lie- in, rather than be d:/appointed 
of being delivered by him. 

I am not an advocate for women's chang- 
ing from one doctor to another, till they have 
given their perſons into the hands of ſeveral 
other men beſides their huſbands, which is 
very commonly done, by women who pre- 
tend to modeſty ; nor do I think it right to 
ſend for Dr. Noakes to handle them, when 
their former Dr. Scyles happens to be at ano- 
ther labour, till they have ed what a ſkilful 
midwife cen do for them: but as this inconſiſ- 
tency is chiefly owing to the ſophiltry of men- 
midwives, exerciſed ſucceſsfully upon women, 
who (being ignorant of the nature of par- 
turition) cannot ſec the failacy of their ar- 
guments, I ſhall now end<avour to convince 
them, how egregiouſly they have been 

deceived. I have 
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I have heard accoucheurs ſay, Men are 
more ſafe than midwives. 

Firſt, Becauſe they are more tender. 

Secondly, Becauſe they are better ana- 
tomiſts. 

Thirdly, Becauſe women are ignorant of 
their profeſlion. 

Thele are the three principal male ſubte r- 
fuges, and the {ruth of each I ſhall examine 
ſeparately. 

Firſt, I am to diſplay male tenderneſs. 

You may remember, Sir, that a very anti- 
quated hiſtorian, called Moſes, has publiſhed 
a moſt infamous libel againſt the practice of 
men-midwives, by ſaying, that the tender- 
hearted man Pharaoh commanded the hard- 
hearted female midwives of his day, to de- 
ſtroy the male infants (pretty innocent babes!) 
of many thouſand women, called Hebrews, 
on their entrance into the world; and that 
theſe cruel women-midwives did diſappoint 
the humane deſigns of the good man Pharaoh, 
by an act of wi//ul diſobedience which might 
have coſt them their lives, had Pharavh 
known the truth; but in that ſimple age of 
the world, midwifery was neither taught To 
H 3 nor 
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nor BY men, I apprehend ; beſides, theſe im. 
pudent women moſt certainly told their king 
a wicked lie, with no other view in the world 
than to ſave the lives of the brats; for they 
would have it, that all the children of the He- 
brew women were expelled by nature alone, 
ere help could reach them. And you know, 
Sir, this ſame Moſes was ſaved from drown- 
ing by a cruel woman. 

Indeed, every ſenſible perſon muſt know, 
that a woman who has felt what labour-pains 
are, can exerciſe nothing but cruelty towards 
others under the ſame pains, and that none 
but mothers know how to be cruel to unborn 
infants. 

What pity, Sir, that your ſon had not lived 
in the days of this King Pharaoh! he would 
certainly have obtained a penſion, for pub- 
licly recommending the uſe of Dr. Lowder's 
lever; eſpecially if he could have recited 
caſes, where it had brought ftz!l-born male 
children into the world with bruzfed heads. 

So might Dr. Oſborn have obtained a 
large penſion, for declaring that men znjure 
the ſex leſs than women, though ſome of 


them uſe the lever dangerouſly 1176 times 
in 


1 
in 1200; I ſay, Dr. Oſborn would have 
obtained a large penſion, for recommending 
theſe men-midwives in preference to women 
in the days of Pharaoh the tender, 

How ſtrangely the tables are turned ſince 
the reign of this king? Midwives could then 
take the advantage of male ignorance to ſave 
children; but now, men-midwives can im- 
pole on female ignorance, when they injure 
or deſtroy them, by attributing the miſchief 
they have done to the © dilliculty of the caſe.“ 

I do not wiſh to make too free with the 
ſacred writings; but as they paint human 
nature in its exact colours, I hope the im- 
portance of the ſafety and comfort of mo- 
thers and children, will juſtify my referring 
thereto again under this particular. 

The firſt author in the New Teſtament in- 
forms us, that a good-natured king or gover- 
nor took it into his head to murder a great 
number of innocent children! but we do 
not read, that the men whom he ſent to do 
the horrid buſineſs, heſitated, and made 
excules to ſave the helpleſs babes! No, he 
ſent forth and ſlew them; there was no de- 
lay. Nor did Herod keep regiments of wo- 
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men to execute his dreadful commands, but 
men were his murderous meſſengers! 

If you want any additional evidence, that 
men are /ull as cruel as women now, as well 
as in the days of St. Matthew and the time 
of Moſes, you need only read what I have 
quoted from Dr. Smellie and Dr. Oſborn's 
writings in the laſt four letters. 

I might have quoted continental caſes in 
abundance in proof hereof; and I might have 
filled feveral volumes, had I run over the 
various Britiſh medical journals, in order to 
expole the obſtetric miſchief recorded there- 
in, wh:ch has been done by the tender and 
infallibly ſafe men-midwives, ſince they came 
into faſhion, But to ſave my own time, and 
to give my readers as little trouble as I can, 
conſiſtently with the nature of the ſubject, 1 
have confined my quotations principally to 
Dr. Smellie, the late Father of Midwifery in 
this country. 

If I have (in any part of this work) diſ- 
covered too much acrimony, I beg the 
reader's pardon, hoping the malignity of 
the crimes I have undertaken to cenſure, 


will, in ſome meaſure, plead my excuſe. 1 
| have 
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have no prejudice againſt Men-midwives, 
but what I derived from their actions; as 
an evidence thereof, I ſuffered my own rela- 
tions to employ them without reproof, be- 
fore I knew ſo much of them. I only wiſh 
o write againſt their mal-prattices, for, as 
men, I wiſh them well, but not as men-mid- 
wives. | 

Secondly, I will enquire, whether men 
are better midwzves than women on account 
of their more general! knowledge of ana- 
tomy. 

All the anatomy that a practitioner of 
midwifery can want (whether male or female) 
1s, a good knowledge of the bones of the 
pelvis 1n its perfett ſtate, ſo as to be able to 
judge when, and how much it is deformed. | 
Allo of its connexion with the lumbar verte._ 
bræ, and its ſituation, and. axis; a know- 
ledge of its form, and diameters, is com- 
priſed in the knowledge of the different 
bones which originally compoſed it. 

A midwife mult allo know what the pelvis 
contains, as deſcribed in the ſecond letter; 
together with a perfe& knowledge of the 
vagina and perinæum, and alſo of the fatal 
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ſknll; as mentioned in the ſame letter. 
She ought alſo to underſtand the increaſe 
and elevation of the gravid uterus during 
geſtation, which ſhe muſt know better by 
experience, if a mother, than any man can 
teach her. She ſhould alſo be taught the 
natural ſituation of the placenta, and child 
in utero ; which I alſo briefly noticed in the 
ſecond letter. 

Now, Sir, I would aſk, whether you do 
not teach theſe things in your lectures to 
males, demonſtrating them on pelves and 
fœtal ſkulls; and on the parts of generation, 
which are kept in ſpirits (in the leQure- 
room) for that purpole ? 

I would further aſk, whether this is not 
all the anatomy that can be uſeful in the 
practice of midwifery *? and whether every 
well qualified midwife is not perfectly ac- 
quainted with theſe parts 'of the human 
body? 

If ſo, it could be no advantage to then 
to attend anatomical lectures and the diſſect- 
ing and demonſtrating rooms, unleſs they 


® Lexcept obſtetric ſurgery. 


wiſhed 


( 7 
wiſhed to practiſe ſurgery, which is full as 
conſiſtent as for men to practiſe midwifery. 

Indeed, I think it would be juſt as proper 
to ſee Mrs. CaLLous, Surgeon and Apothe- 
cary, upon ſeveral of the doors in a ſmall 
town, and to ſee them cutting men for the 
ſtone, and curing them of the lues vene- 
rea, as to read the word Man-midwzfe, up- 
on ſo many doors, and to ſee them paying 
their manual reſpetts to the bare poſteriors 
of all the married women in the town. 

But it may be neceſſary to enquire, What 
is the reſult of men having ſtudied the gene- 
ral anatomy of the human body, and their 
having walked the hoſpitals, where the 
various amputations and operations in ſur- 
gery are performed? Let any man who: 
poſſeſſes common ſenſe determine, whether 
ſuch an education (however neceſſary for 
Surgeons) does not render the heart callous 
to human miſery; nay, a ſurgeon cannot 
perform. an operation with ſafety, till (by 
habit) he can feel compoſed, and ceaſe to 
ſympathize with the ſuffering patient. 

I can declare from experience, that a man 
is ſhocked, the firſt time he ſees the human. 
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body diſſected, though he is ſenſible it is 
dead, but that by ſeeing one dreadful opera- 
tion after another in the hoſpitals, he be- 
holds them performed on the living ſubject 
with perfett indifference, 

Moreover, ſurgeons being in the conſtant 
habit of uſing inſtruments, are unfit to 
practiſe midwifery ; I repeat it, this is ſo far 
from being advantageous (as male midwzves 
pretend) that it would deter me from em- 
ploying a ſurgeon to deliver a woman in a 
natural labour, where no inſtrument can be 
wanted, becauſe they are tempted to have 
recourſe (at all events) to their inſtruments, 
when the labour is tedious, and they are 
afraid of loſing the good fee of ſome other 
patient. | 

Am I exaggerating here, Sir? Let the 
various accounts which I have quoted, of 
infants' brains being evacuated, and their 
ſkulls bruiſed, and of the mothers being 
torn, by the premature uſe of inſtruments, in 
ſkilful male-hands, anſwer. I ſay, let theſe 
dreadful caſes teſtify, that I am not exag- 
gerating in this particular; and let women 


ceaſe to be impoſed on by the falſe pretences 
| of 
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of men-midwives and their emiſſaries, who 
ſay, that they are more tender than women, 
after having gone through an education, 
which has a diametrically oppoſite tendency*®; 
nor let them any longer believe, that a man | 
who is in the conſtant habit of uſing inſtru. 10 
ments, is a more ſafe prattitioner of mid- 
wifery than a woman, who cannot run before 
nature, having no inſtrument but her hands. 

How can I refrain writing in behalf of 
innocent babes, by endeavouring to un- 
deceive my countrywomen, when book after 
book is publiſhed to ſet forth the advantages | 
of inſtruments, which have already bruiſed 9 
children's heads, in the ſciſſul hands of the 14 
very men who are now about to recommend 1 
them? If they have done ſo in Hin hands, "04 
what may we expet from them, when uſed || 15 
by novices, who (as Dr. Oſborn obſerves) 1 
only run through a ſingle courſe of lec- 
* tures,” and who can hide the miſchief they | 
do u d er the maſk of original difficulty? So 1 
that all the recompence the patient's. hut. 
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the bodily pains of mankind, by ſeeing and hearing of 


* Surgeons (ſays Lord Cheſterfield) are hardened to | | | 
them all day long, | 


band 


E * 
band gets, is to pay another doctor or two, 
whom the blunderer is taught to call in, to 
Juſtify what he has done. 

But, Sir, ſince you and your brethren ſet 
ſuch an ineſtimable value on your general 
anatomical knowledge, as connected with 
the practice of midwifery, I will point out, 
wherein it can be turned to very great ad- 
vantage in another way, as conſiſtently as in 
midwifery. { 

Let it be immediately made known, that I 
a nurſe cannot be truſted to injett a clyſter a 
ſafely, becauſe ſhe has not ſtudied the ſtruc- V 

8 
0 


ture of the ſmall and large inteſtines, from 
the ſtomach and pylorus to the colon and 
rectum, together with the action of the leva- tl 
tores ani. That ſhe muſt by no means tie 
her miſtreſs's garters, being ignorant of ana- 
tomy, leſt ſhe ſhould, ſome how or other, 
fraQture the patella, or rupture the capſular 
ligament, and let out the ſynovia, That ſhe 
cannot feed an infant properly, becauſe ſhe 
knows nothing of the action of the epiglottis, 
the larynx, &c. That ſhe ought to be well 
acquainted with the entire ſkeleton, from the 


os OCCipitis to the os calcis; the union of 
the 
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the different cartilages with their bones; all 
the articulate and inarticulate joints; alſo 
the names, origins, inſertions, and uſes of all 
the muſcles, whether fleſhy or tendinous, 
Likewiſe the exact courſe of the arteries, 
which conduct the blood to the head, trunk, 
and extremities; and of the veins, through 
which it paſſes back again to the heart. 

Let females be perſuaded, that their nurſes. 
ſhould know the courſe of each pair of 
nerves, and their connex1on with the brain; 
as well as the whole thoracic and abdominal 
viſcera, and the moſt minute abſorbents, &c.. 
&c. And that without this knowledge, the 
child cannot be ſafe in their hands, Tell 
them, that it is very common to fee a dear 
little babe's ſternum preſſed quite cloſe to 
the dorſal vertebre, by having its roller put 
on by an ignorant nurſe ; and that they ſome- 
times injure the glutæi muſcles, by clouting 
them mproperly *. 


Doctors may as well ſay, that nurſes ought to un- 
derſtand the alteration which takes place in the circula- 
tion of the fœtal blood when the funis is tied, as to ſay, 
that general anatomy is an advantage in the practice 
of midwifery. N 
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Were I a man-midwife, I ſhould keep an 
hundred ſuch misfortunes as theſe in my 
head, ready to relate whenever they were 
likely to anſwer my purpoſe; for if I could im- 
poſe on women as eaſily in this way, as others 
have impoſed on them, by ſaying that midwives 
ought not to be truſted to deliver them, be- 
cauſe they do not underſtand the general 
anatomy of the human body, I might ſoon 
recommend myſelf and my obſtetric brethren 
as nurſes, as well as midwives; ſo that females. 
might be entirely diſcarded during the puer- 
peral ſtate of women. And what if we ſhould 
be ſneered at, for being ſeen to dreſs and 
undreſs the lady whom we delivered a few 
day sbefore, and alſo to clout the child, &c.! 
no matter, faſhion would ſoon ſilence female 
ſcruples, and then their æind huſbands muſt 
conlent to it, and pay us well for it too! 

I really think, Sir, the College of Phyſi- 
cians ought to honour me with a title for 
this new idea, which 1s juſt as conſiſtent as. 
that of man-midwifery, 


| I have the honour to be, &c; 
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LETTER XIV. 


SIR, 

Hd proved that it is extremely 
| dangerous to employ men-midwivess 
when inſtruments are not wanted, I come to 
the str and LAsT propoſition, viz, To 
enquire why there are ſo few good mid- 
wives; offer a plan ſor their better inſtruc- 
tion; and prove that man-midwifery is a 
perſonal, a domeſtic, and a national evil. 

There are many women ſuffered to prac- 
tiſe midwifery who know very little of it, as 
well as men, both having entered into the 
profeſſion without a regular education; and 
I am ſorry our legiſlators have not long 
lince interfered to prevent it; the life of a 
mother or a child being much more valuable 
than that of a hare or a partridge, which has 
come under their ſerious conſideration. 

I muſt admit the full force of Dr. Buchan's 
opinion, page 591, ed, 9. * Though the 
* management of women in child-bed has 
* been prattiſed as an employment ſince the 
* earlieſt account of time; yet it is ſtill, in 
* molt countries, on a very bad footing. 

© Few 
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* Few women think of following the employ. 
ment till they be reduced to the neceſſity 


© of doing it for bread. Hence not one in 


a hundred of them have any education, 
or proper knowledge of their bulinels,” 
Thus far he is evidently ſpeaking of nurles, 
It is equally true,“ (ſays he) that moſt 
vomen in child-bed require to be managed 
© with {kill and attention, and that they are 
often hurt by the ſuperſtitious prejudices 
of ignorant and officious midwives, The 
* miſchief done in this way is much greater 
* than is generally imagined ; moſt of which 
* might be prevented by allowing no 
* woman to pradtiſe midwifery but ſuch 
© as are properly qualified. Were due at- 
© tention paid to this, it would not only be 
* the means of ſaving many lives, but would 
* prevent the NECESSITY of employing men in 
© this INDELICATE and diſagreeable branch 
© of medicine, which is, on MANY accounts, 
* MORE Proper for the other ſex.” 

Though it is impoſſible for the moſt 1gno- 
rant and illiterate midwives to do ſo much 
miſchief with their hands, as ſk:[/ul men have 


done with their levers, &c. I am no advocate 


for 


1 


for them, but wiſh they were ſent back to 
their waſh-tubs, &c. Women whole deport- 
ment is vulgar and diſguſtful, are by no 
means proper for that profeſſion, any more 
than thoſe who have not well ſtudied. it. 
Nor do I blame any female for rejecting their 
ſervices, and prefering thoſe of HUMANE 
men; I only wiſh to cenſure thoſe who live 
in London, or other large places, where 
ſarlful and ſenſible midwives can be procured, 
and yet expole their perſons to men; nor 
would I be too ſevere herein, as they have 
been led into this error, by men whole 
intereſt it is to impoſe on them, by ſaying, 
they are not ſafe in the hands of any wo- 
man, 

Dr. Buchan does not mean that many 
lives have been loſt by unſkilful midwives 
in delivery, but during the month; and as 
the beſt midwives have very little knowledge 
of phyſic, it is right to call in a man when 
women are threatened with too much fever, 
or with any other diſorder. But this is very 
different from the unneceſſary employment of 
a man in the time of labour, becauſe there is 

no 
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31 
no improper and indecent handling and 
touching. 

It is a great miſtake in women, to ſuppoſe 
that ALL the danger is in the delivery ; on the 
contrary, nature vill expel the fœtus ninety- 
nine times in a hundred, % left to herſelf” 
as Dr. Buchan obſerves ; ſo that we ſeldom 
hear of a woman dying in labour, though many 
die in child-bed. Nature is not left to her- 
ſelf by many men-midwives (as I have al- 
ready proved) for they will often uſe the 
lever, whether an inſtrument be wanted or 
not ; therefore I would much rather employ 
a male nurſe than a male midwife in a na- 
tural labour, unleſs I were permitted to 
ſearch the doftor's pockets, to ſatisfy myſelf 


that he bed left his lever at home for once. 


If he were unvilling to be ſearched, I 


ſhould conſider it my duty to protect my 


wife from being injured by his * 
inſtrumental aid. 
It is true, there are ſome huſbands of a 


 fhallow underſtanding, who actually perſuade 


their wives to employ men in preference to 
{ſkilful women; and as ſoon as the dottor 
enters 
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enters the room, they ſneak out of it; I 
imagine they are afraid he will not take 
liberties enough, while they are there to re- 
ſtrain him, ſo they are determined to give 
him full liberty of conſcience, by leaving 
him in the unlimited poſſeſſion of the Sanc- 
tum Sanctorum. Some wives pretend they 
cannot perſuade their huſbands to be with 


they do not wiſh it, for they know how to 
perſuade them out of a new gown, whenever 
they pleaſe. 

I have proved (from books written by 
men-midwives) that male prattice has been 
attended by a great deal of indecency, and 
inſtrumental miſchief; therefore if women 
wil continue to employ men unneceſlarily 
in the abſence of their huſbands, and allow 
pated huſbands will conient to it, they muſt 
take the certain conſequences: ſuch couples, 
however, are well qualifiedto live among the 
Korakic Ruſſians, where cuſlom requires huſ- 
bands to proſtitute their wives and daughters 
to ſtrangers out of very hoſpitality “: or in 

: - Italy, 


& See Le Brun's taivels, 


them when delivered by men; it is becanſe 
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Italy, where males are employed to attend 


ladies in bed, to dreſs and undreſs them, 


and to place their chauffeite under their pet. 
ticoats, and all this in the abſence of their 
huſbands ; nay, faſhion requires the huſband 
to ſeem ſatisfied with it all, and to hire the 
{aid wan, called a ciciſheo*: nor are Britiſh 
huſbands, who permit men todeliver their wives 
in preference to women, and at the ſame 
time voluntarily withdraw, a jot more wile 
than Italian huſbands ; both are equally ſlaves 
to the cuſtom of their country, without con- 
ſidering the impropriety thereof. I will 
allo venture to ſay, that every woman who 
can procure a ſkilful midwife and yet vo- 
luntarily permits male ſervice in natural 
labour, when her huſband is abſent, wouid 
alſo be contented with the ſervice of a 
ciciſbeo, inſtead of a waiting-maid, if ſhe 

lived at Genoa, where faſhion juſtifies it. 
But what is the reaſon that midwives are 
more ignorant of their profeſſion, now that 
they are inſtructed by male-teachers, than a 
century ago, when they taught each other! 
The reaſon is obvious; it is not likely that thoſe 
men, 


%. 


* Voyez L'Eſpion Chinois, 
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men, who are conſtantly endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs female practice among the rich, will 
ever fully inſtruct them, though, they take 
their money for that purpoſe: ſo when they 
have deprived them of the greateit part of 
the leſſons they have ſo unjuſtly received 
their money for, they cry out againſt their 
Ignorance, © no lady is ſafe in their hands, 
c'. Yea, they make their ricͤ patients 
believe, that women really have not a capacity 
to learn midwifery, which is certainly paying 
a bad compliment to the mental talents of the 
preſent generation of Britiſh females, as 
none but females learned it for prattice a 
century ago, and it is in the hands of fe- 
males alone, throughout the greateſt part, by 
far, of the continent, in the preſent day. 
If the poor were as able to pay men-mid- 
wives as the rich are, it is more than proba- 
ble, that lecturers would refuſe to inſtruct fe- 
males in the art. 

I muſt confeſs, there are ſome illiterate 
midwives, who are incapable of underſtand- 
ing the inſtcuttions they hear, and letturers 
ought to be aſhamed of taking their money, 
when they perccive their talents are not 


ſuited 


- — - —-.a.- => ee _——— 


ſ! 
j” | 
| 
| 
0 
h 
1 
1 
1 
1 


—ͤmD—H— ——— —— — _ — 
— - 


E % Ie ee ©, ”_ 
— 2 ——— — — 


( 180 ) 


ſuited to the profeſſion. The greater part 
of thoſe women who are known to be emi- 
nent in the practice, have obtained the 
chief of their knowledge by reading modern 
{ſyſtems of midwifery, and by their extenſive 
practice. 

I know a midwife, of no great education, 
who delivered near 200 women the laſt year, 
and who during all her prattice, which ſhe 
has followed many years, has never had a 
patient die under her hands in labour. I 
doubt if a man can be found, who is able 
to ſay as much. | 

That teachers of midwifery do not give 
their female pupils ſufficient inſtruttions, I 
can prove; for I have heard a letturer lay, 
© I with no midwife to know what the os 
uteri is; I never tell them, if I can help 
7 


Then Dr. Oſborn, by way of echo to 


theſe ſentiments ſays, The practice of 

© women is much to the injury of the ſex'. 
Suppole a patient in the country were at- 
tended by one of the midwives thus taught 
(for her twelve guineas) not to know the os 
utcri, and were to be attacked with con- 
vulſions, 
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vulſions, or with a hemorrhage; can a 
midwife who knows not what the os uteri is, 
deliver the child by turning, and ſave the 
patient's life? No; inſtead of being taught 
ow to do this, ſhe is inſtructed to call in a 
man; but being diſtant from a town, the 
patient dies ere the man arrives. This is 
the price of blood! Has ſuch a thing never 
happened? and are teachers who thus half- 
educate their female pupils, guiltleſs as to 
the death of patients ſo loſt ? Let the public 
judge. T might apply the ſame argument to 
every other caſe which requires preter- 
natural delivery, and where the ſafety of 
mother or child is endangered by incom- 
petent midwives. But let not women ima- 
gine this Ignorance is peculiar to midwives, 
ſince Dr. Oſborn ſays, Men are contented 
to hurry through a ſingle courſe of lectures, 
and ſome are ſatisfied with the looſe hints 
which are given by anatomical letturers.” 

There was a proof of male ignorance in 
my neighbourhood a few months ſince. 

A young man-midwife was called in to 


turn a child, who confeſſed it was a caſe too 


difficult for him, and departed; an old gen- 
I tleman, 
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tleman, (juſtly eminent in the profeſſion) 

was ſent for, and performed it in a few 

minutes. 

But ſince we do not know that our legiſ- 
lators will (in compliance with Dr. Buchan's 
hint) make an act to prevent unqualified 
practitioners, male and female, from deliver- 
ing women, I will endeavour to lay down a 
plan for the RO ER education of midwives, 
and for preventing the practice of ignorant 
pretenders of both ſexes. 

Firſt, Let an obſtetric ſchool be inſtituted 
as near the centre of London as poſſible, 
for the inſtruttion of midwives under 
forty years of age, whole character for 
Tobriety and affability is indiſputable; 
and whoſe education, conſtitution, and 
mental talents are promiſing for, the 
profeſſion; and let none elſe be received 
as pupils. 

Second, Let theſe be inſtructed during three 
courſes of lectures, at five guineas each 
perſon, which is conſiderably leſs than 
half he uſual expence; each midwife 
ſhall be obliged to write dowp the heads 
of the lectures, ſo as to be able to an- 

| {wer 
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ſwer anv reaſonable queſtion which 


ſhall be aſked her by the lecturer, in the 


way of an obſtetric catechiſm. 


Third, All who are well qualified to anſwer 


every PRACTICAL queſtion at the end 
of the ſecond courle of lectures, ſhall 
have a certificate given, that they are 
able to undertake every caſe in mid- 
wifery, which does not require the aid 
of inſtruments : thoſe who (after going 
through three courſes of lectures) are 
not thus qualified, ſhall attend another 
courſc, or till they be completed in the 
theoretical part of the art, before they 
receive a certificate. 


Fourth, They ſhall be. taught the form, the 


cavity, the diameters, the axis, &c. of 
well-formed pelves; and alſo the dia- 
meters, ſutures, bones, and fontanels of 
fetal ſkulls ; which ſhall be kept at the 
ſchool for that purpoſe, together with 
perfett and diſtorted pelves. 


Fifth, They ſhall be taught the anatomy of 


the vagina, the urethra and bladder, 
the uterus, the rectum, and the contents 
of the full-grown impregnated uterus, 
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on a machine reſembling nature as 
nearly as poſſible, adapted to a real 
pelvis and ſpine. 

Sixth, Hereon they ſhall be taught the uſe 
of the catheter. 

Seventh, They ſhall be taught the encreaſe 
of the gravid uterus, from conception to 
delivery, by Smellie's or Hunter's large 
plates. 

Eighth, They ſhall attend poor women, in 
any part of the town, during their ſe- 
cond courle of lectures; and two ſhall 
attend labours together, viz. one who 
has delivered ſhall go with one who has 
not, 

[This eighth article will, in a few years, 


render ſubſcriptions to other charities, for the 
' purpoſe of delivering women at their own 


dwellings, needleſs; ſo that the money here- 
tofore paid to midwives and accoucheurs 
for that purpoſe, may be given to the patients, 
by their different benefattors, to aſſiſt them 


during the month, ] 
Ninth, They ſhall be taught the art of turn- 


ing, &c. on the common machine. 


The lectures ſhall be compiled from 
the 


( 135 ) 
the beſt modern authors and lefturers ; 11 
they ſhall be rcad, and not delivered 
from memory; part of them ſhall be de- 
livered by an experienced ſurgeon, and 
part by a ſkilful midwife, as ſhall here- 
alter be determined, being dependent | 
on the nature of cach letture, which 
ſhall continue about an hour every day, f 
except Sundays; ſo that each courſe will il | 
continue about five weeks, including | 
ſome of the diſeaſes of pregnant and 
lying-in women, and children in the 
month. | | 
Tenth, The lecturing midwife ſhall attend 
thoſe difficult caſes which the pupils 
cannot manage; if it be an inſtrumental 
caſe, the lecturing accoucheur ſhall 
attend it. a 
Eleventh, The gentleman employed to de- 
liver theſe lectures ſhall not be a man- 
midwife by profeſſion, leſt his own in- 
tereſt ſhould cauſe him to with-hold 
neceſſary inſtructions from the female 
pupils. | 
Twelfth, Every annual ſubſcriber to this 
inſtitution ſhall be allowed two tickets 
#0 for 
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for each guinea, which tickets ſhall en- 
title two poor married women to de- 
livery at their own dwellings, 

As the execution of this plan will be 
attended with very little difficulty, and is 
calculated to render male-midwifery unne- 
ceſſary, as well as to promote the comfort of 
many poor woman, 1t 1s hoped it will not 
want advocates, It is certainly the duty of 


all thoſe who are averſe to male-midwifery, 


and who wiſh to prevent their wives and 
daughters from falling ſacrifices to an im- 
modeſt faſhion, to lend every poſſible en- 
couragement to this plan, intended to chaſe 
continental levities from this iſland, and 
render its fair natives both mopetsT and 
VIRTUOUS, Which they were once univerſally 
celebrated for. 

Medical gentlemen of character, who are 
averſe to male- practice, and wiſh to take an 
active part in this deſign, are deſired to leave 
a letter with the publiſher, which I will 
attend to; it ſhall not want my PECUNIARY 
ſupport, as far as may be compatible with 
my circumſtances: my avocation, as a 
tradeſman, 


11% 


tradeſman, will not permit me to render it 
any other aſſiſtance. 

Women thus educated will be worthy of 
the confidence of pregnant females, as none 
will be allowed a certificate, till properly 
qualified to manage every caſe in midwifery; 
and if none be employed who cannot pro— 
duce ſuch a certificate, it will anſwer the 
ſame purpoſe as an act of parliament, to pre- 
vent unqualified midwives from practiſing. 

I know accoucheurs will laugh at this 
deſign, becauſe it is much eaſier to ſneer 
than to argue; the truth is, their arguments 
will be found too impotent to controvert what 
I have advanced, therefore ridicule will be 
their beſt reſource *. If this plan can be 
put in execution, and promoted with ſpirit, 
I am perſuaded, the great obſtetric idol, man, 
will fall to the ground by its own ponderous 
weight in a few years. 

There are ſome women who have been 
taught to believe, that their midwife doQtors 


have really ſaved their lives; being ignorant 


of what nature does for them, Hence their 
I 4 gratitude 


* © On me, when coxcombs are ſatiric, 
© I take it for a panegyric,' SWIFT», 
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gratitude is very little ſhort of real affe tion, 
ſo that they very innocently recommend 
them to all their female friends, ſuppoſing 
they are doing them a peculiar favour. 

Nor can we wonder at this; were a man to 
fave a woman from drowning, no one would 
blame her for exerciſing future gratitude to 
him; I think, however, it would be ud! 
as proper, for a midwife to be the recipient 
of all this obſtetric good-wzll. 

Notwithſtanding, ſome families are bitter 
enemies to male-midwifery, and many will 
not be perſuaded to fall into the faſhionable 
ſnare, and there are not a few whom I have 
extricated from it, by ſhewing them the per- 
nicious tendency of it, I doubt not but all 


theſe will ſecond the ſalutary intention of 


this book, by perſuading their friends from 
continuing in an error, in order to prove 
that they have always done right; and by 
laying a ſtrict injunction on their adult 
children, not to employ men-midwives in 
natural labours, unleſs their local ſituation 
prevents them from obtaining ſkilful female 

operators. 
I know ſeveral perſons who have lately 
determined 
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determined not to employ a phyſician, a 
ſurgeon, or an apothecary who prattiſes mid- 
 wifery, and I heartily wiſh there were thou- 
ſands in the ſame mind. 

Midwives ſhould explain to their female 
friends, that nature expels the child (ninety= 
nine times out of a hundred) without any 
help; and this will be another antidote to the 
impoſitions of accoucheurs. 

A gentleman (the other day) told me, he 
wiſhed all the men- midwives were ſent to 
the plow's tail; a much more becoming 
ſituation for them, than the zazls of married 
women! Another gentleman ſaid, he would 
heartily lend his aid to ſend them out of the 
kingdom. Theſe gentlemen will now have 
an opportunity to promote their laudable 
deſigns, by joining their efforts to mine for 
that purpoſe. No huſband who poſſeſſes 
good ſenſe, can bear his wife to be unne- 
ceſſarily expoſed to other men; he knows 
that dottors have the ſame paſſions as all 
other males have; and I can ſafely ſay, I 
never met with half a ſcore men in my life, 
who were advocates for man-midwifery ; and 

I 5 thele 


1 
theſe few are more famed for being hen- 
pecked than for their wiſdom. 

Let wives bring this buſineſs home to their 
own boſoms; how could they like their 
huſbands to ſend for a ſmart female ſurgeon 
to ſound them for the ſtone, in preference to 
a male, and at the ſame time to inſiſt on the 
wife being abſent during the ſpeculative 
experiment? How could they like to hear 
their huſbands recommend this handſome 
lady to other men at every opportunity, and 
to ſee her come almoſt daily to the houſe on 
one trifling occaſion or another? 

This is exactly the caſe with man-mid- 
wifery ; and yet women think it does not 
cool their huſbands” aftettions towards them, 
but they are miſtaken. 

As a proof that good midwives are as ſafe 
as men, midwives themſelves prefer their 
own ſex to deliver them, and HEY cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be ignorant of what an operator 
has to do for them. Many ſurgeons, who do 
not practiſe midwifery, employ women tg 
deliver their wives; nay, the greateſt ſurgeon 
in England does, Is not this becauſe they 


know 
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know men can handle inſtruments dexte- 
rouſly ? Did we ever hear of a man-midwife 
being voluntarily abſent from his wife, 
when delivered by one of his brethren? Is 
not this ; proof that he knows there is a needs- 
be for his preſence ? 

I have often heard accoucheurs wonder, 
that women can ſo eaſily ſubmit to male 
aſſiſtance ; and well they may wonder, becaule 
they Ano it is unneceſſary, No doubt they 
will {till endeavour to continue their groſs 
impoſition; and if they ſucceed, we may 
fafely apply the words of Fielding to wives : 


« Credulity's always in faſhion ; 
For folly's a fund will never loſe ground, 
© While fools are ſo rife in the nation.” 


But let us hope better things; for Engliſh 
females in general have only ſubmitted to 
men, becauſe they imagined themſelves more 
fafe in their hands than in thoſe of women, 
and they ſtill poſſeſs chaſtity enough to em- 
ploy their own ſex, as ſoon as they are un- 
deceived. Therefore I will venture to ap- 
ply Pope's words to every ſenſible huſband, 
leaving thoſe, who will not be convinced 
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that reaſon is a better guide than faſhion, to 


apply the firſt two lines to themſelves. 


Some poſitive, perſiſting fops we know, 
Who if once wrong, will needs be always ſo: 
But you, with pleaſure own your errors paſt, 
» And make each day a critique on the laſt,” 


Dr. Hamilton and his obſtetric brethren 
will doubtleſs plead, the cruelty of throwing 
ſo many medical men out of employment; 
yes, and the keepers of ill-famed houſes 
think it cruel to be deprived of their licences. 
Jet each of them purſue a decent employ- 
ment, and I ſhall be the laſt perſon to in- 
terrupt them in it. But while the liberty of 


the preſs is permitted, I ſhall conſider it 


my DUTY to bear a faithful teſtimony againſt 
the pradlice of that body of men, whoſe buſine/s 
it is wantonly and unneceſſarily to violate 
female modeſty ; until they become aſhamed 
of their paſt attions, and transfer ſuch an et- 
feminate calling to its original proprietors. 
You will plainly perceive, Sir, that my 
principal deſign, in writing this book, 1s to 
ſtop the progreſs of obſtetric arms, by op- 
poſing a legion of well-diſciplined Amazons 


thereto; and that my SECONDARY aim is, 
to 
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to perſuade huſbands to ſtand ſentinel during 
the delivery of their wives, in order to pro- 


tett them from being thruſt at by ſuch ſteel 


weapons, until there ſhall be a ſuſhcient 


number of women trained up to take the 


held with their natural arms alone. 

I do not think it neceſſary to apologize 
for the mode of treating this ſubjett. I have 
ſtudied delicacy of ſentiment, as much as 
was conſiſtent with perſpicuity ; endeavouring 
to avoid licentious ideas on the one hand, 
and ambiguity on the other; wiſhing this 
book to contain nothing that can be injuri- 
ous to the minds of adult females, whether 
ſingle or married. Had I rendered it un- 
fit to be a cloſet companion for women, I 
ſhould have contributed to defeat the end 
ſor which it was written, 

I ſhall conclude with proving, that male- 
midwifery is A PERSONAL, A DOMESTIC), 
AND A NATIONAL EVIL. 

Do not the various lacerations of the 
perineum, unneceſlary diviſions of the ſym- 
pbyſis pubis, wounded urethra, &c. men- 
tioned in the tenth letter, prove it to be a 
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PERSONAL evil, without any further argu- 
ments? 

It is a DOMESTIC evil, as it creates great 
diſcord in families; this I have known to be 
the caſe in ſeveral families, and Ihave often 
been aſked by gentlemen, why females are 
not employed in midwifery now, as much as 
heretofore. 

Your own common obſervation muſt con- 
firm the truth of what J am ſtating ; but if 
you really want proof, that huſbands in ge- 
neral are very much diſſatisfied with the ſecret 
obſtetric ſervices of males, though an ima- 
ginary neceſſity cauſes them to ſubmit there- 
to, you need only read the books which 
have been written againſt man-midwifery, in 
order to be amply convinced. The ſpirit of 
theſe books plainly ſhew, that the authors of 
them deteſted every woman, who had un- 
neceſſarily ſubmitted to the hands of accou- 
cheurs, ſo that their own wives would have 
totally loſt their affections, by employing 
them. 

Not long ſince a gentleman married a 
very beautiful woman, and when ſhe was 

pregnant 
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pregnant of her firſt child, he was very un- 
happy for ſeveral months, fearing ſhe would 
be perſuaded, by ſome of her /i, ble 
female friends, to engage a man to deliver 
her; till ſhe one day told him, ſhe intended 
to beſpeak a midwife in the neighbourhood. 
He claſped her in his arms, and ſaid, he 
would not have oppoſed it, had ſhe choſen a 
man, as he might have cauſed her friends to 
think, he was not ſufficiently attentive to her 
ſafety; but that his affection, which was 
{ſtrengthened greatly by her choice of a wo- 
man, muſt have been conſiderably diminiſhed, 
by her employing a man. This fact I can 
authenticate, And how can any ſenſible 
huſband think otherwiſe than this did? 
Do men marry wives to be prattiſing-blocks 


for midwife-dottors? Women know not 


how much they weaken their huſband's affec- 
tions by employing men, 

If you and your obſtetric brethren were 
diſpoſed to be uſeful members of ſociety, 
and to promote domeſtic happineſs, you 
would ceaſe to teach midwifery to a parcel 
of licentious boys (many of whom muſt be 


licentious, out of ſuch a vaſt number) and 


you 
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you would inſtru females in every thing 
relative to midwifery, except the uſe of the 
forceps, ſciſſars, and crotchet. 

Permit me to extract a few ſentences from 


ſome of the books I juſt now mentioned, as 


a collateral evidence that the peace of many 
families is interrupted by the practice of 
men-midwives. * I know ſeveral gentle- 
* men of fortune, who declare that nothing 
can induce them to marry, while they are 
to be deemed brutes, if they do not ſubmit 
to the ſhameful practice the following 


© ſheets will diſcloſe ; though not half what 


© I could lay open, if I did not think enough 
has been ſaid to determine every man of 
ſenſe, before he marries, to enter a caveat 
© in the marriage-ſettlement to bar men- 
« midwives. 

* | I know not which to deſpiſe moſt ; 
the huſbands, who give up their wives to be 
* ſo wantonly and fo unneceſſarily handled 
and touched by men-midwives; or the 
* wives, who are ſo void of a proper ſenſe 

F « Of 
* Midwifery analized, 3d edit, page 17, of the letter 
addreſſed to John Ford, 

+ Mid, Anal, page 17, £4 
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of their huſbands dignity, and their owa 
modeſty, to employ men-midwives upoa 
any occaſion: nay, I ſay upon every 
occaſion ; for when once the male-midwife 
has got admiſſion into a houſe, he becomes 
phylictan-general to the whole family. If 
the huſband be ill, the wife will not be 
ealy, unleſs her doctor be called in, to the 
great prejudice of phyſicians regularly 
* bred. The dangerous conſequences of 
iron inſtruments, conſtantly uſed by men- 
midwives, and which often deſtroy the life 
of the child, or mother, or both; and the 
certainty of rendering the woman's perſon 
diſagreeable, if not diſguſtful, to her huſ- 
band, ought to have great weight with wo- 
men, provided the matter of delicacy, 
decency, and modeſty, were out of the 
queſtion.” 

Page 22. * Why then ſhould women 
think it neceſſary to expole their perſons 
and their infirmities, and to be twiſted and 
turned about, in whatever poſture or atti- 
tude the man-midwile is plcaſed to direct, 
either in bed or up, and to keep her huſband 
all that time in MORE PAIN OF MIND 


s than 
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than that which ſhe ſuffers in body, for no 
other end but vanity of having a doctor, 
as they call it; but what I call AN OUT- 
RAGE to ſenſe, dignity, love, and virtue.“ 
Page 40. That it is an immodeſt, an un- 
neceſſary, and a ſhameful practice, I will 
maintain; and that there lives not a man 
of fenſe and ſentiment, who loves his wife, 
that ever returned to her bed with that de- 
gree of ſatisfaction and afiettion, who has 
undergone a male-midwife's touch, as ſhe 
whoſe perſon is, or he ſuppoſes to have 
been, ſacred to him, and him alone. 
Whenever I ſce a married woman nice in 
ſentiment, and delicate in her expreſſions, 
and find ſhe is attended by male-mid- 
wives, I conſider her a pretender to both: 
I look on her with contempt.” 

Page 51. Has ſhe not by ſo doing, ſa- 
crificed her modeſty to faſhion, her perſon 
to the higheſt indignity, and her huſband's 
honour to the ſneers and ſecret contempt 
even of her male operators ?” 
Page 89. I ſpeak the ſentiments of all 
ſenſible men, when I declare, I attribute 


the profligacy of the women of the pre- 
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ſent age, to the practices of men-mid- 
wives; and pronounce every woman, who 
permits the viſits of a male touching opera- 
tor, during her pregnancy, unworthy of 
the affection or regard of her huſband; 
and every one who admits them, even in 
the hour of labour' (he means unneceſſarily) 
not worthy of his future embraces, or 
worth thoſe of any other man ; and that 
it is the vERY WORST of all proſtitution, 
and will ſoon extinguiſh even the practice 
of matrimony, except among that claſs of 
people who poſſeſs neither ſenſe nor ſenti- 
ment.“ 

Page 35. I never meet any of theſe 
obſtetrical profeſſors, that I do not look 
upon them as I ſhould on the Emperor cf 
Morocco, or the Baſhaw of Tangiers, 
going to viſit his ſeraglio.” 


Now, Sir, as you and your brethren can- 


not tell, how many of your patients' huſ- 
bands are of the ſame opinion as this author, 
though they keep it to themſelves, it is 
your. duty, to refuſe to deliver any woman 
whoſe huſband is not preſent, if at home; 


that he may ſee you do no more than is your 


duty, 
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duty, and have no cauſe to uphraid his wiſe 
for tolerating improper practices. But! 
have before proved, that men prefer the 
abſence of huſbands for feveral reaſons, 
however unhappy their minds may be, 
while they are cloſeted with their wives on 
theſe intereſling occaſions. Men's averſion 
to their preſence ſhews, that they ought not 
to be abſent; and if they were contented 
with doing their duty only, they would in- 
fiſt on the huſband's preſence, eſpecially 
when they try the firſt pains, which are 
generally too weak to affect every ſpurtous 
ſenſibility. Another author ſays, * If our 
© women, holding the ſentiments of mankind 
at defiance, impudently continue the prac- 
tice in the face of day, ſhall we not try to 
force up one drop of modeſt blood into 
their cheeks, if one can be found in their 
whole frame? | | 

« I wiſh to make them bluſh, even at the 
:dea of employing a man. 

If any other man were to be caught 


* 
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taking ſuch liberties, the huſband would 
© deem it ſufficient cauſe for a ſeparation, 


© Doctors 


Thoughts on the times. 
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Doctors Commons, &c. And yet I cannot 
« conceive why he ſhould feel himſelf more 
injured, by the freedoms having been 
taken by a gay young man of faſhion, 
than by a dottor. 

Have not the liberties that he has wan- 
 tonly taken with her perſon, remove] the 
* ſhame of a firſt violation? 

Have not the ſacred limits, ha mode?y 
© ould guard from defilement, been profaned 
and polluted, by an unhallowed hand? 

Accuſtomed to the licentious familiari— 
* ties of one man (not her huſband) a path 
has not only been opened, but made 
* ſmooth, and ealy for anoTHtErR. Mon- 
* ſtrous! | 

* Have ve no feeling left? After modeſty 
has flown from our dwellings, can we be 
ſurpriſed if virtue follows its companion 
and defender? Infamous as the adultreſs 
© is, her crime admits of extenuation, and 
+ ſhe ſeems pure when balanced againſt the 
* pretender to modeſty, who ſends for her 
doctor to be digitated, Shame on ſo 
abandoned a prattice! Let it be cried 
* down, and ſcandalized, as every man 
© wiſhes 
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© wiſhes to preſerve his wife and daughters 
© from pollution. There is no pretence for 
it in nature; and if the public take it up 
£ with ſpirit, women who are not abandoned, 
vill be as much aſhamed to have it known 
that they wanToxNLY employ a man- 
£ midwife, as they /hould be, on being de— 
tected in adultery. We owe it to ourſelves, 
6 we owe it to our wives, to our children, 
and we owe it to our country. 

« Should not a modeſt woman be ſatisfied 
© with having a man in waiting, ready, and 
© rather take the chance that e may be 
one of the twenty in two thouſand” (who 
have difficult labours) than pre-reſolve on 
« expoſing her perſon, wantonly, in a ſcan- 
© dalous manner, to a ſtrange man, before 
ſhe knows that her caſe requires it ? How 
much, then, do theſe women deſerve to be 
ſhamed, and yoINTED AT, in every com- 
© pany, who, ſetting all decency at DEFIANCE, 
pre-reſolve to employ a man? 

You ſee, Sir, how much the. minds of 
ſome men have ſuffered, from being obliged 
(perhaps from their being ſitnated out of the 
rcach of a midwife) to give up their wives 
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to male hands, Certainly (as Dr. Buchan 
oblerves) midwifery is an employment moſt 
proper for females, on many accounts. 
Man-midwifery is allo a NATION AI 
evil. 

The firſt proof hereof I ſhall quote, from 
a book entitled, The Danger and Inmode/ly 
of unneceſſarily employing Men-midwives. 

Page 27. It is to the almoſt general 
cuſtom of employing men-midwives, that 


grace our country. Ignorance has ſpread 
© this ſhameleſs cuſtom. Ignorance leads 
people to ſuppoſe men ſafer than women. 
* Ignorance of what the men-midwives do, 
leads modeſt women az fir/t to ſubmit to 
'* employ men; and it is ignorance which 
leads huſbands (who love their wives) to 
e recommend, nay even ſometimes force 
- them on their wives. They know not 
what ſtripes they are preparing for them— 
ſelves. 


f Page 28. In thirty years practice, a 


qd perſlon might probably never meet with 4 
ic WW /ingle caſe where a good woman might 


es not have done the buſinels. This confeſſion 
to © vas made to me by an eminent man-mid- 
Wife, 


{ I attribute the frequent adulteries which diſ— 
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wife, after a practice of thirty-ſix years, 
How elſe would the world have been 
peopled? The men have but lately come 
into faſhion, 
© In praiſe of Scotland and Treland be it 
ſpoken, the women of thoſe countries are 
{till too modeſt to employ them“. What is 
is the conſequence ? Adulteries happen very 
ſeldom in thoſe countries. If men-mid- 
wives were requilite to bring children into 
the world, what would become of the 
wilds of America—the plains of Africa? 
Even the Hottentot women are too mo- 
deſt to employ men—they leave that 
abandoned cuſtom to our Engliſh ladies 
yet they are ſo fruitful, they furniſh ſlaves 
for the globe. It is a notorious fact, that 
more children have been loft, ſince women 
were ſo ſcandalouſly indecent as to em- 
ploy men, than for ages before that prac- 
tice became ſo general. 
Page 31. © Who can wonder at the pro- 
fligacy of the times, when it 1s known 
that even women of character ſoon be- 
come ſo callous to the baſhfulneſs which 
| © ought 


They alſo have lately caught the obſtetric mM 
influenza ! 


ich 
ght 


© ought to charaQterize their ſex, from be- 
© ing habituated to the familiarities of their 
* men-midwives.' 

Page 33. It cannot be denied, wit/ 
truth, but theſe viſitations from men-mid- 
* wives, remove, in a great meaſure, the 
horror of thoſe intruſions on the advanced 
+ poſts of virtue, which are its greateſt ſafe- 
£ guards—and ſerve to prepare the way for 
* the addreſſes of gay young men, who make 
it therr buſineſs to ſeduce married women 
into the path of infamy. 

She cannot but be conſcious, that the 
* dottor is infringing on the huſband.“ Is 
he not infringing on his own wife alſo? 
Page 35. Bluſh, ye women of faſhion, 
to own that any man beſides your hu andy 
is admitted to liberties with your perſons? 
Page 40. * What undertaking can be 
more difficult to ſucceed in, than an en- 
deavour to reform the manners of a vicious 
age? Yet, encouraged by the conſciouſ- 
neſs of the rectitude of my intentions, and 
of the ſincerity of my wiſhes to repair the 
foundation of matrimonial happineſs, &c.' 
Page 43. It is for this wanton uſe of 
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6 men, that I wiſh I had abilities to expoſe 
their want of modeſty in colours ſtriking 
* enough to hold out ſuch women to the 
* univerſal ridicule of the world, and draw 
« down on them the contempt and indigna- 
tion of the virtuous. 
Page 48. I hope to live to ſee the day, 
when innate modeſty will be the charac- 
teriſtic of Engliſh women; and of cour/e, 
when a lady will not be more publicly 
branded with infamy for the moſt barefaced 
proſtitution, than for the effrontery which 
will then be neceſſary to enable a woman 
wantonly to employ a man-midwife. 
Page 60, * Whoever reads the nevſ- 
E papers of three years back, will find Maxr 
6 paragraphs informing us of the proſecution 
t of men midwives for crim. con.” | 
Each of theſe three authors ſhew, that 
.great miſchief has been done by the impa- 
tience and inſtruments of men and boys, 
and that ſkilful midwives are much ſaſer; 
but as I have before rROVED IT FROM 
FACTS, I need not quote what they have 
written thereon. 


And now, Sir, what can be more evident, 
than 
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than that man-midwifery is a NATIONAT. 
evil? Is it not the deſtruciion of female 
modeſty? Hence the readineſs of women to 
admit a new doctor every child, if their 
former doctor - happens to be engaged when 


they fall in labour. Hence the cuſtom. 


'among' /a/hionable females) of ſending for 
their dottors to inform them if they be with 
child. Hence the elopements and adulterics 
among noble and honourable couples, and the 
little cenſure ſuch conduct mects with. 
Hence the immodeſty of women who. can 
ſit in the pit of the theatres, among males, 
and behold the half-fkirted female dancers, 
diſcovering the ſhape of their legs and thighs 
fro bono publico . Hence the- number of 
young women who give way to their ſeducers, 
after ſeeing their mothers voluntarily ſubmit 
to be handled and twiſted by men-midwives, 
without the protection of their huſbands; 
though a more modeſt neighbour has been 
delivered ſafely (ſeveral umes) by women. 
Hence the improper familiarities at maſque- 
rades, between lewd men of faſhion, and 
women whoſe modeſty has been ſacrificed 
K 2 at 
* Having begun to imitate the French, in midwifery, 
ve go on to imitate their various faſhionable leviges, 
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at the ſhrine of men-midwives, and who 
are therefore no longer ſhocked by foreign 
invaſions. Hence the unbluſhing effrontery 
of thoſe women, who went into an open 


court to ſwear, that Dr. had often laid 
them, without lying with them, when he was 
tried for raviſhing one of his patients“, 
which alſo proves a former idea of mine, 


1 namely, that women think they owe their 


lives to their doftors, and will do any 
thing to ſerve them. 

Theſe chings are the natural conſequences 
of man- midwifery; for women would have 
been ſhunned by all their modeſt female 
friends, before that abominable practice be- 
came faſhionable, had they been guilty of 
half the lewdneſs which they now prattiſe 
with impunity. 

What barriers' (ſays Mrs. Nihell Fare 
* thrown down, what a door is opened to 
' $ licentiouſneſs, by the admiſhon of this fo 
. © needleſs innovation? Think of an army, 
c if but of Dr. Smellie's nine hundred pupils, 
- © conſtantly -recruiting with the pupils of 
6 thoſe pupils, — looſe againſt the female 
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© ſex, and what an havock they may make 
© of both its . ſafety and modeſty, to ſay 
nothing of the detriment to population, in 
the deſtruttion of the infants.” 

I will nowrROVE mat the EDUCATING 
of men for the practice of midwifery, is a 
NATIONAL EVIL, ſince it promotes pro- 
ſtitution. 

In the ſeventh letter, I took notice of 


the mode of teaching males to uſe the 


catheter; of the touching lecture; of ſuf- 
fering thirty or forty male pupils to attend 
one woman in labour; and of permitting 
each of them to examine her. We cannot ſup- 
poſe any modeſt married woman would ſub- 


mit to ſuch treatment a ſecond time; therefore 
we will allow the majority of females fo han- 
dled, to have been ſeduced, and the reſt of, 


them to be ſtreet-pacers, or vice verſa, But 


are the beſt of them likely to be reclaimed, 


and made good members of fociety, after 
having been touched, and handled, and 


twiſted, and turned, and expoſed by, and to, 


ſuch a number of boys; and after ſecing 


other females ſerved the ſame, who happen 


to be delivered in the ſame room during 
© their 
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their confinement ? On the contrary, doth 
it not eradicate every remaining virtuous 
ſentiment, and complete their education as 
common proſtitutes; juſt as a few weeks 
education in Newgate, qualifies the pick- 
pocket for the highway ? 

Whereas many of theſe women, yea, of 
the worſt of them, might perhaps become 
good members of ſociety, if they were de- 
livered by their own ſex, and if ſome good 
matron were to give thema leQture now-and- 
then during their recovery, on the advan- 
tages of a virtuous life, But, alas! theſe 
male-]ying-in hoſpitals are fo. far from being 
worthy of the names of charitable inſtitu- 
tions; the certainty of a reception into them, 
and of lying-in free of expence, and of re- 
ceiving money from the pupils into the 
bargain, induces many to take ſhelter in the 
infernal aſylum, a ſecond, and perhaps a 
third or fourth time, who would otherwiſe 
become induſtrious and uſeful to ſociety, 
after their firſt misfortune. 

As I before obſerved, very few virtuous 
married women will enter theſe obſtetric 


brothels, ſo that men cannot be taught the 
practical 


Ein 


praQtical part of midwifery, without having 
proſtitutes to pra@iſe upon; and thoſe who 
are not abandoned when they enter the 
hoſpital, have very different ideas when 
they leave it. And is not this a NATIONAL! 
evil? What ſignifies inſtituting on x Aſy- 
lum in order to reclaim unfortunate females, 
while many others are eſtabliſhed whichtend 
to ruin them, and all this for no other pur- 
poſe, but to fill the pockets, and indulge the 
laſcivious deſires of a body of men, who 
have choſen ſuch an effeminate employment 
in preference to all others, and impoſe 
themſelves on the credulity of © virtuous 
females, by making them believe, that na- 
ture does little or nothing for them in labour, 
and that they cannot be ſafe in female 
hands. | FF 

To ſum up theſe three particulars, is there 
no evil, in cutting a woman's ſhare-bone in 
two before the effect of the labour-pains be 
tried? In performing this operation on a wo- 
man who can bear living children by the powers 
of nature only, when attended by a mid- 
wife? In breaking inſtruments in the wombs 
of women, who afterwards expel the children 
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by the labour pains only? In ſcooping out 
children's brains, when there is no manner 
of difficulty in the caſe? In cutting open 
the bellies and wombs of women, who after- 
wards bear living children? In working 
near three hours at the heads of children 
with ſteel inſtruments, eight hours before the 
pains arrive at their greateſt force? In 
tearing women's perinæi quite in two, from 
the frœnum labiorum to the anus, by the 
ſaid inſtrument? In falling aſleep over 
women, and being acceſſary to the child's 
death? In prattifing midwifery before it is 
ſtudied, and cauſing the child's death ? Intear- 
ing a patient's womb, and cutting off a part 
of her inteſtines? In writing eſſays to prove, 
that an unborn child is not hurt, by plunging 
a perforator into its head“? In uncovering 
women before a great number of boys, &c.? 
One famous accoucheur recommends and 
uſes the lever, before the effect of the la- 
bour-pains be tried; another, the knife; a 

third, the ſciſſars and the crotchet. 
Theſe are ſome of the bleſſed advantages 
1 EG | of 
®* Surely Dr. Oſborn ated very imprudently herein, 

even if it were poſlible to prove it, . 
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of man- midwifery; and now I beſeech any 
rational Being to judge, whether it be 4 
PERSONAL, A DOMESTIC, AND A NATIONAL 
EVIL, or not. 

J intended to conclude here, but muſt beg 
your patience a little longer. 

A few words concerning abortions. 

You know, Sir, when the embryo is ſup- 
poſed to, be dead, but does not come away 
within a few days; ifthe woman have much 
hemorrhage, ſhe is examined per vaginam ; | 
and if the ſtate of the os uteri will permit it, 
the extraneous ſabjet is brought away 
manually. And pray, Sir, why do not 
accoucheurs ſend for a woman to do this? 
Does it require great {kilt ? So they would 
make their patients believe, in order to make 
them ſubmit io ſuch an outrageous attack on 
their modeſty, at a time when they are not 
in labour. And why does the huſband's 
preſence offend them on this occafion too, 
that they muſt have him out of the room, 
before they attempt to examine bis wife? 
Be fo kind, Sir, as to tell the public, what is 
their motive for preferring tes ſecrecy. - 

Dr. Ofborn having quoted the ſacred 
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writings, I will follow his example, and 
take the liberty to recommended theſe two 
paſſages to your conſideration. 

Men loved darkneſs rather than light, 
© becaule their deeds were evil. For every 
© one that doeth evil hateth the light, nei- 

© ther cometh to the hght, leſt his deeds 
* ſhould be reproved. 

Can a man take fire in his boſom, and his 
© clothes not be burned? Can one go upon 
© hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So 
* he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; 
* whoſoever TOUCHETH her ſhall not be in- 
* nocent.' 

When I refleft on the confequences of 
keeping huſbands from their wives when in 
labour, I am filled with indignation againſt 
the men who encourage it. They all know 
that couracs ſtimulates the uterus to con- 
traft, and NATURALLY. haſtens the birth; 
and that yz AR prevents uterine conirattion, 
and protrafts the birth, perhaps for ſeveral 
houxs; juſt as encouragement invigorates 
the weak party in combat, and vice verſa. 

I fay, they all know this, and yet, timid 
women muſt;be kept ſeveral hours longer in 

Pan, 
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pain, rather than be permitted to receive the 
encouragements of their tender huſbands; ] 
and then, to make amends for this defect, 1 
the infant's head muſt be battered three hours 1} 
with the ſteel lever! 

For the ſake of uuMuAN ITT as well as 
decency, theſe dark male deeds ought to be 
expoled to the huſbands, that they _ ſee 
whether they be evil or not. 1 

You ſay, there were near forty pupils in 
your claſs, who attended Nelly Sanderſon's 
labour. Now, we will ſuppoſe that you 
and Dr. Lowder educate (at leaſt) one hun- 
dred pupils annually; i. e. two thouſand in 
twenty years. It is natural to imagine, they 
are all advocates for the lever, and that they 
all uſe it occaſionally; you inform us, your 
ſon has repeatedly. had recourſe to it; ve 
will take it for granted, that each pupil 
(after he has begun buſineſs) delivers, at 
leaſt; one hundred women annually: if 
therefore they uſe the-lever on the head of 
only one child in ten, as fucceſsfully as your 
ſon did, roux MIL Lions of children's 
heads muſt be wounded in twenty years, by 
the Jeholars of two o teachers only ! | 
e Fos 
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For humanity's ſake then, let every huſ- 
band inſpe the conduct of his wife's ac- 
coucheur. 

I do not take any account of the number 
of ſtill-born children, wounded urethræ, 
and lacerated perinæi, which may be occa- 
ſioned by uſing the lever four millions of 
times! and all this may be hidden under the 
maſk of original difficulty. 

Again, What woman can be deemed vir, 
tuous, who ſuffers another man to take 
liberties with her behind her huſband's 
back, which ſhe would objett to before his 
face? Vet, accoucheurs prattically encou- 
rage this. Then let not thoſe women (who 
have afted fo fooliſhly) repeat it; if they 
do, I would adviſe more modeſt females to 
treat them according to the following advice 
of Dr. Sterne“. Was no quality a ſhelter 
« againſt the indecorums of the other ſex, 
but was every woman without diſtinction 
5 who had juſtly forfeited her reputation, 
* from that moment was ſhe ſure to forfeit 
* Ikewiſe all claim to civilty and reſpeQ; 
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or in a word, could it be eſtabliſhed as 2 
law in our ceremonial, that wherever cha- 
raQers in either ſex were become notori- 
ous, it ſhould be deemed infamous either 
to pay or receive a viſit from them, and 
the door were to be ſhut againſt them in 
all public places, till they had ſatisfied the 
world, by giving teſtimony of a better : 


A few ſuch plain and honeſt maxims faith- 


fully put in practice, would force us upon 
+ ſome degree of reformation. Till this is 


done, it avails little that we have no mer- 


© cy upon them with our tongues, ſince they 
« eſcape without feeling any other inconve- 
© nience. DICER 
We all cry out that the world is cor- 
« rupt, and I fear too juftly; but we never 
reflect what we have to thank for it, and 
* that our open countenance of vice, which 
gives the lye to our private cenſures of it, 
js its chief protection and encouragement,” 
I beg leave to fay, Sir, that it is abomi- 
nably indecent for men to attend a woman 
in labour, when the huſband is not preſent. 
Are they proper perſons to propoſe trying 
pains? no, they ought to tell the huſband 
5 when 
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when it is necellary, and let him propoſe it 
to his wife. 

Moreover, it is much more decent for 
him to put her on the bed, and to change 
her poſition, if neceſſary, than for another 
man to make himſelf ſo buſy, when the 
nurſe is not able to move her. Yes, ſir, 
and it 1s the duty of every man in the bloom 
of life, to call the patient's huſband (if not 
in the room) to do this, in order that his 
own boſom may not be fired, by touching his 
neighbour's wife in parts unaffefted by the 
labour pains : for I appeal to huſbands to 
determine, whether they could coolly walk 
upon hot coals; in other words, whether 
they could coolly turn, twiſt, and touch a 
new and beautiful object? And whether the 


man is loſt 1 in the term, Doflor 2 Then what 


fools have we alt been, ſo tamely to- give up 
our wives, beds, and bed-rooms to other 
men, in compliance with the cuſtom» of our 
country, which has been eſtabliſhed to. 
anſwer the ends of midwife-doQtors! It muſt 
be a great crime truly, for a man to ap- 
proach his wife before the DoQar' has done 
with her!! 45 97 no huſband will ſutfer 
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himſelf to be ſo barefacedly impoſed on in 
future. 885 

It is true, old men who have been ſatiated 
by 20 or 30 years practice among ſome 
thouſands of females, may not feel muck in- 
convenience; but who can anſwer for boys, 
and young men, after receiving an educa- 
tion which tends to corrupt the moſt chaſte 


morals? What has happened to Dr. Morley 


and many others, may not happen again, 
but nothing leſs than the huſband can pre- 
vent ſome, even old, dottors, from making 
too free with their hands, their eyes, and 
their inſtruments, as I have already proved 
from the conduct of Dr. Smellie and others, 

It appears unaccountably ſtrange, that 
huſbands will place the greateſt confidence 
in men, whoſe education renders them the 
leaſt worthy of it. What would a man feel, 
to learn that any oTHER than a medical MAN 
was in his wife's room during her delivery, 
though he knew ſhe was not toucked by 


him ? . Would he not inſtantly ruſh upon 


him, and drag him out ? 
Is it becauſe men-midwives have been 
educated in hoſpitals, where decency | is 
never 
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never thought of, where women are exa- 
mined by 30 pupils together, and where the 
head-maſter of the ceremonies uncovers them 
to /hew the operation of his inſtruments, as 
Dr. Smellie did; I ſay, is it becauſe they 
have learned ſuch precepts, and had their 
morals improved by ſuch pretty examples, 
which their chaſte teachers have ſet them, 
that huſbands place ſuch wonder/ul confi- 
dence in them? | 
I again aſſure huſbands, that no prudent 
woman will let her huſband know, what in- 
decency a man-midwife is guilty of, unleſs 
he proceed to criminal attempts, for reaſons 
before mentioned. Therefore let men think 
of Lily's proverb, when the doftor enters 
their wives“ room. © Felix, quem faciunt 
* aliena pericula cautum.“ | 
Accoucheurs may ſay, we are ſent for, 
therefore though we do go in to, and touch 
our neighbours? wives, we are innocent, and | 
the guilt devolves on thoſe who employ us. 
To men-midwives in general, I anſwer, 
t 
| 


your employers are innocent, becauſe they 

bave been told by you and your female 

friends, that they are not ſo ſafe in mid- 7 
wives 


B 


wives' hands; but you are GUILTY, when- 
ever you go in to your neighbour's wife un- 
neceſſarily, for you know that ſkilful midwives 
are full as ſafe as men, in natural labours, 
though your employers have been perſuade1 
otherwiſe. Your aſſiſtance is unneceſlary, 
when your patients live near a good mid- 


wife, and when the labour is natural; there- 
fore when you touch your neighbour's wife, 


under theſe circumſtances, you are not in- 


nocent, though your livelihood depend 


thereon, 
It is not lawful to get money by impoſi- 
tion, nor to take improper liberties with 


other men's wives, through the channel of 


their ignorance of what nature does for them 
in labour, though that ignorance may cauſe 
them to ſend for you, for that purpoſe. 

If this be not ſound argument, it is law- 
zul for lewd men to take improper liberties 
with a female-ideot, becauſe they have wick- 
ed cunning enough to perſuade her to con- 


ſent to it, or becauſe ſhe voluntarily invites 


them to do it. Can there be a more execra- 
ble action than this? And wherein does un- 
neceſſary male-midwifery differ from it ? 

I verily 
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I venly believe, Sir, that it is the duty of 
you and your brethren, to tell woinen who 
live near good midwives, and who have not 
experienced difficulty in former labours, that 
midwifery is not men's work, though it is 
lawful for Surgeons to aſſiſt in difficult caſes, 
If you ui not now believe what I have ſaid 
on this particular, you may F1ND 1T TRUE | 
in the next world. 
Some women, who are not very much at- 
tached to male-praftice, think, men are (at 
any rate) more ſafe than ſkilful midwives 
the firſt child. On the contrary, I have 
been perſuaded, that it is extremely dan- 
gerous to employ men the firſt child, and I 
oA relate ſeveral facts to prove it; one 
however ſhall ſuffice, which I am prepared 
to authenticate, if called upon. 
A lady whom I know, had a man the firſt 
time, and had a prolapſus vaginæ, vel uteri 
after her delivery; whether from his lever 
or not, I will not determine, though I am 
free to think, She being as ignorant as 
moſt other women are, the firſt child, ſup- 
poſed it to be the navel ſtring, not knowing 
that it came away with the placenta, into 
7 „ 
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which it is inſerted, therefore ſhe did not 
mention it to her huſband ; and the nurſe 
being as ignorant as herlie!f, told the doctor 
(as uſual) from day to day, that all was right; 
and the lady could not muſter up courage 
enough to aſk him, if her ſituation was the 


ſame as that of all other females recently de- 


livered. The ſtrength of her conſtitution 
cauſed the vagina to return of itſelf on the 
fourth day; a very rare caſe! and ſhe re- 


covered, though it was an hair's breadth 


_ eſcape. But ſhe will never have a man 
again; for, as ſhe juſtly obſerves, ſhe could 
have told a midwife her ation, on the 
firſt viſit, though ſhe could not tell her 
doctor. 

Women have died in labour, rather than 
tell their male-attendant, they could not 
paſs their water; died in labour, I ſay, 
with ruptured bladders! How many have 
ſuffered extreme torture, rather than give 
their doctors the ſame information the firſt 


days of their lying-in ? Thoſe who are at- 


tended by their own ſex, eſcape all theſe 
diſagreeable circumſtances: in ſhort, wo- 
men are expoſed to various dangers and in- 

| conveniencies 
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conveniencies by employing the beſt of men 
(unleſs they have very ſkilful nurſes) which 
they avoid, when they have midwives. In- 
deed, nurſes have half the. men- midwives 
buſineſs to do. | 

Page 101, you ſay, I requeſted my late 
© worthy colleague Dr, Young to attend the 
* caſe, from the beginning of labour along 
+ with me.” | 

Pray, Sir, have you publiſhed this as an 
example for young operators to follow? 

Surely this is the chef-d'@uvre of your art! 


What, is it not enough to eject-the legal 


tenant (the huinand) from bis bed- room, 
but you muſt take another ſtrange man along 
with you? It would have been ſoon enough 


to call him in, with the conſent of the pa- 
tient's huſband, when the caſe was PROVEDUD 


to be precarious, inſtead of doing it pre- 
ſumptively before the labour. 

Herein, Sir, you acted the part of a huſ- 
band, rather than that of an operator; for 
who but the huſband has a right to invite 
another man to attend a woman in labour? 
By inviting another man to attend with you, 
you manifeſted your incompetence : at any 

rate; 
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rate, as you are a teacher of art, it was 


your duty to attend the caſe without any 
other profeſſor, and to make your report to 
Dr. Young, while he was waiting in another 
room: he could have given his advice there, 
when you ought to uſe the forceps, without 
increaſing the woman's fears, by ſeeing and 
feeling that two ſtrange men were in the 
room from the beginning of labour. 

You know, Sir, it is no uncommon thing, 
for one accoucher to get acceſs to a labour 
room, by the favour of another prattitioner, 
as yourſelf acknowledge, page 103. 


What tame animals huſbands are, when 
their wives are in labour! to ſuffer other 


men to grant favours of this kind. 

I hope, married men will not be. ſo eaſily 
deceived in future, as to permit midwife 
_ doctors to invite their friends to handle 
their wives from the beginning of labour, 
ſuch kind favours being too valuable to be 
wantonly communicated, 

I aſſure you, Sir, I know Many men, 
who would have given you and your late 
worthy friend Dr. Young a very warm 
reception, had they caught you both in their 
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wives' room, when one only had been engag- 
ed. Had you attempted ſuch a thing ſeventy 
years ago, when man-midwifery was viewed 
in a different light than it is now, the ni 
taken modeſly (as Dr. Smellie calls it) of 
our grandmothers and great-grandmothers, 
would have prompted them to cry ſhame 
on you, or perhaps to ſhut their doors 
againſt you. 

It is high time to put a ſtop to theſe prac- 
tices, eſpecially as you and your brethren are 
now become ſo bold as to publiſh them. I 


' truſt theſe letters will open the eyes of mar- 
ried couples, and ſhew them how much they 


have hitherto been deceived, and how to 
prevent future impoſition. | 

Excuſe the length of this letter, as it 1s the 
laſt you will receive from me, till your ſon's 
promiſed recommendation of Dr. Lowder's 
lever ſhall make its appearance. 

I did not ſee your anſwer to Dr. Oſborn's 
Eſſays, till the third of January, or you might 


have ſeen theſe letters a little ſooner. 


To conclude with your own words, I 


© ſhall experience the higheſt gratification, 
+ if the arguments contained in theſe letters, 
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© in favour of waiting till the effects of the 
labour pains, in forcing forward the child, 
+ ſhall be accurately aſcertained, ſhould 
prove the means of preſerving a ſingle 
life, by preventing young prattitioners 
from uſing deſtruttive inſtruments, without 
the moſt urgent cauſe. And I ſhall feel 
myſelf much flattered, if theſe arguments 
ſhould induce you to corrett, if not alto- 
gether retract thoſe erroneous, and, I think, 
dangerous opinions, which you maintain 
£ in oppoſition to theſe doArines,' 

© I have the honour to be be' with the 
greateſt reſpett for you, though not for your 


profeſſon, 
YOUR MOST OBEDIENT 
HUMBLE SERVANT, 


K 0 6 


LA 


London, 
Feb. 2, 1793. : 
JOHN BLUNT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HAVE no doubt but Mr. Hamilton's: 

deſign publicly to recommend the uſe 
of Dr. Lowder's lever, after the dreadful 
conſequences of his uſing it on Mrs. Gray, 
will ſufficiently juſtify my ſeverity againſt 
its uſe in the thirteenth letter. Yet, leſt 
any reader ſhould transfer my arguments. 
againſt the uſe of the inſtrument, from thence 


to the perſons of thoſe who recommend it, 


I beg leave to ſay, that I would. as ſoon em- 
ploy Dr. Hamilton and his ſon to deliver 
my own wife, as any other men; that I never 
ſaw either of them, and therefore can have 
no perſonal motive in writing theſe letters; 
that Dr. Hamilton's arguments againſt the 
premature deſtruction of children in the 
womb, ought to be written inletters of gold, 
as well as Dr. Oſborn's animadverſions on 
the cruelties prattiled by the male- operators 
of che preſent day. 
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Mr. Hamilton's MANN ER of applying the 
lever was certainly very ſkilful, and yet the 


caſe of Mrs. Gray proved very unſucceſsful ; 


which circumſtance ought to prevent his 
publiſhing a recommendation of that inſtru- 
ment; eſpecially as he knows, there is not 
one profeſfor in one hundred, who under- 


ſtands it fo well as he does. 


After theſe acknowledgments, the public 
will perceive, that I wiſh my arguments 
to be weighed in the balance of impartiality ; 
if they be not weighty enough to ſtand that 
teſt, they deferye to fall to the ground; 
then let not the imperative law of cuſtom 
preponderate againſt them, any more than 
perſonal prejudice in favour of them. 

When men publiſh their own mode of 
practice as an example to others, any perſon 
has a right publicly to-ſcrutinize that mode, 
as well as to examine the validity of their 
practical opinions; and hereby other prac- 


titioners can better judge, how far they 


ought co be adopted, or rejected. 

Perhaps every man who publiſhes his own 
mode of practice, is a little tookpartial to it; 
how far this is the caſe with reſpett to the 
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lever, and the diviſion of the ſhare-bone, the 
reader muſt judge for himſelf, after reading 
an account of the reſult thereof. 

I have given my opinion the more freely 
on (what I conceive to be) errors in Dr. 
Oſborn's and the two Dr. Hamiltons” obſte- 
tric creeds, becauſe I: have reaſon to believe, 
their reputation, both as prattitioners and 
teachers, is too well eſtabliſhed to need 
encomiums, or, as individuals, to be injured 
by my plain dealing with their practical 
opinions ; and I flatter myſelf, Dr. Hamilton 
cannot fail to ſee the propriety of my argu- 
ments, reſpeEtingthe dangerous conſequences 
of uſing Dr. Lowder's, as well as other 
levers; and alſo the introduction of forty 
men and boys to one woman 1n labour; 
whether he have the candour to-acknowledge 
it, or not. 

If, on the contrary, Dr. Hamilton can 
lay his hand on his heart, and ſay, he has no 
objection to have forty young men intro- 
duced to his own wife, when in labour, and 
to have his favourite lever uſed on hen three 
hours together, before the effect of the pains 
be tried; chen I will retra& all I have ſaid, 
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and own myſelf, not only a blockhead, but 
f allo a ſtranger to the d:gnzty, the decorum,, 
„ and the humanity of men-midw:ves. 
But if Dr. Hamilton cannot give up his 
wife to the gentle touches of the lever, and 
the Aind attention of his forty male-pupils, 
|! I leave his conſcience to digeſt the following 
words : 

By what authority doeſt thou theſe 
things; and who gave thee this authority? 

Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould. 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them. 


RINIS. 


| THE 
Following ornamental and entertaining Articles 


ARE PUBLISHED BY 


S. W. FORES, 


No. 3, PICCADILLY, axp No. 51, roor S1bz or 
ST, PAUL's CHURCH-VYARD. 


PRINTS. 

OUR ſheets of the Prixcirar Butry- 
1Ncs in London, containing, Plate 1, 
Horſe-guards from. the Park, Buckingham- 
houſe, Carliſle-houſe, and Melbourne-houſe. 
Plate 2, Manſion-houſe, Foundling-hoſpital,. 
Admiralty, and Royal Exchange. Plate g, 
St. Paul's, Somerſet-place, Adelphi, and 
Guildhall. Plate 4, Lanſdowne-houſe, 
Banqueting-houſe, Whitehall, Burlington- 
houſe, and the Bank. The zth Plate will 
be publiſhed in June; the whole will be 
completed in 12 plates, containing 48 build- 
ings, price 38. each plate. They are cor- 
rect views of the different places; are very 
neatly coloured,, and exceedingly orna- 
mental as furniture, when framed, or very 
ſuitable to bind up with hiſtories of London, 
| Or 
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or as awork by itſelf. Alſoare publiſhed, two 
plates of the principal buildings in Bath, the 
ſame ſize ; containing, Plate 1, Pump-room, 
Portland-place, Abbey-church, and New 
bridge. Plate 2, Prior's-park, General- 
hoſpital, new rooms, and Laura-place. To 
be completed in 6 plates, containing, 24 
views, 58. each plate, in colours. Four 
views of Briſtol, A very neat engraving 
in a circle of 12 inches, from a beautiful 
drawing, by Mr. Bunbury, called Mop ER 
Graces, repreſenting three elegant female 


figures, portraits of perſons of the higheſt 


rank, 7s. 6d. plain, and 15s. elegantly co- 
loured. The following are the much-ad- 
mired and beſt produttions of that celebrated 
humouriſt, Mr. Rowlandſon. A pair, French 
and Engliſh Barracks; pair; Sudden Squall 
in Hyde-park, and Inn-yard on Fire; pair, 
French and Italian Family; pair, O Tem- 
pora! O mores! (a college ſcene) and ſtu- 
dious Gluttons; pair, French and Engliſh 
Travelling; pair, Hypochondriac, and 
Ague and Fever; pair, Grog on Board and 
Tea on Shore; pair, Attack and Purſuit of a 
Highway man; one print, different Senſations, 

one, 
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one, Side-box Sketches, and one, Field-day 
in Hyde- park, all 15s. the pair, very highly 
coloured; allo a very capital engraving of 
La Place Vittoire at Paris, before it was de- 
ſtroyed by the patriots, 10s. 6d. Allo a 
pair, Damp-ſheets and Houſe-breakers; pair, 
Married-man and Batchelor; pair, four 
o'clock in town and country ; pair, Art of 
Feeling and Benevolence; pair, Conſulta- 
tion and Convocation, A et, four prints 
of the High-mettled Racer, from Dibdin's 
ballad, with the words underneath, a very 
crand and ſtriking repreſentation of the 
poet's idea, price 11. 1s. neatly coloured; 
four prints of huntings,---Breakfaſt, Hare- 
hunting, Fox Chace, and Death, 10s. 6d. 
neatly coloured; a pair, the Chace and 
Return, 5s. a pair of races, very neat, 538. 
a pair, Stage-coach and Phaeton, 8s, a pair. 
A little bigger and tighter, 5s. Single 
prints, Student, Slugs in a Saw-pit, Firſt and 
Second Floor, French and Engliſh Bawd on 
her laſt Legs, Comfortable Nap in a Poſt- 
chaiſe, 2s. 6d. An Fnn-yaxd, 38. a pair, 
Viſit to. the Uncle and Aunt, 4s. and pair 
dreſſing for the Maſquerade, and Birth-day, 
108. pair, Single, and Married, and Modiſh, 
and Prudifh, 5s. The above are all the beſt 
performances of this eſteemed artiſt, are all 
laid down and neatly coloured, and may be 
had bound up in one volume, or ſeparately, 
with No, 1, 2, 3, and 4, of outlines of * 

land- 


landſcape and cattle, by Mr. Rowlandſon, 88. 


each number, containing 4 ſheets; a very uſe- 
ful and neceſſary work for perſons who learn 
drawing. Alſo, juſt publiſhed, No. 2, of a 
new Chalk drawing, both from original draw- 
ings, by Mr. C. M. Metz, through the vari- 
ous features of the head tq a complete figure, 
groups of figures, and hiſtorical compoſition., 
Engraved in exatt imitation of chalk, 5s. 
each number, containing four ſheets, and 


letter-preſs. The above work will be con- 


tinued. | | 

FORES has lately publiſhed a long print, 
the ſame ſize as the Long Minuet, by Mr. 
Bunbury, called Cheſterheld's Principles of 
Politeneſs; containing about 20 figures, 
with the author's quaint tables and quota- 
tions from Lord Cheſterfield's letters, 10s. 6d. 
Alſo the Ceſtina Warebouſe; or, Belly- 


piece Shop, repreſenting ſeveral Ladies. 
chooſing and trying on Pads of various di- 


menſions, from one month to nine, and even 
twins; and a laconic addreſs from Mr. DE- 
VANT, Ceſtina maker, to the ladies; another, 
frailties of faſhion; ſixteen diſtinguiſhed 
charatters in high life, ladies and gentlemen, 
ALL padded, gs. each. A very entertaining. 
print called, Effects of Flattery, 3s. the 


Dutiful Grandſon and Wiſe School-maſter, 


18. 6d. cach; and many thouſand other 
humourous and droll prints ; particularly 


th of a. Pad. 
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